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The Complete and Final Message to
Man is a brief presentation of Islam
defining its terms and teachings,
followed by an advice to the Muslims
and nonMuslims on following the
path of the Righteous Predecessors.
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The Messaqge of Islam

| begin with he Name of Allah, the
Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of
the worlds, and may Allah exalt the
mention of His Prophet, and keep
him and his household safe and
secure from all evil.

Allah (1) says:

(SayO People of the Bogk]! Come
to a word that is just between us and
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you: that we shall worship none but
Allh, and that we shall ascribe no
partner unto Him, and that none of us
shall take others as objects of
worship besides Allah. Then, if they
turn away say:'Bear witness that we
are Muslims.)3:64]

Islam is the religion which agrees
with the natural disposition of man. It
urges Muslims and calls them to ask
about things that are
Incomprehensible to them, through
the consultation of competent and
knowledgeable authorities. In Islam
there are no obscure or mysterious
things; it allows us to ask about
everything. Allah (I) says:
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(So ask the people of the knowledge
If you know not.) [16:43]

By nature, humans have many
guestions in their minds that require
logical and clear answers, and the
Qur'an provides such answefsame

of these basic queries are as follows:

a.What is the origin of humanity?
The answer to this can be found In
the words of Allah:

(And indeed We created man (Adam)
out of an extract of clay. Thereafter
We placed him a& drop of)sperm

In a place of rest firmly fixed. Then
We made the sperm into a clot of
congealed blood; then of that clot We
made gfetus)lump; then We made
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out of that lump bones and clothed
the lones with flesh; then We
developed out of it another creature.
So blessed be Allah, the Best of
Creators.)23:12-14]

b. What is the status of rank of
humans in the universe? Allah
says:

(And indeed We have honored the
children of Adam, and We have
caried them on land and sea and
have provided them with good and
pure things, and have preferred them
above many of those whom We have
created with a marked preference.)
[17:70]
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c. Why did Allah create humans?
Allah (1) says:

(And | (God)have only createdhe
Jinn4and humanity that they may
worship Me(alone) No sustenance
do | require of them nor do | require
that they should feed Me. Indeed
Allah is the only Giver ofall)
sustenance, Lord of Power, the Most
Strong.)[51:56-8]

He (1) also says:

(Did you then think that We had
created you in jest and that you
would not be brought back to us (for
account? So Exalted is Allaithe
True King:There is none who is
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worshipped in truth but He, the Lord
of the Throne of Honor!)23:1156]

d. Who is the Creator?dHs the only
One worthy of being
wor shi ppéldaysl | ah

(He is Allah, other than whom there
IS no God, Knower of the unseen and
seen. He is the Most Merciful, the
Most Beneficent. He is Allah, other
than whom there i1s no God, the
Sovereign, the Puréhe Perfection,
the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer,
the Exalted in Might, the Compeller,
and the Superior. Exalted is Allah
above whatever they associate with
Him. He is Allah the Creator, the
Inventor, the Fashioner; to HIm
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belong the best names. Whateigein
the heavens and earth is exalting
Him. And He is the Exalted in Might,
the Wise.)59:22-24]

e. What should our behavior be
towards those things Allah created in
this universe? Allalil) says:

(O you who believe! Eat of the lawful
things that We hae provided for you,
and be grateful to Allah, if it is
Indeed Him you worship[R:172]

f. What is the true religion, which one
should embrace, and what is the path
that leads to happiness in the
Hereafter?Allah (I) says:
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(And whoever seeks a religioher
than Islam, it will never be accepted
of him; and in the Hereafter he will
be one of the loserd.3:85]

g. What is the path which leads to
peace of mind and heart and mental
stability? Allah (I) says:

(Those who believed and whose
hearts find resin the remembrance
of Allah. Indeed in the remembrance
of Allah do hearts find rest[]13:28]

h. How about those who do not
believe in Allah and His revelations?

(But whosoever turns away from My
reminder (i.e. My Messageyerily
for him is a life of hardhip, and We



IslamHouse «com

shall raise him up blind on the Day of
Resurrection.)20:124]

I. What is our final end in this
| 1 f e .. (Abaysa h

(Every soul shall taste death. And
only on the Day of Resurrection shall
you be paid your wages in full.
Whosoever is removedom the Fire
and admitted to Paradise, they are
Indeed successful. The life of this
world is nothing but a comfort of
illusion.) [3:185]

J. Is it possible that we be recreated?
Allah (I) says:

(And [now] he[argues about Us, and]
thinks of Us in terms ofomparison,
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and is oblivious of how he himself

was createdlAnd solhe says, Wh o
could give life to bones that have
crumbl edSay: dude ?v
brought them into being in the first
Instance will give them lif¢once

again] for He is AlFKnower of ewery
creation.)[36:7879]

He (1) also says:

(O humankind! If you are in doubt
concerning the Resurrection, then Lo!
We have created you from dust, then
from a drop of seed, then from a clot,
then from a little lump of flesh, some
formed and some unformed
(miscarriage)that We may maket)
clear for you. And We cause what
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We will to remain in the wombs for
an appointed time, and afterward We
bring you forth as infants[22:5]

kK. What happens after deatiA?lah
(I) says:

(Lo! Those who disbelieve among the
People of the Scripture and the
idolaters will abide in the Fire of
Hell. They are the worst of created
beings. And Lo! Those who believe
and do good works are the best of
created beings. Their reward is with
their Lord; Garens of Eden
underneath which rivers flow,
wherein they dwell forever. Allah is
pleased with them and they are
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pleased with Him. This is (in store)
for him who fears his Lord/p8:6-8]

Dear reader | reaffirm to you that
Islam has all the solutions to
problems that face the world today.
The world has implemented many
doctrines to solve some of its greatest
problems, but over and over, these
doctrines prove unsuitable and

|l ncapabl e of resol
why do people at large not implement
the laws of Islamn their life to seek
the betterment of human life?

C.E. Abdullah Archibald W.
Hamilton said:

| feel that | must write and express
my heartfelt thanks to all my Muslim
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brothers who, on my embracing
Islam, have so kindly written or sent
telegrams to me.dppreciate their
good wishes more than my words can
convey. After the last war, when the
world waded through streams of
blood, | thought that all peace and
goodwill was at an end but the fact
that my brethren across the seven
seas are so willing to exteachand

of friendship brings a message of
hope and good cheer to me. This has
proved to me more than anything
else, that Islam alone can bring peace
to this world.

Dear reader, some Muslims today are
lost and do not implement the
teachings of Islam in thelives; they
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are only Muslims by name. A true
Muslim implements the
commandments of t
Sunnah in his daily life. A true
Muslim is not he who chooses from
Islam what suits him and then leaves
all else aside!

It is not appropriate that Islam be
associated with certain countries or
races. Furthermore, it is not
appropriate to say that all Muslims
live their lives in conformity with the
Islamic Legal law. In fact, many
Muslims are lost and do not apply the
true teachings of Islam. Islam is not
assome think mere religious rites
that are practiced at set timesther,
It comprises belief, law, devotions,
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transactions and dealings. It is a
religion as well as a governmental
systemlt has been said:

‘*What a great rel
were mernwho would put its
teachings into practice, adhere to its
commandments and abstain from its
prohibitions.’

Il n his book * What
Montgomery Watt said:

Prejudice is only one of the

difficulties to be met by the European
or American student of lsm. As

soon as he begins to describe Islam as
‘'t he reli giron of 1
‘“relil gron of the |
Musl i ms of today’ .
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category which does not fit the
category of “rel il
“rel i1 g1 on nNow me ;.
ocadental? At best, for the ordinary
man, it means a way of spending an
hour or so on Sundays In practices
which give him some support and
strength in dealing with the problems
of daily life, and which encourages

him to be friendly towards other
persons antb maintain the standards
of sexual propriety; it has little or
nothing to do with commerce or
economics or politics or industrial
relationships. At worst it fosters an
attitude of complacency in the more
prosperous individuals and breeds
smugness. The Eopean may even

look on religion as an opiate
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developed by exploiters of the
common people in order to keep
them in subjectiondow different

from the connotations to the Muslim
oftheverse: The true re
God 1 s I slam”! Thi
‘“tegi on’ I s Deen,
commonly refers to a whole way of
life. It is not a private matter for
Individuals, touching only the
periphery of their lives, but

something which is both private and
public, something which permeates
the whole- theologi@al dogma, forms
of worship, political theory, and a
detailed code of conduct, including
even matters which the European
would classify as hygiene or
etiquette.
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Islam, in its entirety, was revealed to
Prophet Muhammad ) and is
unchanged; the Muslims dhe other
hand, have changed. If a Muslim
makes a mistake, it does not mean
that Islam concurs with his actiono
make this cleareif a person has a
comprehensive guide to build a
dismantled vehicle, and he fails to
follow the manual and thus assembles
It 1T ncorrectly.. di
the manual is incorrect?

| ask the reader of this booklet to read
It without preconceived notions about
Islam, and that his goal should be to
reach the truth, not to search for
faults. Furthermore, do not be misled
by your emotions. Allahl) says:
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(And when it is said unto them:
follow that which Allah has revealed,
theysay! We f ol | ow t he
found our fathers'. What! Even
though their fathers did not
understand anything nor did they
have guidance?2:170]

The reason for this is that a logical
man would not accept anything
unless he has researched and
scrutinized it, and he would only
disseminate it amongst people and
rectify their errors once they have
attested to its veracity.

Finally, | must admit that |dve not
covered every aspect about Islam in
this booklet due to its vastness. Islam
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governs man’s |1 f
every aspect, and one would need to
write several books in order to

discuss all its aspects. In this booklet,

| have highlighted some éal points
concerning the basic morals of Islam.

| mention each point, and then

support it with proof from the

Qur > an and Sunnah

()

Some may say, with the aim of
Implying that Islamic Law was
adopted from present day law
systems, thatasne of the Islamic

laws can be found and seen
Implemented in modern society. This
dubious point can be easily put to rest
when we know that Islamic Law is
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over fourteen hundred years old. If
anything, the laws implemented by
these societies may be saichive
been derived from Islamic Laws.
Furthermore, many Orientalists have
studied Islamic Law for various
nefarious reasons and objectives
which seek not to clarify and explain
it, but to downplay the true source by
pointing at possible worldly sources.

Monotheism in Islam

Islam, like other divine religions,
advocates several precepts and
beliefs which Allah has required its
followers to believe and propagate,
but coercion is not a valid means to
achieve this end. Allafi) says:
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(There is no compulsion in religion.
Verily, the Right (Path of{suidance
has become distinct from the wrong
path.)[2:256]

Islam commands its adherents to
propagate the religion in a good and
fair manner. Allahl) says:

(Invite to the Way of your Lord wit
wisdom and fair preaching, and argue
with them in a way that is better.)
[16:125]

It is a fundamental principle that a
person must be convinced before
declaring their acceptance of Islam;
for if they do so out of compulsion,
their speech and outer actsowill be
Incongruent with their belief, and this
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Is defined as hypocrisy in Islam.
Islam has warned sternly against
hypocrisy and regards it as a sin
greater than mere disbelief. Allah
says:

(Indeed the hypocrites are in the
lowest depth of the Firg[4:145]

This is the role of the Prophets: to
convey the message to humans and to
guide them to righteousness without
compulsion or force. Allakil) says:

(And obey Allah and obey the
Messenger (O Muhammad )). And
If you turn away, therknow) Our
Messengers have only been sent to
clearly conveyjthe message)

[64:12]
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The Principal Goals of Islam

The Prophef ) said in Mina2] in
his Farewell Pilgrimadé]:

‘Do you know whi c|
They(i.e. his companionggplied,

“Al 1l ah and Hi s Me:
besHesdd' | ndeed t hi
sacredDay t he Day of
Hajj). Do you know which place this

| s Théy(his companionsieplied,

“Al 1l ah and Hi s Me:
besHesdid! A sacred p
(Mecca and itsurroundings)Do you
Know whi ch nTbayt h 1
(his companionsieplied,” Al | a h
Hi s Messengeesakl,n o
“A s acr @k momthoftDhul
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Hijjah, the 12th month of the Islamic
Calendar) Indeed, Allah has made
your lives, your wealthand your
honor inviolable and sacred, like the
sanctity of thigsacred]day, in this
[sacred]month, in thigsacred]

p | a dagBuKhari]

The most important goals which
Islam calls to and utterly preserves
are the preservation of religion, life,
honor, wealth, mind, offspring, as
well as the preservation of the rights
of the weak and disabled. In regards
to the inviolability of life, Allah(l)
says:
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(And do not kill anyone who Allah
has forbidden, except for a just
cause.]17:33]

In regards tdhe inviolabllity of
wealth, Allah(l) says:

(Eat not up your property among
yourselves unjustly[2:188]

In reference to the sanctity of honor,
Allah (I) says:

(And come not near to the unlawful
sexual intercourse. Verilly, it is a lewd
evil sin, and anwl way.) [17:32]

He () also says:

(Who so commits a delinquency or
sin, then throws (the blam#)ereof
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upon someone innocent, has
burdened himself with falsehood and
a flagrant sin.)4:112]

In regards to the prohibition of
transgression against lineagnd
ancestry, AllaKl) says:

(And when he turns away (from you)
his effort in the land is to make
mischief therein and to destroy the
cultivation and lineage; and Allah
loves not mischief and corruption.)
[2:205]

Islam takes great care to protect the
rights of the weak, for they are more
likely to be oppressed than others.
For this reason, Allah mentions in the
Qur'an several categories of the weak
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and some ways in which they may be
wronged. With regards to parents,
Allah (1) says:

(And your Lord has deeed that you
worship none but Him. And that you
be dutiful to your parents. If one of
them or both of them attain old age in
your life, say not to them 'uff' (a word
of disrespect)nor shout at them but
address them with terms of honor.)
[17:23]

In regads to orphansillah says:

(Therefore, the orphan oppress not.)
[93:9]
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Islam enjoins that their wealth be
protected and preserved. Allah
says:

(Come not near the wealth of the
orphan except with that which is
better (to improve and protect. )
[17:34]

In regards to children, Allafi) says:

(And that you slay not your children
because of poverty, We provide for
you and for them.[6:151]

In regards to the sick, the Messenger
of Allah ( ) said:

‘“Free the prisone.]
and vi si[al-Bukime] si c |
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In regards to the elderly, the Prophet
() said:

‘*He 1 s not from m
who does not respect his elders, nor
shows mercy to the young, nor
respect s t[dBrmighth o |

In regards to the needy, Allan
says:

(And repulse not those who ask.)
[93:10]

The Prophet ) said:

“Whoever helps hi:
time of need, Allah will be there In
his ti1 meMwiml need. ’
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There are many other excellent
manners which the religion of Islam
commands Muslimto adopt, all
which refines the
character and helps to reform society
as a whole.

Distinguishing Qualities of Islam

1] There are explicit texts in the
Qur'an as well as the Hadegth0f

the Prophet ) which indicate that

all religions called to the same basic
principle, to worship Allah alone in
exclusion to all others. Allah sent
prophets to manki |
message abrogated the one prior to it,
from the apostleship of Nodh) until
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the commissioningf Muhammad
(). The Messenger of Allah )
said:

“I'ndeed | am to t|
IS a man who built a house

beautifully and perfectly, except one
brick which was not placed in its
corner. People circle and admire i,
but say, ‘I fputennl vy
t hi s placel!’ |  am
t he | ast ofal-Bakhak] p |

No prophet or messenger of Allah
will appear after Muhammad ).

The only exception to this is Jesus
(u). When the Final Hour draws near,
he will descenb] to the earth and

fill it with justice and equity as it was
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filled with oppression and tyranny.
He will not convey a new religion,
but rather he will rule with Islam.
The Messenger of Allah ) said:

“The Hour wi |l | no-H
until the son of MaryJesus)

descends as a just ruler judging with
the religion of Islam. He will break

the cross and kill the pig-de will

abolish the jizyalt] and there will be

a surplus of wealth until no one will

a ¢ c e fdal-Bukhari] ”

All Messengers called to the oress

of Allah (I) and disproved association
of any partners to Him in His
dominion or worship. They also
proclaimed Allah as being far
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removed from every imperfection.
They called their peoples to worship
Him alone without any
Intermediaries. They reformed
mankind and guided them to a path
through which they would achieve
true happiness in this world and in
the Hereafter. Allah (1) says:

(He (Allah)has ordained for you the
same religior{/slam)which He
ordained for Noah, and that which

We have inspired to yolD

Muhammad ()), and that which We
ordained for Abraham, Moses and
Jesus, saying you should establish the
religion (i.e. to do what it orders you

to do practicallyand make no

divisions in it.)[42:13]
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2] Islam has abrogated all previous
religions, and it is the last religion
which Allah chose for humanity.
Allah will not accept anything else
from His slaves. Allalil) says:

(And We have sent down to you (O
Muhammad ( )) the Book(this
Qur'an)in truth, confirming the
Scriptures that came before it and a
witness over them/[p:48]

Because It is the last religion, Allah
has promised to preserve and guard it
from all distortions until the Day of
Judgment, contrary to previous
religions which wereent at specific
times to specific people. Allat)

says:
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(Indeed it is We who have sent down
the Reminder (i.e the Quran and
Sunnahjand indeed it is We who will
guard and protect it[)L5:9]

The Messenger of Islam, Muhammad
() is the last of all messgrrs. No
messenger will come after him. Allah
(I) says:

(Muhammad is not the father of any
man among you, but he is the
Messenger of Allah and the last of
the Prophets[33:40]

This does not mean that Islam does
not regard or believe in the previous
messagers or revelations; rather,

Jesugu) conveyed to his people the
same message Moses conveyed to
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his people; and Muhammad )
conveyed the same message which
Jesusu) conveyed to his people: to
worship Allah alone, while
associating no partners widhm.

Muhammad ) was the last of
prophets and messengers. Muslims
are commanded to believe in all the
messengers and Divine Scriptures.
Whoever rejects any of them
commits disbelief and is not
considered a Muslim. Allafl) says:

(Verily, those who diselieve In

Allah and His Messengers and wish

to make distinction between Allah
and Hi s Messenger
beli eve I n some Db
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and wish to adopt a way in between.
They are In truth disbelievers.)
[4:150-151]

3] The religion of Islam cmpleted
and perfected the legislations which
came before it. As these religions
were meant only for a specific nation
and time, they are not suited for the
present world and times. Islam, a
universal and eternal religion
perfected and completed those
aspets which were limited to past
peoples and times, affirming those
aspects suitable for all times and
peoples. Allan(l) says:

(This day, | have perfected your
religion for you, completed My Favor
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upon you, and have chosen for you
Islam as your religion]6:3]

For this reason it is the best religion.
Allah (1) says:

(You [Muslims] are the best of
peoples ever raised up for mankind,;
you enjoin all that Islam has ordained
and forbid all that Islam has
forbidden, and you believe in Allah.
And had the People dihe Scripture
[Jews and Christian$elieved, it
would have been better for them;
among them are some who have
faith, but most of them are
disobedient and rebellioug3:110]

4] Islam is a global religion that
addresses all of humanity. It was not
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reveaed for a specific race or class,
but rather one in which all people are
regarded as equal. There is no
segregation based upon color,
language, location, and lineage,;
rather, it is based upon specific
beliefs which all people share,
keeping them united. Wiewer
believes in Allah as the One and only
true Lord, that Islam is the correct
religion and that Muhammad ) is

the last messenger, he is regarded as
a Muslim, irrespective of race, color
or ethnicity. Allah(l) says:

(And We have not sent you (O
Muhammnad ( )) except as a giver of
glad tidings and a warner to all
humanity.)|34:28]
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As for the previous messengers, they
were sent to their specific nations.
Allah (I) says about Noahu):

(Indeed, We sent Noah to his people.)
[7:59]

About Prophet Hud, Allali) says:

(And to (the People of) A g\ile
sent)their brother HoodHe said’ O

my people! Worship Allah! You have
nNo other g5 but |

About Salih, Allah(l) says:

(And to (the People offhamud(We
sent)their brother SalihiHe said’ O

my people! Worship Allah! You have
no other God3lbut |
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About Lot, Allah(l) says:

(And (rememberbLot, when he said
to his [p&bpl e..)

About Shu(haaydr, Al |

(And to (the People oMidian, (We
sentit hei r br ot/IBgr S

About Moses, Allah{l) says:

(Then after them We sent Moses with
Our Signs to Pharaoh and his chiefs.)
[7:103]

And about Jesus, Allah) says:

(And (rememberywhen Jesus, son of
Mary,said:* O Chi | dr Bn ¢
am the Messenger of Allah unto you
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confirming the Torahliwhich came)
bef or ¢l:pe . " )

Due to the fact that Islam is a global
religion and that it calls mankind at
large, Allah commands Muslims to
convey its message to the world.
Allah (1) says:

(ThusWe have made yoMuslims],

a just and the best nation, that you be
witnesses over mankind, and the
Messenger (Muhammad f) be a
witness over you.2:143]

5] The legislations and teachings of
Islam are from Allah; thus they are
unchangeable. They aralike

human legislations which contain
mistakes, shortcomings and are
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continuously influenced by exterior
factors, of which are surroundings,
culture, tradition and society. This is
something which can be clearly
witnessed at present. Mamnade
legislationsand systems are unstable,
often needing revision and change.
What suits one society may not suit
another, and what suits one time
period may not suit another. The
legislations and systems of a
capitalist society, for example, are
not suitable in a commusti society.
Anyone who tries to introduce
legislations and systems into a
particular society must take their
particular goals and views into
consideration. Furthermore, a person
with more insight and knowledge
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may appear, introducing concepts
which contractt or add to the
previous legislation.

As for the legislation of Islam, it is,

as we described, of a divine origin.
The one who legislated it is the
Creator of all things, the One who
knows what best suits their particular
conditions and what rectifiesdln
affairs. No one, no matter what status
and station he may achieve, has the
right to oppose, change, add, or omit
from this legislation. Allahl) says:

(Is it the judgment of (the Days of)
Ignorance that they seek? And who is
better in judgment than kh for a
people who have firm belief[}:50]
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6] The religion of Islam is a religion
whose texts are general, making it
suitable for all times and places. It
has introduced general principles and
teachings which are unalterable; they
are not influencedybthe passage of
time or change of locality, whether
they be principles dealing with belief,
such as the belief in Allah, His
Angels, Books, Messengers, the Last
Day, and Predestination; or principles
of worship, such as the specific
actions of prayer anttheir timings,

the amount to be given in Zakaah
(obligatory charityand to whom it is
to be given to, the time of the
obligatory Fast, and the
characteristics, time and regulations
of Hajj.
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Every new matter which should
appear in the world must be
scrutnized in light of the Qur'an and
authentic Sunnah of the Propliet

In order that it be given a ruling. If a
clear ruling cannot be taken from the
Qur'an and Sunnah of the Prophej
regarding the issue, the pious, god
fearing scholars should exert the
effort to derive a textuabased ruling,
keeping the Muslim's interest in
mind, and to consider the conditions
of his age and society. This is done
by examining the general meaning of
the verses of the Qur'an and the
sayings of the Prophét ) and
studying their jurisprudential
maxims,such as the following:
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1. Allthings are considered lawful
In the religion, unless a specific or
general text renders it to be unlawful.

2. Protecting and safeguarding
benefits and common interests of
society

3. Islam is a religion of ease,
which seeks to remove all
unnecessary hardship.

4. Harm must be avoided.

5.  Preventing evil by preventing
the means through which it spreads.

6. Dire needs render unlawful
things as lawful.
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7. Dire needs legalize the unlawful
according to the situation.

8. Warding harm is given
precedence to attaining benefits.

9. If one has no choice but to do
one of two evils: he should do the
lesser of the two.

10. Harm should not be wardexf
with a similar harm.

11. Specific harms should be
withheld for the sake of warding off
general harms.

There are many other jurisprudential
maxims similar to these. Upon
making a textuabased ruling, the
scholar should not be affected by his
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desies; nor should he utilize it to
gain some personal benefits; he
should try his best to benefit society
without opposing a textual proof, for
Islam is suitable for every age, and
fulfills the necessities of every
society.

|7] There are no prejudices ing
religion of Islam. Every item of its
legislation applies to everyone; there
IS no difference between the rich and
poor, noble and commoner, ruler and
subject or white and black. Everyone
IS equal in relation to the
Implementation of Shari'ah law.

During the time of the Prophét ) a
woman from the clan of Makhzoom
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from the tribe of the Quraistihe
most noble clan of the most noble
tribe) committed theft.

Some of those around him said,
“Who wi | | |l Nt er c e
Messenger of Allalj ) on her

behalf? 'Others saild; Wh o ¢ an
bold other that Usaamah bin Zaid, the
beloved of the Messenger of Allah

(). Usaamah tried to intercede, but
the Prophet )replied,” Do vy o u
to intercede in one of the set

puni shments of Al |

He then stood and addressed them,
saying:

O People, the thi
those before you was that if one of
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their noble committed a theft, they

did not punish him, but if one of their
common folk stole, they established
Al l ah’ s f i1 xedhnpuni
By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of
Muhammad, committed a theft, |
would cut her hand off7]”

[Muslim]

18] The textual sources of the religion
of Islam are still present today in
their original forms, free from any
omission,addition, or substitution.
The main sources of the religion of
Islam are the Qur'an and the Sunnah
of the Messenger ).

The Qur'an at present is still in its
original form, as it was revealed to



IsSlamHouse «com

the Prophet Muhammag&d ), with the
same letters, verses)dchapters. It
has not been altered in the least.

The Prophe({ ) assigned scribes

from the best of his companions to
write what had been revealed to him,
such as ‘Al i, Mu ‘
Ka’ b, and Zai d bi |
Whenever the Prophét ) received
revelation, he ordered his scribes to
record what was revealed to him,
Informing them exactly in which
chapter and verse to place it. The
Qur'an was memorized and preserved
In books as well as in the hearts of

the Muslims.
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Muslims paid great importance tioe
Book of Allah. They raced and
competed with each other to learn
and teach it, all in order to receive the
reward which the Prophét )

promised:

“The best of you
t he Qur ' an [alzBokdari]t e

They spent their time and widain
order to serve, take care of, and
memorize the Qur'an. The Muslim
masses transmitted it from one
generation to the nexteeping in
mind that its memorization and
recital 1Is considered an act of
worship.)The Prophet ) said:
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Whoever Iletercofthee s
Qur'an, he will receive ten rewards. |
do not mean t hat |
|l S one | etter, r af
‘“Laam’ I's a | ett el
| et fateTmrmidhi]

(11

The second source of legislation is
the Sunnah of the Messenger)
which acts as an explanation and
clarification of the Qur'an. Allah has
protected it from adulteration and all
types of distortion by means of
trustworthy and pious scholars who
sacrificed their lives to study the
hadeeths of the Messenger of Allah
() and its chains of narration,
Investigating whether they can
actually be attributed to him or not.
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They looked at each individual in the
chain of narration and researched
them, seeing if they were pious and
trustworthy. They sifted all the
hadeeths which we narrated from
the Prophet ) and did not accept
anything except after it was proven
authentic. These hadeeths reached us
free of any fabrication. Whoever
wishes to research the methodology
employed in the preservation of the
Sunnah, they may refer the books

of the science of Hadeeth. It will
become clear to anyone who
researches this science that there is
no doubt concerning the narrations
which have reached us, and they will
also realize the great effort made by
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scholars in the service of the
Prople t (" )sSunnah.

19] The religion of Islam regards all
people as equals in their nature,
whether in regards to sex, color, or
language. The first human who Allah
created was Adarmnu). He is the

father of all mankind. He then created
from Adam his wife, Eg, the mother
of all humanity, and made them to
procreate. In their original nature and
creation, all humans are equal. Allah
(I) says:

(O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord,
Who created you from a single
person (Adam)and from him
(Adam)He created his we(Eve),
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and from them both He created many
men and women. And fear Allah
through Whom you demand your
mutual[rights], and[do not cut the
relations offthe wombgkinship))

[4:1]

The Prophef ) said:

‘“I'ndeed Al Il ah has
[different types § pride[you

unjustly felt]during your days of
Ignorance before Islam, and
[specifically] the ignorance of taking
pride in your ancestryPeople are
either two types:a believer who

fears Allah, or a disbelieving and
doomed sinner. All people are
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children of Adam, and Adanwas
createdf r o m [at-®Ginmidhi]”

All previous and future human
generations are from the progeny of
Adam. All humans had one religion
and one language, but as they grew in
number, they spread across the earth
and inhabited diffeent lands, the
result of which was that they differed
In color, nature, and spoke different
languages. This also led them to
differ in their thoughts, lifestyles, and
beliefs.

Allah (1) says:

(Mankind were but one community
[l.e. on one religion]then hey
differed (later) and had not it been
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for a Word that went forth before
from your Lord, it would have been
settled between them regarding what
they differed.)10:19]

The teachings of Islam render all
people equal, giving no consideration
to their sexrace, language, or nation.
All are equal in front of Allah. They
only differ in regards to their
Implementation of the religion of
Allah in their lives. Allah(l) says:

(O mankind! We have created you
from a male and a female, and We
made you intaations and tribes so
that you may know one another.
Verily, the most honorable of you Iin
the sight of Allah is he who has the
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most piety and Goedonsciousness.)
[49:13]

According to the equality which is
acknowledged in Islam, all humans
are regarded agyeal in their
freedom, though regulated by the
religion, so as not to allow
animalistic liberty for doing whatever
they please.

In Islam,all humans are to be
guaranteed the following rights:

A) The freedom to think and voice
one’s opi ni ogesits| s |
followers to speak the truth and
express their thoughts and opinions,
those which are constructive and
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focused, without fearing any blame.
The Prophet ) said:

“The best [Btiygwerdo f
of truth in the face of an oppressive
ruler or la d e[Abu Dawood]

The Companions of the Messenger of
Allah () implemented this principle.
Once a man sard t
Khattaab, the second Caliph,

“Fear Al l ah O Com
Fal t [Amothér intérjected and
said Do you dare te
Commaider of the Faithful to fear

Al | alWlponihat;, Umar s al
him“ Leave hi m and
for indeed there is no good in you if
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you do not say that to us, and there is
no good in us 1 f

On another occasi
spedfic issue according to his

opi nion. When U m:
Caliph at that time, was asked about
this judgmenthe replied:

‘I'f | were asked |
with (such and such).” When he
was asked what stopped him from

refuting “Al1l whil
Commander of the Faithfuhe
replied:* I f t hat wer e

Hadeeth, | would have refuted him,
but it was his opinionand opinions
can be either right or wrongo one
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knows which opinion holds more
truth according t

B) All have the rght to own and earn
a permissible livelihood. Allaki)
says:

(And wish not for the things in which
Allah has made some of you to excel
others. For men there is reward for
what they have earned, (and likewise)
for women there is reward for what
they have arned.)4:32]

C) All have the right to gain
knowledge. Islam considers the
seeking of knowledge to be an
obligation. The Prophéet ) said:
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*Seeking knowl edg:
upon al | [IbNMMaah ms . °

D) All havethe right to utilize the

good and pure things Allah has stored
In this universe, according to the
guidelines of the religion. Allah)

says:

(He it is, Who has made the earth
subservient to you (i.e. easy for you
to walk, to live and to do agriculture
onit, etc.) so walk in the path thereof
and eat of His provision, and to Him
will be the Resurrection[b7:15]

E) All have the right to fill the role of
leadership in society, with the
condition of course that they have the
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necessary skills and abilities ¢lo so.
The Prophet ) said:

“Whoever 1 s given
over the Muslims and acts
treacherousl y wil|
[Ahmad]

Islam considers giving authority to
those who are not fit as a betrayal of
the trust given to us by Allah, and
this is anindication of the nearness of
the destruction of the world and the
advent of the Day of Judgment. The
Prophet( ) said:

“1'f the trust 1 s |
the striking of the Hour.{One of his
companions asked) “ How 1 s
betrayed O Messenger of Allh Pé



IsSlamHouse «com

replied: When aut horit
those who are not fit, then await the
stri ki ng [@fBukbahlje H

F) Islam has no autonomic spiritual
authority with absolute power like
those in other religions. This is due to
the fact that Islam abalhed the
practice of taking intermediaries
between Allah and His slaves. Allah
condemned the polytheists because it
led them to their worship. Allaf)

says:

(Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship
and the obediencds for Allah only.

And those who takprotectors,

helpers, and intercessors besides Him
(say) ‘*We worship t|
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they may Dbring us
[40:3]

Allah exposed the reality of these
Intermediaries, clarifying that they
neither have the ability to bring
benefit nor inflict harmnor can they
suffice themselves in the least.
Rather, they are creatures as those
who worship them. Allalil) says:

(Verily, those whom you call upon
besides Allah are only slaves like
yourselves. So call upon them and let
them answer you if indeed youvea
truthful.) [7:194]

Islam strengthened the notion of a
direct relationship between Allah and
His slaves. This relationship is built
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upon believing in Him Alone in all
respects and turning to Him directly

Il n seeking one’ s |
help and suppt, without seeking
mediation from any intercessors. If a
person commits a sin, he raises his
hands and humbles himself before
Allah alone, seeking forgiveness

from Him, whenever and wherever

he may be. Allalil) says:

(And whoever does evil or wrongs
himsel| f but after wat
Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft
Forgiving, Most Merciful.)4:110]

There is no clergy in Islam which
make things permissible or
Impermissible of their owaccord.
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None have the right to forgive others
for the sins they committed against
Al l ah or regard t|
agents to His slaves, legislating new
laws In the religion, changing set
statutes of beliefs, forgiving sin, and
granting Paradise to whothey deem

fit. The right of legislation is
exclusively for Allah.In explanation

of the following verse:

(They (the Jews and Christiariepk
their rabbis and their monks to be
their gods besides Allahy:31]

The Prophef ) said:

" T h (&hg Christiangnd the Jews)
did not worship thenioy praying to
them, etc.put when[the priests and



IsSlamHouse «com

rabbis|made something permissible
for them, they took it to be
permissible, and when they made
something impermissible for them,
they al so made it

[at-Tirmidhi]

G) The religion of Islam has given
certain rights to every individual,
each according to their different roles
In society. This is to ensure that life
carries on smoothly and in the best
manner, and that all may take full
benefit from the religpn. Parents,
children, relatives, neighbors, friends,
etc. all have specific rights mandated
for them in Islam. Allak!) says:
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(Worship Allah and join none with
Him in worship, and do good to
parents, kinsfolk, orphans, the poor,
the neighbor who is neaf kin, the
neighbor who is a stranger, the
companion by your side, the wayfarer
[you meet] and thoséslaves]whom
your right hands possess. Verily,
Allah does not like such as are proud
and boastful.)4:36]

The Prophet ) said:

Do not emarvdgnoe ach
praise an item or offer a higher price
If you are not intending to buy it, do
not hate each other, do not turn your
backs on each othépy cutting ties)
and let not one of you offer to sell
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something for a lesser price when he
knows that his fther is about to

strike a deal. Rather, be slaves of
Allah and be brothers. The Muslim is
the brother of another Muslim; he is
not unjust to him, and he does not
betray him, deceive him, nor belittle
him. Piety and Goaonsciousness is

h e r pointihg tohis heart thrice. | t
IS enough evil that a person belittles
his Muslim brother. It is prohibited to
transgress agail nsi
weal t h, &uslismhonor .

The Prophef ) also said:

“None of vyou trul
loves for his brothewhat he loves
f or h i[akBukhbrf] . ”
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Even those who show enmity to
Islam have rightsibu Azeez bin
Umair the Dbrother
Umair said:

“l was taken capt |
Badr. The Prophdt )said:* Tr eat
t he prisoner s stael |
group of the Ansad®], and when

they ate their lunch and dinner, they
themselves would eat dates while

they would feed me brefidd]due to
what the Prophdgt )or der ed t
[at-Tabaraani]

The religion of Islam even gives
animals certain rights asell.
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When the Prophét ) passed by an
emaciated camel due to hunges,
said:

‘“Fear Al l ah 1 n re
animals,[a creationwhich can not
speak their will. If you ride them,

then treat them accordinglipy

making them strong and fit for that)
and if you eat them, then treat them
accordingly(by making them fat and
healthy) [Abu Dawood]

Islam legislates certain rights which
Individuals must give to a group, and
other rights which a group must offer
to an individual. The individual
should keephe interest of the group
In mind, and the group should keep
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the interest of the individual in mind.
The Prophet ) said:

“The believers ar
structure, each on@rick)
strengt herasdthemhe o
clasped his hands and intertwined his
fingers.[al-Bukhari]

When the two interests are in
opposition, the interest of the group
should be upheld over the interest of
the individual; for example, a house
which is about to collapse should be
demolished becae it may harm
those who pass by it, and the owner
should be reimbursed.
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110] Islam is the religion of mercy,
love and compassion, and it forbids
harshness. The Prophet) said:

“ T h e-Mekciful shows mercy to
those who show mercy. Show mercy
to thoseon Earth, and you will be
shown mercy by the One above the
heavens. The womb is derived from
My name ArRahman. Whoever
maintains its tiegof kinship], Allah

will continue to have mercy on him,
but whoever severs its ties, he will be
severed fmermcgl | "al
Tirmidhi]

Mercy in the religion of Islam is not
confined to humans; rather, mercy is
shown to animals as well. A woman
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entered Hellfire because she tortured
her cat. The Prophét ) said:

“A woman was puni
She imprisoned it until it died, so she
entered Hellfire on account of that.
She did not feed it nor give it drink;
she locked it up, and did not set it

free to eat the insecf{and other
things)o f t h e [aleBakhari]h .

Showing kindness and mercy to
animals is a means of entering
Paradise. The Prophet) said:

“Once a man was t
business and became very thirsty. He
came across a well and descended
Into it and drank from ifWhen he

came out,he saw a dog panting and



IslamHouse «com

rolling his mouthin dirt [in search of
water]due to thirst. The man said,
*This dog I s as t |
he descendef@nce againfilled his

boot with water and gave water to the
dog.[Due to that]Allah rewarded

him by forgivOneg |
of those arounthe Prophef ) said,

“O Messenger of Al
rewarded on account of our well
treat ment Hefepliedni m:
“Yes 1 n fhe waltreathent

of] every fresh live(living thing)

you wi | | r gad-ei ve |
Bukhari]

If this is the mety Islam shows to
animals, what is the status of mercy
that it shows to humans, a creature
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Allah has preferred and honored over
all other creatures? Allat) says:

(And indeed We have honored the
Children of Adam, and We have
carried them on land and sead

have provided them with all lawful
good things, and have preferred them
above many of those whom We have
created with a marked preference.)
[17:70]

11] Islam does not allow celibacy,
monasticism, and the rejection of

lawful worldly joys. The Prophet )
said:

‘Do not make thini
yourselves so that things will be
made hard for you, for indeed a
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people made things hard on
themselves and Allah made things
hard upon them, and this is what is

left of them from their places of

wor shi p aThenhérecited s
the verse:

(But the monasticism which they
iInvented for themselves, We did not
prescribe for them, bythey sought

It] only to please Allah therewith, but
that they did not observe it with the
right observance[pb7:27][11]

The Prophef ) said:

‘“Eat , dri nk, and
going into excesses or pride and
vanity. Indeed Allah loves to see the
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traces of Hi s boul
[al-Haakim]

At the same time, Islam does not
permit a person to indulge Iin this
materialistic lifeor engross himself in
its desires and entertainments without
any guidelines. Rather, it is a religion
of moderateness which balances the
Il ndi vidual s |1 fe
and the next, making each
complimentary to the other.

It orders that a person lagice

between the requirements of his body
and soul. For example, when a
Muslim is busy carrying out the
requirements of his daily life, it

orders him to remember the
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requirements of his soul through
worship. Allah (I) says:

(O you who believe! When theltes
proclaimed for the prayer on the day
of Friday, come to the remembrance
of Allah and leave off busine$and
every other thing]that is better for
you if you did but know!]62:9]

Furthermore, when a Muslim is busy
seeking his livelihood, it remindsm
not to disregard his material needs
and sustenance. Allgh says:

(Then when théFriday] prayer is
finished, you may disperse through
the land, and seek the Bounty of
Allah (by working, etc.) [62:10]
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Islam praises those who gather the
good of bolh aspects. Allalil) says:

(Men whom neither trade nor sale
diverts them from the Remembrance
of Allah, or from performing the
prayers, nor from giving obligatory
charity. They fear a Day when hearts
and eyes will be overturned (from the
horror of the tormant of the Day of
Resurrection) [24:37]

Islam has preserved the rights of the
soul, body and intellect as allocated
In the Shari‘ah, which is not extreme
In any perspective. The Muslim is
charged with safeguarding himself
and taking into account everytig he
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does,as is clarified by the words of
Allah:

(So whosoever does good equal to
the weight of an atom, shall see it.
And whosoever does evil equal to the
weight of an atom, shall see it.)
[99:7-8]

He should not deny his body the
lawful worldly pleasues, whether
foods, drink, clothing, marriage, or
work. Allah (I) says:

(Say [O Muhammad ()] : * Who
forbidden the adoration with clothes
given by Allah, which He has
produced for his slaves, and all kinds
of good and pure things of His
Sustenance?):32]
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Islam has only forbidden filthy and
harmful things, whether they cause
harm to the minds, bodies, wealth, or
society; for the human soul was
created by Allahl), and He made
them successors on the earth in order
to worship Him and implement His
legislations. No one has the right to
destroy or bring these things to an
end, except if Islam grants him the
right. Allah created a suitable and
complete body for this soul so that it
may fulfill the commandments of
Allah in regards to worship, rights,
and dher obligations, as well as to
develop this world. Allahil) says:

(Verily, We created man of the best
stature.)95:4]
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Due to this reason, Allah) ordered
us to safeguard and take care of this
body in accordance to the guidelines
set in the Religion. fAereforeJslam
has legislated the following:

A) Purification: Allah(l) says:

(Truly, Allah loves those who
constantly turn unto Him in
repentance and loves those who
purify themselves.)2:222]

Allah hasmade ablution a condition
for the validity of the prayer which a
Muslim establishes five times a day.
The Prophef ) said:

“No Prayer 1 s acc
purification, and no charity Is



IsSlamHouse «com

accepted from earnings made from
| mper mi ssi [pMusem]s o u |

Allah (1) also ordered that one take a
complete bath after sexual discharge
or intercourse, as in H{$) words:

(And if you have had sexual
discharge, then purify yourself by
bathing your whole body[b:6]

Allah has made having a complete
bath highly commedable when
performing congregational worship,
such as the Friday Prayer,
celebrations of * |

U mr(thehgreater and lesser
pilgrimages)
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B) Maintaining hygieneyhich is
done through the following:

1. Washing one’ s h
andd t er meal s and
mouth after eating. The Prophet)

said:

“After eating f oo
food between his teeth, let him

remove it, and if one of you finds
some leftover in his mouth, let him
swallow it. Whoever does that, does
what isbetter and good, and whoever
does not , t hen t h
[Abu Dawood]

2.  Maintaining cleanliness of the
mouth and teeth. The Messenger of
Allah ( ) said:
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*Had 1t not been
would overburden my nation, | would
have ordered #m to to use the siwak
(toothsticklb ef or e every

[al-Bukhari & Muslim]

3. Cleaning the places that may
become a breeding ground for germs
and filth. The Messenger of Allgh )
said:

“There are five a
the innate nature vitwhich Allah
created man: circumcision, shaving

of the pubic hair, plucking the hair of
the armpits, shortening the
moustache, and cl |
[al-Bukhari]
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4.  Eating and drinking only those
things which are pure, lawful and
wholesome. Allahl) says:

(O you who believe! Eat of the good
and lawful things that We have
provided you with, and be grateful to
Allah, if it is indeed He Whom you
worship.)[2:172]

The religion has laid out guidelines
by which one can enjoy good and
pure things in a @y such that it
maintains moderateness without
going into excess, since it would be
detrimental to health. Allafl) says:

(..and eat and dr i |
extravagance, certainly He (Allah)
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likes not those who waste by
extravagance/):31]

The Prophe( ) explained how one
should eatsaying:

*Man does not f il |
than his stomach. It is enough for the
child of Adam that he takes a few

bites which will straighten his back.

If you must[eat morelthen a third

[of the stomach should be diled]

for food, a third for water, and a third

f or br ¢adTirrmidhin&gbn ”
Maajah]

5. Islam has prohibited
consuming anything filthy or impure,
whether it is food or drink, such as
carrion, blood, swine, intoxicants,
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drugs, or cigarettes. Omaust
preserve their health. Allal) says:

(He has forbidden you only carrion
and blood, and the flesh of swine, and
that which is slaughtered as a
sacrifice for other than Allah. But if
one is forcedy necessity without
willful disobedience or transgressing
due limits, then there is no sin on

him. Truly, Allah i1s OftForgiving,

Most Merciful.)[2:173]

Allah (I) also says:

(O you who believe! Intoxicants,
gambling, alansaab, and -&zlaam
(arrows forseeking luck or decision)
are an abominati ol
handiwork. So avoid strictly all that
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labomination]in order that you may

be successful. Satan wants only to
excite enmity and hatred between you
with intoxicants and gambling, and
hinder you from theemembrance of
Allah and from the prayer. So, will
you not then abstain?):90-1]

6. Taking part in beneficial

sports, such as wrestling. The Prophet
() himself once wrestled a man
named Rakaanalal-Haakim]

Other beneficial sports include
swimming, horseback riding, and
archery. -Khdtmabi), | b
the second Caliph and one of the
closest companions of the Prophet

( ), said:
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“Teach your chil di
Sswi mming, and hor

7.  Seeking cure upon falling ill.
The Prophef ) said:

“1 ndeed [dhdatedidiseadesa s
as well as cures. For every disease

there i1s a cure, but do not seek cure In
t he pr o/Abu bawood]d . ”

8. It orders that we establish
worship. Acts of worship nourish the
soul. A soul that is not nourished
with acts of worship is one in agony.
Allah (1) says:

(Those who believe and whose hearts
find rest in the remembrance of
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Allah, Verily, in the remembrance of
Allah do hearts find resf].3:28]

Islam considers neglectirige needs

of the body and denying it its right;
such as rest, nutrition, and marriage a
sin. Anas bin Malik(t) said:

“Three peopl e cami
the wives of the Prophét ) asking
about the worship of the PropHhet).
When they were informedhey

thought it was insufficient for them
and said, “Who ar
to the Prophet ) for indeed Allah

has forgiven him his past and future

s 1 nOnedfthemsaid, As f or
wi | | pray t Amothevh o |
said, I wi | | f ateout e v
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r e sand,the other said, | wi | |
away from women al
The Messenger of Allah ) came

[and when he heard this, hegdid,
“Are you the peopl
and such? As for me, by Allah,

Indeed | am the most fearing of Allah
andpious amongst you, yet | fast and
eat, | pray and sleep and | marry
women. Whoever desires other than
my Sunnah is not from

me . 7 [al-Bukhari]

112] Islam is a Religion which
encourages people to seek
knowledge. Allanl) says:

(Say: Are those whknow equal to
those who know not?39:9]
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It dispraises ignorance and the
ignorant. Allah(l) mentions in the
Qur'an that Moses said:

(I seek refuge in Allah from being
among the ignorant and foolish.)
[2:67]

There are certain types of knowledge
which aremandatory upon every
Muslim to learn; this knowledge
relates to the Muslim's dally life,
worldly and religious affairs. Other
types of knowledge are considered a
collective duty(i.e. if some learn it,
the sin of not learning would not
encompass the entiseciety)
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Allah did not order His Prophét )
to desire more of anything in this life
except knowledge. Allah ) says:

(..and say: My Lor
knowledge.)20:114]

Islam gives high regard to scholars
and gaining knowledge. The Prophet
() said:

*“He 1 s not from m
who does not respect his elders, nor
shows mercy to the young, nor gives
due r i1 ght [d-TDrmidhi]s c |

Islam has given scholars an honored
status. The Prophét ) said:
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“The excell ence o0
worshipper is like my excellence over
t he | ea$atTirmidhi] y ou . '

In order to spread knowledge and
encourage that it be sought, Islam has
considered seeking, learning, and
teaching knowledge a type of striving
for which a person receives reward
and apath which leads to Paradise.
The Prophef ) said:

“Whoever seeks kni
considered to be in Jihad until he
r et u[atTisnidhi]

He( ) also said:

“Whoever treads a
knowledge, Allah will make easy for
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him a path to Paradise. No gmof
people gather in a Masjid to recite the
Book of Allah and study it, except
that peace and tranquility descend
upon them, they are enveloped in
mercy, the angels surround them, and
Allah mentions them to those present
with Him. Whoever
him [from attaining Paradisd]is
lineage would be of no benefit to him
[on the Day of Judgment]|[Muslim]

Islam not only encourages seeking
religious knowledge; rather, it
encourages learning all beneficial
knowledge. This is considered a
collective duy upon the Muslim
nation and is considered an act of
worship. Allah(l) says:
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(See you not that Allah sends down
water (rainjfrom the sky, and We
produce therewith fruits of varying
colors, and among the mountains are
streaks white and red, of varying
colors andothers)very black, And

of men and moving living creatures,
and cattle, in like manner of various
colors. It is only those who have
knowledge among His slaves that
fear Allah. Verily, Allah is All
Mighty, Oft-Forgiving.)[35:27-28]

These verses ttanankind to ponder
and think; which in turn would lead
them to affirm the existence of a
creator who created all things, it also
tells us to benefit from all that Allah
has placed in the universe. There Is
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no doubt that those who are called to
think In these verses are not the
scholars of the religion alone; rather,
It includes scholars in other fields
who have the ability to discover the
secrets Allah has stored in this
universe.

For example, one learns how clouds
are formed and rain falls through
chemstry and physics. Similarly, one
learns how plants, fruits and crops
grow through the knowledge of
agriculture, one learns about
mountains through geology, and one
learns about the forms of humans and
animals through genealogy.
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113] The religion of Islanencourages
people to constantly review their
deeds and actions. This in turn causes
Muslims to strive and do their utmost
and stay away from everything which
angers Allanl).

Muslims know well that Allah sees
them and knows what they do, so
they do whathey are ordered and
refrain from the unlawful. When a
Muslim refrains from theft, he does
so on account of his fear of Allah, not
because he fears humans. Islam
harmonizes man's outward and
Inward actions. Allalil) says:
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(And if you speak aloud, then niy,
He knows the secret and that which is
even more hidden[20:7]

Prophet Muhammad ) described
Ihsaaml?]as:

*.to worship AlIl al
see Him. Even though you do not see
Hi m, f or HaBukharg s

Keepi n gctiomyaad dseds in
check are a result of the following
beliefs:

A) The belief that Allah is the only
One Who deserves to be worshipped.
He is perfect in all aspects; He knows
all of what takes place in this
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universe, and nothing occurs except
If He wills it. Allah(I) says:

(He knows what goes into the earth
and what comes forth from it, what
descends from the heaven and what
ascends thereto. And He is with you
(by his knowledgewherever you
may be. And Allah is the AlEeer of
what you do.)57:4]

His knowledge surpasses material
and tangible things. He knows the
sentiments and whisperings of the
soul. Allah(l) says:

(And indeed We have created man,
and We know what his own self
whispers to him. And We are nearer
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to him (by Our knowledgehan his
Jugudar vein.)[50:16]

B) To believe that Allah will
resurrect all people on the Day of
Judgment. Allahl) says:

(The disbelievers pretend that they
will never be resurrecte®ay:Yes!
By my Lord, you will certainly be
resurrected, then you will be
Informedof what you did, and that is
easy for Allah.)64:7]

C) To believe that each individual
shall be held accountable for all that
he has done. Allafi) says:

(..and no bearer of
bear the bur [@:&6d] o
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Every person shall be held
accountable before Allah for
everything they did or said, no matter
how minute these actions may seem,
both good and evil. They will be
rewarded for their good deeds,
punished for their sins. Allafl) says:

(So whosoever does good equal to
the weight of amall ant shall see it.
And whosoever does evil equal to the
weight of a small ant shall see it.)
[99:7-8]

D) The obedience of Allah and His
Messenger must be given priority
over everything. Allahl) says:

(Say: If your fathers, your sons, your
brothersyour wives, your kindred,
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the wealth that you have gained, the
commerce in which you fear a
decline, and the dwellings in which
you del i ght .. are
Allah and His Messenger, and
striving hard in His Cause, then wait
until Allah brings abouHis Decision
(punishment)And Allah guides not
the people who are obstinate in their
rebelliousness and sinfulnes$)24|

[14] In Islam, rewards of good deeds
are multiplied, while the recompense
of evil deeds is not. Allali) says:

(Whoever brings a good deed shall
have ten times the like thereof to his
credit, and whoever brings an evil
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deed shall have only the recompense
of the like thereof.) [6:160]

A person is rewarded for merely
Intending to do good, even if they do
not follow up that intention with

action. Furthermore, if a Muslim
Intends to do an evil deed but does
not do it out of fear of Allah, they

will be rewarded as well, for they left
1t for All ah’6) sal
mentioned that Allah saliti3]:

1 f My détadoanyikeuvl,t e
do not record it as an evil deed until

he does it. If he does, do not record it
except as one sin, and if he leaves it
for My sake, record for him one good
deed. If he intends to do any deed of
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righteousness but does not do It,
record br him one good deed. If he
does it, then record for him the like of
that deed up to seven hundred

t I melal-Bukhari]

Moreover , ful f1 1 | |
desires is considered an act of
worship, 1 f the p

correct. If a person intgls to eat and
drink in order to keep his body
healthy, or to earn a living and
provide for his family and other
dependants, this will be considered
an act of worship and he will be
rewarded on account of it. The
Prophet( ) said:
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‘“I'f a per sipfamilg pe n
seeking reward from Allah, it will be
| 1 ke ¢ harlalBuykhafijor |

All deeds that a Muslim does, even
keeping a good intention, is
considered a charity:he Prophet
said:

Every Musl i m mu:
They(his Companionsg a i d :if * £/
they have nothing to give charity
wi t h?’ He repl i ed:;
with his hands benefiting himself and
givecharity. TheVy Asdi df
unabl e’ He sai d:
suffering personinneéd. They
“1 f h e Hesaidr nHet ’ld.h o u
enjointhegood. TheVy Asdi d
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hedoesnot. He ‘" @i & houl
avoid evil, and that will be his
c har i t[g-Bukhari]

[15] In Islam, if one commits a sin,
then truly repents, making a firm
commitment not to return to it, the
evil deed wich was recorded is
replaced with a good one. Allah
says:

(And those who invoke not any other
god along with Allah, nor kill such

life as Allah has forbidden, except for
just cause, nor commit illegal sexual
Intercourse; whoever does this shall
receivepunishment. He will
repeatedly face the torment on the
Day of Resurrection, and he will
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abide therein in disgrace. Except
those who repent and believe and do
righteous deeds, for those, Allah will
change their sins into good deeds,
and Allah is Oft{Forgiving, Most
Merciful.) [25:6870]

This iIs In regards to the rights of
Allah. As for the rights of people,
they must be returned and

forgiveness must be sought from
them if their rights were transgressed.

Islam addresses the intellect of the
sinner and ridghem of their
confusion by allowing them to repent
and abandon that sin. Allah ) says:

(Say: O My slaves who have
transgressed against themselves (by
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committing evil deeds and sins)
Despair not of the Mercy of Allah,
verily Allah forgives all sins. Tuly,
He is OftForgiving, Most Merciful.)
[39:53]

The religion of Islam has made the
path to repentance easy. Alldh
says:

(And whoever does evil or wrongs

hi msel f but after)
Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft
Forgiving, Most Merciful) [4:110]

This is In regards to Muslims. As for
nonMuslims who have accepted
Islam, they will be given their reward
In double, due to their belief in their
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messengers as well as their belief in
Muhammad ). Allah () says:

(Those to whom We gave the
Scripture before it; they believe in it
(the Qur'an)And when it is recited to
them,they say! We bel i eve
Verily, it is the truth from our Lord.
Indeed even before it we have been
from those who submit themselves to
Al ah 1 n I'slam as |
will be given their reward twice over,
because they are patient, and repel
evil with good, and spenh charity)
out of what We have provided them.)
[28:52-4]

In addition to this, Allah effaces alll
the sins they did befor@ccepting
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| sl am. WheR Aafsmrc ai
to accept Islam, he made a condition
that Allah would forgive all his sins.
Upon that, the Prophét ) said:

“Don’t you know t |
all[thesinsonedidpef or e 1t
[Muslim]

16] The Religion of Idm guarantees
that its followers continuously
receive the rewards for their good
deeds they performed in their worldly
lives, even after they pass away. The
Prophet( ) said:

"When a person di
receive the reward for hjgsood]

deeds excegdbr three: a charity

which continues to benefit people
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after his death, beneficial knowledge,
and a pious child who supplicates to
Al | ah f[Musimhi m. ”

The Prophef ) also said:

"Whoever calls pe:
(good acthe will receive rewards
equal to the rewards of those who do
that act, while their rewards is not
lessened. Whoever calls people to a
misguidanceéevil act) he receives

sin equal to the sins of those who do
that act, while their sins are not
lessened.[M uslim]

This Is one of the reasons why a
Muslim tries his best to reform and
rectify the wrongs of his society, by
doing good deeds, promoting
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righteousness, and fighting evil and
warning people from it.

[17] Islam is a religion which
respects one's inteltt and thought,
and has called man to use them
appropriately. Allan(l) says:

(Verily, in the heavens and the earth
are signs for the believers. And in
your creation, and what He scattered
(through the earthgf moving(living)
creatures are signs for pge who
have Faith with certainty. And in the
alternation of night and day, and the
provision(rain) that Allah sends

down from the sky, and revives
therewith the earth after its death, and
In the turning about of the winds, are
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signs for a people who undgand.)
[45:3-5]

Many verses in the Qur'an address
the intellect and encourage the person
to think. Many timesAllah says in

the Qur'an{Do they not
understand?)Do they not reflect?)
(Do they not think and ponder?)
Although this importance has been
given to the intellect, Islam limits the
circumstances in which it should be
used. One should only use it to
comprehend physical, tangible things,
not matters pertaining to the unseen
world, for this is futile and a waste of
energy.
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One of the apparent wa that Islam
respects unadulterated intellect is that
It reprimands those who blindly

follow others without knowledge, or
guidance. Allai(l) says:

(When it is said to them: Follow what
Allah has sent down hey sayNay!
We shall follow what we found our
fathers following. Even though their
fathers did not understand anything
nor were they guided?2:170]

18] The Religion of Islam conforms
to fitrah: the natural disposition of
man with which Allah created him.
Therefore, Islam does not contradict
the man's nature. Allahl) says:
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( ..Al'l ah'"s Fitrah
Monotheismwith which He has
created mankind. No change let there
be in thelreligion of Allah] that is the
straight Religion but most men know
not.)[30:30]

This fitrah can sometimes be tainted
by external factors, thus causing it to
deviate from its correct path. The
Prophet( ) said:

“No newborn I s bol
true fitrah but his parents make him a
Christian, a Jew,
[al-Bukhari]

It is the religion which leads to the
Straight Path. Allal{l) says:
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(Say [O Muhammad ()]: Truly, my
Lord has guided me to a Straight
Path, a right Religion, the Religion of
Abraham, who turned away from all
false religions, and he was not among
those who associated partners with
Allah.) [6:161]

Nothing in Islam contradicts one's
unadulterated intellect; rather, sound
Intellect attests to the truth,
suitability, and benefit of the
teachings of Islam. All its
commandments and prohibitions are
just. Islam does not command
anything except for anbaolute or
relative benefit. Likewise, it has
forbidden things due to the fact they
are evil, or because its evil outweighs
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Its good. This fact becomes clear
when one ponders the Qur'an and
hadeeths of the Messender).

119] Islam liberated humans from
worshipping creatures to the
exclusion of Allah or along with
Allah, whether those objects of
worship are Prophets, Angels, or
anything else, to worshipping Allah
alone. This is achieved by
establishing the fact that no one can
extend benefit, ward harm, provide
sustenance except Allah. Allakh
says:

(Yet they have taken besides Him
other deities that created nothing but
rather are themselves created, and do
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not possess the ability to neither harm
nor benefit for themselves, and
possess no power (of cang)death,

nor (of giving) life, nor of raising the
dead.)[25:3]

All matters are in the Hands of Allah.
Allah (1) says:

(And if Allah touches you with harm,
there is none who can remove it but
He; and if He intends any good for
you, there is none who caepel His
Favor which He grants to
whomsoever of His slaves He wills.)
[10:107]

This applies to the Messenger of
Allah ( ) as well, irrespective of his
status with Allah. If it applies to him,
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then it necessarily applies to others as
well. Allah (1) says:

(Say [O Muhammad ()]: | possess
no power of benefit or harm to
myself except as Allah wills. If | had
the knowledge of the Unseen, |
would have secured for myself an
abundance of wealth, and no evil
would have touched me. | am but a
warner and a brirgy of glad tidings
unto people who believel.j:188]

Islam has liberated and relieved man
from stressfear and confusion by
resolving its causes; for example:

Allah has relieved humans from the
fear of death by stating that it is in
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Inevitable fact in HidHands. Allah(l)
says:

(And no person can ever die except
by All ah’s Leave
term.)[3:145]

However much man tries to flee from
deat h.. it wi | | OV
(I) says:

(Say (to thent)Verily, the death from
which you flee will surely meet you.)
[62:8]

Allah (1) has freed humans from the
fear of poverty and destitutiohie
says:

(And no (moving)living creature is
there on earth but its provision is due
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from Allah. And He knows its
dwdling place and its depogiin the
uterus, grave, etc.All is in a Clear
Book.)[11:6]

As for the fear of disease and other
afflictions, Allah(l) says:

(No calamity befalls on the earth or
In yourselves but is inscribed in the
Book of Decrees, before &\bring it
Into existence. Verily, that is easy for
Allah. In order that you may not be
sad over matters that you fail to
obtain, nor rejoice because of that
which has been given to you. And
Allah likes not prideful boasters.)
[57:22]
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About harm from anyting of the
creation, the Messenger of Allah)
said:

*Safeguard your sel
transgressing the limits of Allah, and
Allah will safeguard you. Safeguard
yourselves from transgressing the
limits of Allah, and Allah will guide
you and safeguard you frotie
hardships of this world and the
Hereafter. Be mindful of Allah in
times of ease, and He will remember
you in times of(your) hardship. If

you ask, ask Allah, and if you seek
help, seek help from Allah. All that
will take place has been recorded. If
pele try to extend you any benefit
which Allah has not ordained for you,
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they will never be able to. And if
people try to harm you with
something which Allah has not
ordained for you, they will never be
able to. If you are capable of bearing
patiently withcertainty, then do so. If
you cannot, bear patiently, for doing
so over things you dislike leads to
much good. Know that victory is
achieved through patience, and that
after anguish comes relief, and with
hardshi p comes ea:

[al-Haakim]

120] Islamis a religion which enjoins
moderateness, both in religious and
worldly matters. Allah(l) says:
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(Thus We have made y@Muslims]

a just and balanced nation, that you
be witnesses over mankind, and the
Messenger (Muhammad J) be a
witness over you.)2:143]

It is a religion of ease. The Prophet
() said:

“Al'lah did not sel
things difficult, obstinate and

Inflexible; rather[he sent meéas a
teacher and to mal
[Muslim]

Its teachings enjoin Muslims to try to
make things easy whever possible.
The Messenger of Allah ) said:
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“ G1 v etidiggs, am do not make
things hard for people ; rather make
things easy and do not make

things h a r [Muslim]

It is a Religion of tolerance and
kindness. A'ishatlthe wife of the
Prophet ) said that a group of Jews
came to the Messenger of Allah)
and said:

‘*Death be upon yol
A'ishahreplied,” And upon
deat h a nShesaid'rTshees . ’
Messenger of Allalt )s a | EAsy ”
O A'ishah. Indeed Allah loves
kindness in all matters. sla |1 d ,
Messenger of Allalt ) did you not
hear what they sal
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of Allah ( )r e p | lialeedady said,
*And up o ml-Bplknar] * 7

It is a Religion which seeks the well
being of all people. The Prophet)
said:

“The bes the qigbhtofillale |
are those who bring the most benefit
to others. The best deeds in the sight
of Allah are those which bring joy to
another Muslim, bring him some
relief, pay off a debt, or satiate
another’s hunger.
Muslim in fulfillin g his need is more
beloved to me than if | seclude
myself in devotion in a Masjid for a
month. Whoever restrains his anger,
Allah will keep his private affairs
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hidden. Whoever suppresses his rage
when he is able to take vengeance,
Allah will fill his heartwith pleasure

on the Day of Resurrection. Whoever
walks with his Muslim brother to

fulfill his needs until he fulfills it,

Allah will make his feet firm on a

day I n which peopl
|l ndeed bad manner
as Vvinegar [apoil s
Tabaraani]

It is a religion of moderateness not of
hardship. Allan(l) says:

(Allah burdens not a person beyond
his scope. He will recieve reward for
that (goodwhich he has earned, and
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he will be punished for thagevil)
which he has earned:286]

All the commandments of Islam are
built upon this principle. The Prophet
() said:

“What ever | have |
avoid it. And whatever | have ordered
you, do as much of it as possible, for
Indeed those before you were
destroyed due to their persistent
guestioning and differing with their

pr op h gNusliimj

The best evidence for this is the story
of the Companion who came to the
Messenger of Allali ) and said:
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O Messen(@edamof ,
destroyed!" He said, 'What is wrong
with you?' The Commanion said, 'l

had intercourse with my wife while |
was fasting.' The Messenger of Allah

( ) said, Are you able to free a

slave?' He replied in the negative.

The Messenger of Allap ) said, °

Are you able to fast for two
consecutive months?' He replied

the negative. The Messenger of Allah
( ) said, ' Are you able to feed sixty
poor people?' He replied in the
negative. The Prophét ) waited a
while, and when we were in that

same state, a person came by with a
container of dates, a container of the
type woven from datpalms. Hethe
Messenger )s a i d, ""Wher e
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guest iTohnee rnPa’'n r e p |
am. '’ He sai d, “Tal
chari ty.’ So the |
give it as charity to someone poorer
than me O Messenger of Allgah)?

By Allah, there is no family in

Medi na poorer t hail
Prophet( ) laughedsmiled]until

his teeth showed
f a mi l[alBuRhari]

All commandments and acts of
worship in Islam have been legislated
according tay,;aa pe.l
person is never overburdened. A
Muslim may even be excused from
performing these commandments and
acts of worshipas is demonstrated in
the following cases:
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a. One of the pillars of prayer is to
perform it while in a standing
position if one Is ale to do so. If a
Muslim cannot perform it while
standing up, they may do so while
sitting, and if they are not able, they
may perform it while lying down on
their sides. If they cannot even do
that, they can perform it through
gestures.

b. If a persoroes not have the
minimum required amount of money
In his possession, he does not have to
offer the obligatory charityZakaah)

On the contrary, if the person is
needy or poor, he is to be allotted a
share of the Zakaah.
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c. Muslims are excused from fasii

If they are sick. Women are also
excused if they are pregnant, or if
they are experiencing their menstrual
periods or pospartum bleeding.

d. One is excused from performing
Hajj if they are not able physically or
financially. Allah(l) says:

(And the performing of Hajj to the
House[Kaabalis a duty that mankind
owes to Allah, those who have the
ability.) [3:97]

If a person fears that he will die out
of hunger, it is permissible for him,
according to his need, to eat and
drink things normallyforbidden, such
as pork and wine. Allafi) says:
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(But if one Is forced by necessity
without willful disobedience nor
transgressing due limits, then there is
no sin on him.J2:173]

121] The Religion of Islam respects
all divine religions in their
unadulerated forms and obliges
Muslims to believe in them and to
love and respect the messengers
which brought them. Allakl) says:

(Verily, those who disbelieve In

Allah and His Messengers and wish

to make distinction between Allah
and Hi s MessWeamger
beli eve I n some b
and wish to adopt a way In
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between.)

Islam forbids a Muslim from
|l nsul ti ng ot hers
Allah (1) says:

(And insult not those wdm they (the
disbelieversworship besides Allah,
lest they insult Allah wrongfully
without knowledge.)6:108]

Rather, it commands one to discuss
and argue with the disbelievers in a
good, wise, and kind manner. Allah

(I) says:

(Invite to the path of yourord with
wisdom and fair preaching, and argue
with them in a way that is better.
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Truly, your Lord knows best who has
gone astray from His Path, and He is
the Best Aware of those who are
guided.)[16:125]

It calls a person to pursue purposeful
dialogue wich would unite people
upon the divine methodology. Allah
(I) says:

(Say: O people of the Scripture (Jews
and Christians)Come to a word that

IS just between us and you, that we
worship none but Allah, and that we
associate no partners with Him, and
thatnone of us shall take others as
gods besides Allah. Then, if they turn
away,say:* Bear wi tness
Mu s | i) [B164] ”
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122] Islam is a Religion of peace in
the truest form; whether this is within
society, as the Prophet) said:

“*Shall whodtee | y ou
believefl4] is? A person with whom
others entrust their money and lives.

A Muslim is him whom people are

safe from(the evils of)his hands and
tongue. A true Mujaahiffighter in

the path of Allah)s he who strives to
obey Allah. The Muhaaji(is one

who abandon§hnsad nf |
& Ibn Hibbaan]

..0or on the gl obal
based on establishing mutual
relationships between Muslim and
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nonMuslim societies based upon
nonaggression,. Allall) says:

(O you who believe! Enter perfectly
In Islam, and follow not the footsteps
of Satan. Verily! He is to you a clear
enemy.)[2:208]

Islam orders Muslims to resist
aggression and to stop transgression.
Allah (1) says:

(Then whoever transgresses against
you, transgress likewise against
them.)[2:194]

In order to ensure that peace prevails,
Islam has ordered Muslims in times
of battle to accept an armistice and
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stop fighting if the enemy asks for
such. Allah(l) says:

(But if they incline to peace, then you
also incline to it, and (put youtust

In Allah. Verily, He is the AHHearer,
the All-Knower.)[8:61]

Although Islam is keen on
maintaining peace, it does not seek it
at the cost of Muslim's honor or their
humiliation. On the contrary, it orders
Muslims to maintain peace as well as
their honor Allah (I) says:

(So be not weak and ask not for
peace (from the enemies of Islam)
while you have the upper hand. Allah
IS with you and He will never
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decrease the reward of your good
deeds.)47:35]

23] There is no compulsion in the
religion of Islam, sah that people
must embrace it. People should only
embrace it if they are convinced.
Coercion is not a means to spread
Islam and its teachings. Allah

says:

(There is no compulsion in Religion.
Verily, the Right (Path ofgyuidance
has become distinctdm the wrong
path.)[2:256]

Faith and Guidance are in the Hands
of Allah. Allah () says:
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(And had your Lord willed, those on
earth would have believed, all of
them together. So will you then
compel mankind until they become
believers?]10:99]

124] From te distinguishing features
of Islam is that it allows those who
oppose them from the People of the
Book to practice their religions. Abu
Bakr (t) said:

“You wi | | pass by
have devoted themselves to
monasteries. Leave them and that to
which they have devoted

t h e ms ddt-Vabas]. ”

They are also given the freedom to
eat and drink what their religions
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allow them. Their swine are not to be
killed nor are their intoxicants to be
spilled. In civil affairs such as
marriage, divorce, financial deags,
they have the freedom to abide by the
legislations of their religions
according to the conditions and
guidelines Islam has established.

125] Islam encourages Muslims to
emancipatelaves and has promised a
great reward for those who do so, and
It IS @ means to Paradise. The Prophet
() said:

“Whoever frees a
freeeachpaft of t he owne
which he freegof the slaves body]
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from the Hellfire(meaning his whie
body) [Muslim]

Islam has legalized only one way
through which a person may be
bound to slavery, which is to be taken
captive in times of war. This is
allowed with the condition that the
leader of the Muslims commands
them to do so, for in Islam, prisers

of war are dealt with in specific ways
which Allah has commanded. Allah

(I) says:

(So, when you meet thofie war]
who disbelieve smite (theinecks,

till when you have killed and
wounded many of them, then bind a
bond firmly[on them, i.e. take them
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as captives|Thereaftefis the time]
either for generosity.e. free them
without ransom)or ransom
[according to what benefits Islam]
until the war lays down its burden.)
[47:4]

Despite this, Islam has legislated
many ways to free slaves.
Emancipaing a slave is expiation for
certain sins in Islanguch as:

*Accidental manslaughter. Allah)
says:

(It is not for a believer to kill a
believer excepjthat it be]by
mistake, and whosoever Kills a
believer by mistakdjt is ordained
that] he mustset free a believing
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slave and a compensation (blood
money)loe gi ven to tnh
family, unless they remit it. If the
deceased belonged to a people at war
with you and he was a believer; the
freeing of a believing slavies
prescribedand if he belaged to a
people with whom you have a treaty
of mutual alliance, compensation
(blood moneymust be paid to his
family, and a believing slave must be
freed.)[4:91]

*Breaking an oath. Allalil) says:

(Allah will not punish you for what is
unintentional inyour oaths, but He
will punish you for your deliberate
oaths[which you break]for its
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expiation (a broken oatli¢ed ten
poor persons, on a scale of the
average of that with which you feed
your own families; or clothe them; or
manumit a slave|b:89]

*Making one’ s wife
himself/15] Allah (1) says:

(And those who make their wives
unlawful to them and wish to free
themselves from what they uttered,
[the penalty]in that caséis] the
freeing of a slave before they touch
each other.)58:3]

*Sexual intercourse while fasting
during the month of Ramadan. Abu
Hurairah narrated that a man had
sexual relation with his wife while he
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was fasting in Ramadan. When he
told the Prophet ) he replied:

Can you f Heaepliedh s |
“No” He ,t HHeCm ns ayiodl
t wo conseculdel ve m
replied," No.” Then he
feed siI xty p[gMuslim] p

*Islam has made it expiation for
physically abusing a slave. The
Prophet ) said:

Whoever sl aps a
the expiatiof or t hat | s
[Muslim]

The religion of Islam keenly seeks to
free slavesas can be seen in the
following:
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Islam orders people to accept a
contract of emancipation. This is a
contract between the master and his
slave in which he is set free return
for an agreed sum of money. Some
scholars have stated that it is
obligatory upon the request of the
slave,citing evidence from the verse:

(And such of your slaves as seek a
writing (of emancipationgive them
such writing, if you know that they
are good and trustworthy. And give
them something yourselves out of the
wealth of Allah which He has
bestowed upon you[P4:33]
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Islam has legislated that Zakaah
(obligatory charitybe given in order
to free slaves. Allalil) says:

(Charity (Zakaahis onl for the
fugaraa(poor)and masaakegimhe
needy)and those employed to collect
'the funds] and to attract the hearts
of those who are inclingldowards
Islam]; and thoseéslaves|who wish

to free themselves by a contract; and
for those indebt;andféx| | a h’ s
Cause, and for the wayfarer; a duty
Imposed by Allah. And Allah is All
Knower, All-Wise.)[9:60]

126] The religion of Islam holds high
regards for the status of women and
gives her due honor. It has made
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honoring her a sign of a good,
wholesome caracter. The Prophet
() said:

“The beli evers wh
complete faith are those who are the
best of them in character, and the best
of you are the best of you towards

t heir wives.’

[at-Tirmidhi]

Islam defends her human nature and
does not blamBer for the expulsion
of Adam(u) from Paradise, nor is she
considered the source of sin, as do
some other religions. Allafi) says:

(O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord,
Who created you from a single
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person (Adam)and from him He
created his wiféEve), and from them
both He created many men and
women. And fear Allah through
Whom you demand your mutual
[rights] and[do not cut the relations
of] the wombgkinship). Surely,
Allah is Ever a Watcher over you.)
[4:1]

Islamfalsified the oppressive notions
held against women, especially those
which regard women as a being
Inferior to men; which, in turn leads
them to being deprived of many of
their basic human rights. The
Messenger of Allaly ) said:
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“Veri |y wowrehalvear e
of men."[16]

[Abu Dawood]

Islam has protected her honor and
chastity; a castigatory punishment
would be served in the right of those
who falsely accuse them of
fornication. Allah(l) says:

(And those who accuse chaste
women, and produce not four
witnesses, flog them with eighty
lashes, and reject their testimony
forever; they indeed are disobedient
to Allah.)[24:4]

Like men, Islam guarantees women
their right to inheritance, a right they
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were d@rived of prior to Islam. Allah
(I) says:

(There is a share for men and a share
for women from what is left by
parents and those nearest related,
whether, the property be small or
large- a legal share[}:7]

Islam gives women the right to do as
they pleae with their wealth, such as
buying and selling in accordance to
specific guidelines set in Shari'ah .
Allah (I) says:

(O you who believe! Spend of the
good things which you have earned.)
[2:267]
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Islam has made it an obligation that
they be educated. Th&ophet )
said:

*Seeking knowl edg
al | Musl I ms."”

[Ibn Maajah]

It has also made it an obligation that
they receive good upbringing and are
raised properly; this is a cause by
which one would enter Paradise. The
Prophet ) said:

' Wdlven has three daughters whom
he shelters, takes care of, and Is
merciful to, certainly enters Paradise.
A man then saildO Messenger of



IsSlamHouse «com

Allah, how about two?' He said, 'even
t w olal-Adab atMufrad]

127] Islam is the Religion of purity,
both physicabr spiritual.

Spiritual purity includes the
following:

Purity from the filth of
associating partners with Allah. Allah
(I) says:

(Verily! Joining others in worship
with Allah is a great oppression and
Injustice.)[31:13]

Purity fromthe filth of doing
deeds to show off. Allafl) says:
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(So woe unto those performers of
prayers. Who delay their prayer from
their stated fixed times. Those who
do good deeds only to be sdeh
others] And refuse to give even the
smallest of kindnesses.(.

neighborly needgots, pans,

Kni v p[H7:47]

Purity from being pleased with
one’ s acti)mentwoned Al |
that Lugman said to his son:

(And turn not your face away from
men with pride, nor walk in insolence
through the earth. Vdy, Allah likes
not each arrogant boaster. And be
moderate (or show no insolenae)
your walking, and lower your voice.
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Verily, the harshest of all voices is
the voice(braying)of the ass.)
[31:18]

Purity from vanity. The
Prophet( ) said:

“* Wabever drags his clothingn the
ground]out of vanity, Allah will not

| ook at him on t hi
[al-Bukhari]

Purity from the filth of pride.
The Prophet ) said:

“A person who has
pride in his heart will not enter

Par adimaresaid, O Me s s e
of Allah () what if a person likes to
wear nice c¢cl oHehi n
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replied, | ndeed Al | ah
and loves beauty. Pride is that you

reject the truth and look down upon
ot her s.

[Muslim]

Purity from the filth of envy.
The Prophet ) said:

“Do not hate each
each other, and do not turn your
backs upon each other; but rather be
the slaves of Allah and be brothers. It
IS Impermissible for a Muslim to
abandon his brother fanore than

t hr ee [Mduslyng . ”

As for physical purity, Allal{l) says:
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(O you who believe! When you

Intend to offer the prayer, wash your
faces and your hands (forearmg)to
the elbows, ruloy passing wet

nands overyour heads, an@vash)
your fed up to ankles. If you are in a
state of Janaabahe. had a sexual
discharge or intercoursplrify
yourself(bathe your whole body)

But if you are ill or on a journey or
any of you comes from answering the
call of nature, or you have been in
contact wih women/i.e. sexual
iIntercourseand you find no water,
then seek clean earth and wipe
therewith your faces and hands. Allah
does not want to place you In
difficulty, but He wants to purify
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you, and to complete His Favor on
you that you may be thankful5:6]

Abu Hurairah reported that the
Prophet( ) said:

T hi@lowing] verse was revealed
In description of the inhabitants of
Qubaa’:

(In it are men who love to purify
themselves. And Allah loves those
who purify themselves[p:108]

They purified[after relieving
themselvesthemselves with water,
So this verse was revealed in their
r e g a jJAlmudDawood & at
Tirmidhi]
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28] The religion of Islam has a great
iInner strength. It enters the hearts and
makes one obsessed with it. For this
reason, manyantinue to accept

Islam in spite of the weak financial
and moral backing its callers receive.
Even though its enemies spend vast
amounts of money to distort and mar
the image of Islam, people still accept
Islam in droves. Rarely does a person
enter Islam ad then reject it after

that. This inner strength also
Influenced some Orientalists who
initially studied Islam in order to find
dubious points therein. The beauty of
Islam and its true principles which
conform to the natural disposition of
man and soundtellect changed their
lives, and they later accepted Islam.
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Previous enemies to Islam now attest
that it is the true Religiortsibb said:

Well, then, if the Qur'an were of his
own composition, other men could
rival it. Let them produce ten verses
like it. If they could notand it is
obvious that they could notlet them
accept the Qur'an as an outstanding
evidential miracle.

129] Islam is a Religion of social
support; it has obligated upon
Muslims to attend to the needs of
their fellow brothers, wherevéhey
may be. The Prophét ) said:

“The beli evemey I n
and their feeling for each other are
like one bodyif one part feels pains,
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all the other parts feel pain by fever
and sl ee pMudim|s nes s

Islam orders that Muslims strive to
Improve their conditions through
offering charity, whether that charity
be obligatory or voluntary. The
Prophet( ) said:

*None of you trul
loves for his brother what he loves
f or h i[akBukhbrf] . ”

It orders that Muslims supportein
brothers in times of crises and agony.
The Prophef ) said:

*The beli evers ar
structure, each orferick]
strengt herasdthemhe o
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clasped his hands and intertwined his
f 1 n g @FBskharif

It orders that Muslims aid their
brothers and assist them in times of
war. Allah(l) says:

(And if they seek your help in
Religion, it Iis your duty to help
them.)[8:72]

It forbids that they be forsaken in
their time of need. The Prophet)
said:

“No person forsak:
Muslim brother when his honor is
being attacked, except that Allah will
forsake him at a time when he needs
It most. And no person comes to the
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aid of his Muslim brother when his
honor is being attacked except that
Allah will come to his aid at a time
heneeds t t h ¢Ahmad & Abu ”
Dawood]

130] The Religion of Islam came with
a just and fair system of inheritance,
one which distributes the wealth of
the deceased amongst his heirs each
according to their right, whether they
be young or old, male or femalehi$
division of wealth is one which all
sound intellects will attest to. The
wealth is distributed amongst the
heirs of a deceased according to their
lineage to the deceased and the
benefit they might derive from it. No
one has the right to distribute the
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Inheritance the way he desires. One
of the benefits of this system is that it
distributes resources, no matter how
vast, by dividing them into smaller
entities, thus making monopolization
Impossible. The Noble Qur'an
clarifies the share which should be
given to children parents, spouses,
and kith and kin in Surah dxisaa in
three versestl, 12, and ° ."The
Prophet ) also said:

“I'ndeed Al l ah has
his due right. So let not one of you
bequeath something to someone who
hasalready been allotted a portion of
the 1 nheri tance.”

[Abu Dawood & atTirmidhi]
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131] The religion of Islam has
legislated the way one can bequeath a
portion of his wealth. Every Muslim
has the right to bequeath a portion of
his wealth which they wish tosbused
after his death for a righteous cause
In order that it be counted for him as
a continuous charity. However, the
religion has limited the maximum
amount a person can bequeath to a
third of his total wealth. Aamir bin
Sa'd(t) said:

“The P(r)owipithderte while |

was sick 1 n Mecca.
have some wealth, may | bequeath all
of it [in charity]? ’ He repl |
sai d, “*Then half
*No.’ Then | sai d,
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repl i ed, A third,
If you leaveyour heirs rich it would

be better for them than to leave them
begging . Whatever you spend it will
act as a charity for you, even a morsel
of food which your hand feeds your
wife. Perhaps Allah will raise your
status and cause some people to
benefit fromyou, and cause others to

b e h a fahkBaldari]

Islam has placed a condition by
which one can bequeath, specifically,
that he must not harm his other
rightful heirs. Allah(l) says:

(... after payment
may have bequeathed or debts, so
thatno loss is caus€tb anyone]



IsSlamHouse «com

This iIs a Commandment from Allah.)
[4:12]

132] The Religion of Islam has
Introduced a system of criminal
punishment which guarantees peace
and security of society from crime.
Murder is prevented, wealth and
honor is proteci® criminals are
subdued, and peoples' rights are
protected from being usurped. Crime
IS reduced and its impact decreased,
for in Islam each crime has a fixed
punishment which suits it. It
sentences capital punishment for
premeditated murder. Allalh) says:
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(O you who believe! The law of
equality in punishment is prescribed
for you in case of murder{2:178]

The killer is not be beheaded if the
guardians of the deceased choose to
pardon him. Allahl) says:

(But if the killer is forgiven by the
brother (@ the relatives, etcgf the
killed against blood money, then
adhering to it with fairness and
payment of the blood money to the
heir should be made in fairness.)
[2:178]

The punishment of theft is severing
the hand from the wrist. Allafi)
says:
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(Severthe hand of the thief, male or
female, as a recompense for that
which they committed, a punishment
by way of example from Allah. And
Allah is All Powerful, All Wise.)
[5:38]

If a thief knew that his hand would be
severed if he stole, he would not
steal. Hewould value his hand, and
people's money would be safe from
his evil.

The punishment for fornication is
flogging for those who were never
married. Allah(l) says:

(The woman and the man qguilty of
lllegal sexual intercourse, flog each
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of them witha hundred stripes.)
[24:2]

A person is also be flogged if he
falsely accuses another of fornication.
Allah (1) says:

(And those who accuse chaste
women, and produce not four
witnesses, flog them with eighty
stripes.)[24:4]

All punishments and castigatioms
Islam are derived from a general
principle. Allah (1) says:

(The recompense for an evil is an evil
like thereof.)[42:40]

Allah (I) also says:
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(And Iif you punish, then punish them
with the like of that with which you
were afflicted.)16:126]

There ae specific conditions and
guidelines for the implementation of
these castigations. Furthermore, the
Implementation of these castigations
IS not a determined matter such that
they must be implemented; rather,
one may pardon and forgive if the
castigation riates to that category of
rights which belong to humans. Allah
(I) says:

(... but whoever f ol
reconciliation, his reward Is due from
Allah.) [42:40]
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The reason behind the
Implementation of these castigations
IS not to seek revenge, or to |asit
with harshness. Rather, the goal
behind the implementation of these
castigations is to protect the rights of
humans, to stabilize the security
within society and to serve as a
deterrent for those who think of
doing something which would harm
it. If the person who wants to Kkill
knows that he will be killed as well,
and the person who wants to steal
knows that his hand will be cut off,
and the fornicator and the one who
falsely accuses others of this crime
knows that he will be flogged, this
would most cdainly deter him from
doing these crimes. Allaf) says:
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(And there Is (a saving ofife for

you in atQisas(the Law of Equality

In punishment)O men of
understanding, that you may become
of the pious.)2:179]

Some may say that the castigations
legidated in Islam for certain crimes
are too harsh. Everyone agrees that
these actions are crimes whose
danger is apparent in society and that
they must be dealt with and
eradicated, and that those who
commit them should be punished.
Therefore, the only difience(in
opinion)here concerns the type of
punishment which should be mete out
for these crimes. Each of us should
ask himself whether the punishments
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legislated in Islam are more
successful in eradicating crime and
lessening it, or mamade laws,

which only increase the rate of crime.
Indeed an unhealthy body part must
be amputated Iif it means the survival
for the rest of the body.

133] The religion of Islam has
permitted all types of financial
transactions, such as buying and
selling, forming of comanies, rent,
trade and bartering in order to make
matters pertaining to daily life easy
for them. This of course, is permitted
In accordance to specific guidelines
set in Shari'ah such that no party is
harmed by the transaction and
Individual rights remaipreserved.
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Also, both sides should be happy
with the agreement, and the product
should be known amongst them as
well as the relative conditions
pertaining to it. Nothing is forbidden
In Islam except if it ensues a harm or
danger or one of the parties hret
transaction stands to be harmed, such
as interest, gambling, or a transaction
In which the product or its conditions
are unknown.

Although, everyone has the right to
freely use his money in accordance to
Shari'ah, a person may be debarred
from using itif his actions would

Inflict harm to himself or others. The
young, insane, incompetent|, and
those in debt until they pay off their
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loans are among those who are
debarred from using their wealth. In
this, we can see a great wisdom and
protection of ridnts which clearly
accords to sound intellect.

34] Islam is a clear and
unambiguous religion. There is no
belief in Islam which is confusing; a
person has the right to ask about all
of this. Allah(l) says:

(Soask of those who have knowledge
of the Scripturdgscholars]if you
know not.)[21:7]

Islam has sternly warned against
hiding knowledge from others which
Allah has revealedAllah (I) says:
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(Verily, those who conceal the clear
proofs, evidences and the dance,
which We have sent down, after We
have made it clear for the People in
the Book, they are the ones cursed by
Allah and cursed by the cursers.)
[2:159]

135] Islam is a Religion of unity and
cooperation which calls Muslims to
stand together in unityoghat they
may achieve honor and pridghis is
achieved through the following:

Leaving aside personal wants,
and desires which are stirred up by
nationalistic and tribal feelings, and
are considered factors that would lead
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to the weakness anasthtegration of
the Muslim nation.

Purifying beliefs and acts of
worship from things that taint them,
such as associating partners with
Allah and innovations in the
Religion.

Cooperation between Muslims
In all affairs, whether politil
economical, soci al
to peace and security. Alldh says:

(And hold fast, all of you together, to
the Rope of Allah, and be not divided
among yourselves|[3:103]

Islam prohibits that Muslims differ
and divide into groups. Alla(i) says:
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(And be not as those who divided and
differed among themselves after the
clear proofs had come to them. It is
they for whom there is an awful
torment.)[3:105]

Furthermore, differing is not from the
religion of Allah. Allah(l) says:

(Verily, those whadivide their
religion and break up into sects, you
|O Muhammad ()] have no concern
In them In the least. Their affair is
only with Allah, Who then will tell
them what they used to d¢o).159]

The religion has clarified the
detrimental results of diffemg and
division; among them, the enemies of
Islam would not fear the Muslims



IsSlamHouse «com

and would gain the upper hand, and
the Muslims would fall to a low
level. Allah(l) says:

(.. and do not di s|
another)est you lose courage and
your strength depart[$:46]

136] Some of the matters of the
unseen world have been explained in
Islam, as it has mentioned stories of
previous nations. Many verses detalil
what happened between those nations
and their Prophets and Messengers.
Allah (1) says:

(And indeed We sent Moses with Our
Ayaat (proofs, evidences, verses,
lessons, signs, revelations, e&nd a
manifest authority, to Pharaoh and
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his chiefs but they followed the
command of Pharaoh, and the
command of Pharaoh was no right
guide.)[11:96]

Allah (1) says:

(And (rememberywhen Jesus the son
of Mary,said:* O Chi |l dr en
am the Messenger of Allah unto you
confirming the Torah before me, and
giving glad tidings of a Messenger to
come after me, whose name shall be
Ahmad. But when héAhmad, i.e.
Muhammad ()) came to them with
clear proofsthey said? Thi s 1 s
ma g 1 [61:6] )

Allah (1) says:
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(And t o ° Atheir brothere
Hud, He said, ‘O |
Worship Allah! You have no other

god but Him. Certainly, you do

nothing but nvent(lies)!) [11:50]

Allah (1) says:

(And to Thamud (We sentheir

brother SalihHe saidX O my pe
Worship Allah, you have no other

god but Him. He brought you forth
from the earth and settled you
therein, then ask forgiveness of Him
and turn to km in repentance.
Certainly, my Lord is Nea{to all by

His Knowledge) responsive.)11:61]

Similarly, Allah narrated the stories
of other prophets and messengers and
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what took place between them and
their nations.

137] The religion of Islam challenges
all mankind to bring forth something
similar to the Qur'an, the final
Heavenly Book. This challenge is
ongoing until the Day of Judgment.
Allah (1) says:

(Let them then produce a recital like
unto it (the Qur'anif they are indeed
truthful.) [52:34]

Allah lessened this challenge by
asking mankind to try to bring only a
few chapters similar to the chapters
of the Qur'an. Allahil) says:
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(Or they say, ‘'He
Muhammad ()) forged it(the

Qur'an)’ S‘aBr:i ng you t
forged chapters like unto it, and call
whomsoever you can other than

Allah (to your help) if you speak the

t rutlihl3] )

Allah lessened this challenge further
and asked them to try to bring forth
one chaptefi 8] similar to it. Allah(l)
says:

(And if you are in doubt concerning
that which We have sent down (this
Qur'an)to Our slavedMuhammad
() then produce a chapter of the
like thereof and call your witnesses
(supporters and helpensgsides
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Allah, if you are indeed truthful.)
[2:23]

This challenge was made to all of
creation, jinn and men. Allaf) says:

(Say: If mankind and jinn were
together to produce the like of this
Qur'an, they could never produce the
like thereof, even if they helped one
anot hlé&&8] ' )

138] Jihad islegislated to protect the
religion, individual, family, and
country. It also commands that jihad
be waged against those who seek to
Impede the spread of the religion of
Allah, for it is a global call, not
limited to a specific race. Therefore,
everyone sbuld be given a chance to
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know it and the goodness, justice and
love it contains. Jihad is also waged
In order to relieve oppression and to
aid the oppressed. Allgh says:

(And fight in the Way of Allah those
who fight you, but transgress not the
limits. Truly, Allah likes not the
transgressors|[2:190]

Jihad in Islam is waged in order that
Al'lah’s Word be m
that His religion may spread. Allah

(I) says:

(And fight them until there is no
more disbelief and polytheism, and
the religion willall be for Allah
Alone [in the whole of the world]
[8:39]
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A person said to the Prophet):

A person “aotg,ht s |
another fights for fame, and yet
another fights to showoff. Which one
Il s doing so for t|
The Prophef ) answvered:
“Whoever fights 11
Word of Allah and make it supreme,
he is the one who does so for the sake
of A [allBakihdri]

The goal of Jihad is not to achieve
some worldly, personal, or satanic
benefit, nor is it carried out to expand
one s boundari es, s
military strength, or revenge. Allah

(I) says:
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(And be not like those who come out
of their homes boastfully and to be
seen of men.]8:47]

Islam is a religion which enjoins the
good and forbids the evil. This
safeguards the Musthi nation. For

the tenets of the religion can never be
upheld unless its followers adhere to
Its commandments and abstain from
Its prohibitions. It also seeks to
rectify those who have diverged from
the Straight Path, and deter them
from doing sinful actsin this

manner, society Is safeguarded from
evil and decay. The Prophet) said:

“The |1 kes of tho:
the limits set by Allah and those who
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trespass them is like a group of

people who divided their places on a
ship (before setting out toeg) Some

of them were on the upper deck while
others were on the lower deck. When
those on the lower deck required
water, they had to pass by those
above them. So t hi
make a hole in our part, we will not
have to bother thi
(those on the upper dedeft them to

do as they pleased, they would all be
destroyed, and if they are stopped

t hey woul d [a&] | b e
Bukhari]

139] The religion of Islam is
universal and covers every aspect of
life, such that it has legislated law



IslamHouse «com

and regulations concerning
transactions, warfare, marriage,
economy, politics and acts of worship
and so on. This builds a perfect
society; even if mankind gathers
together to produce something like it,
they would never be able to do so.
The more a socig furthers itself

from these laws and regulations, the
more corrupt it becomes. Allgh

says:

(And We have sent down to you the
Book (the Qur'anas an exposition of
everything, a guidance, a mercy, and
glad tidings for those who have
submitted themsebés(to Allah as
Muslims).) [16:89]
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Islam has defined the relationship
between a Muslim and his Lord, his
society and surroundings, both living
and nonliving. There is nothing in
Islam which is rejected by the natural
disposition of man or his sound
Intellect. A proof which points to this
fact is the importance it has paid to
ethics and specific issues which deal
with dally life, such as the manners
specific to answering the call of
nature and what a Muslim should do
before, during and after relieving
himself. Abdurrahman b. Zaid said
that someone said to Salman al
Faarisi,

“Your Prophet has
everything, even how to relieve
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y o ur s amanréplied: Y e s
Indeed. He forbade us from facing the
direction of Mecca when defecating
and urinatingand that we clean
ourselves with our right hands, and
that we use less than three stones
when doing so, or that we clean
ourselves with dul

[Muslim]

140] The religion of Islam is a sign of
the advent of the Day of Resurrection
and end of tig world. The Prophet

() clarified that he was the last
Prophet, and his commissioning as a
Prophet was a sign of the nearness of
the Final Hour. Ana$¢) said that the
Prophet( ) said:
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“*The Hour and | \
t hhese t wo, and h
and index finger

t oget[Mashim]”

This is due to the fact that he Is the
last and final Messenger.

The Spiritual Aspect of Islam

Worship

Worship in Islam is a term which
generally denoteobedience to the
commands of Allah, whether those
commands be related to speech,
deeds, or beliefs. Creedal acts of
worship are called the 'Articles of



IsSlamHouse «com

Faith', explained in the following
pages.

Belief in Allah

Belief in Allah enalls that Allah is
One and Unique in the following
aspects:

1] Allah is One and Unique in His
Lordship: This means that one must
attest that Allah exists, and that He is
the Creator of this universe, its
Owner and its Proprietor and the One
Who disposesf all its affairs. He is
the One Who causes all things in
existence to occur; nothing comes
Into existence except if He wills it.
Allah (1) says:
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(Surely, His is the Creation and
Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the
Lord of all that exists!)7:54]

Allah has clarified that He is the only
Creator, and that it is impossible that
there be another Creator with Him.
He () says:

(No son (or offspring or childremid
Allah beget, nor is there any god
along with Him;(if there had been
many gods)behold, eaclgod would
have taken away what he had created,
and some would have tried to
overcome others! Far removed is
Allah from every imperfection!)

[23:91]
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2] Allah is One and Unique in His
Right to Worship: This means that
one must certainly attest that Allah is
the only true god, Who deserves to be
worshipped, and all acts must be
dedicated to Him alone. One should
not rely upon anyone besides Him,
nor should a person supplicate to
anyone besides Him. A person should
only invoke Allah to relieve some
harm or fufill some need. Allahl)

says:

(And We did not send any Messenger
before you [O Muhammad ()] but

We inspired himjsayingl none has

the right to be worshipped but |
(Allah), so worship MéAlone and
none else) [21:25]
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3] Allah is One and Unigue in Hi
Names and Attributes: This means
that one must believe Iin the

uni gueness of Al |
Attributes, and that he is only
attributed with the best and most

lofty of Names and Attributes, and

that He is far removed from every
imperfection. Allah(l) says:

(And (all) the Most Beautiful Names
belong to Allah, so call on Him by
them, and leave the company of those
who belie or denyor utter impious
speech againsHis Names.]7:180]

We believe and affirm with what
Allah has described Himself In
additionto what His Messenger
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()attributed to Him, all without
drawing similarity or parallels
between the attributes of Allah and
those of His creatures, and without
suspending, distorting, or denying the
meaning of His names and attributes.
Allah (1) says:

(There is nothing like unto Him, and
He is the AllHearer, the AllSeer.)
[42:11]

Belief in the Angels

This is to believe in the existence of
another life form called angels. No
one knows their exact number except
Allah Himself. They obey Him,

fulfill His commands, and guard over
the universe and the creatures that
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dwell within. They carry out specific
orders of Allah, from administration,
observation, guarding and protecting
the universe, as well as its creatures,
all accordingtdAl | ah’ s Wi |
Order. Allah(l) says:

(And by those Angels who arrange to
do the Commands of their Lord.)
[79:5]

Allah (I) also says:

(And thosgangels]who distribute
[provisions, rain, and other blessings]
by[ Al | @ammand.]51:4]

The angels wercreated from light.
The Prophef ) said:
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“The angel s were
the Jinn were created from a
smokeless flame of fire, and Adam
was created from what was described
to you(in the Qur'an: black dry

clay). [Muslim]

The Angelsare from the unseen
world. Although they were created
from light, they cannot be seen. Allah
(I) has however given them the

ability to change their appearance in
order to be seen and witnessed. Allah
Informs us that the angel Gabriel)
came to Mary in ta form of a

human, a fact also mentioned in the
Bible. Allah (I) says:
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(She placed a scre@o screen
herself]from them; then We sent to
her a Spirit from us (Gabriel @and

he appeared before her in the form of
a man in all respectShe said:

* 'V e rl sekekyrdfuge with the Most
Beneficent/Allah) from you, if you
do f eaiTheAindelsha.i 'd:
am only a Messenger from your
Lord, [to announceto you the gift of
a righteodus son.’

The Prophet ) saw Gabrielu)in
the true form Allah crated him. He
had six hundred wings, and he had
blocked the horizon due to his size.

The angels have wings; some have
two wings, others have three, while
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others have more than that. Alléin
says:

(All the praises and thanks be to
Allah, the[only] Originaor of the
heavens and the earth, Who made the
angels messengers with wings, two or
three and four. He increases in
creation what He wills. Verily, Allah

IS Able to do all things.[35:1]

As for theirother physical attributes,
Allah has not informed us of them.
Allah has however, specifically
Informed us of some of their task and
roles.

The angels constantly worship Allah,
obey Him, and praise HimAllah (1)
says:
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(They (i.e. the angelgjlorify His
Praises night and dajand]they
never slackeito do sol) [21:20]

Allah (1) created them to worship and
obey Him. Allah(l) says:

(The Messiah (Jesus wjll never be
so proud to reject being a slave to
Allah, nor|will] the angels who are
near(to Allah].) [4:172]

The angels act as emissaries between
Allah and His messengers amongst
mankind. Allah(l) says:

(Which the trustworthy Spirit
(Gabriel)has brought down. Upon
your heart [O Muhammad )] that
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you may begone]of the warners. In a
plain Arabic Bnguage.)26:193195]

Allah created them to carry out
different tasks with which He
commands them:

(They fear their Lord above them,
and they do what they are
commanded.)16:50]

The angels are not the children of
Allah; but they must be respected and
loved. Allah(l) says:

(And they say: ° TI
(Allah) has begotten a chilérom the
angels] ’ Far removed

every imperfection! Theyihe
angels) are but honored slaves. They
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speak not until He has spoken, and
[then]they act on His Gmmand.)
[21:26-27]

The angels are not partners,
associates, or rivals with Allah. Allah

(I) says:

(Nor would He order you to take
angels and Prophets for gods. Would
He order you to disbelieve after you
have submitted to Allah's Will?)
[3:80]

Allah informsus of the names and
tasks of some of the Angels. Gabriel
(u) was given the task of revelation.
Allah (1) says:
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(Which the trustworthy Spirit
(Gabriel)has brought down. Upon
your heart [O Muhammad )] that
you may bgone]of the Warners.)
[26:1934]

Michael(u) has been assigned the
task of rain and vegetation. Allah
says:

(Whoever is an enemy to Allah and
His angels and His messengers and
Gabriel and Michaet then indeed,
Allah is an enemy to the
disbelievers.]2:96]

The Angel of Death is the Amrd
given the task of collecting peoples'
souls at the time of death. Allah
says:
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(Say: “The Angel |
over you will take your souls, then

you shall be brought back to your
Lord.) [32:11]

Israafeel is the angel who was given
the task tdolow the trumpet on the
Day of Resurrection. Allali) says:

(Then, when the Trumpet is blown,
there will be no kinship among them
that Day, nor will they ask of one
another.J23:101]

Malik is the Keeper of Hellfire. Allah
(I) says:

( And t he\yOMalk!'lLet cr
your Lord make anend of is. He
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willsay:* Veri |l 'y, vyou
f or e {4877, ' )

The Zaabaaniyah are the angels who
are given the task of punishing the
Inhabitants of Hellfire. Allal!) says:

(Then, let him call upon his council
[of helpers] We will call the guards
of Hell [to deal with him]) [96:17-8]

Every human has been assigned two
angels; one who records his good
deeds, and the other who records his
sins. Allah(l) says:

([Remember![That the two receivers
(Recording Angelsreceive, one
sitting on the right and one on the left
[to note his or her actionsNot a
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word does héor shelutter, but there
IS a watcher by him readio record
it].) [50:17]

Ridhwaan is the Keeper of Paradise
and there are other angels who are
chaged with protecting humans.
There are many more, and each has
been assigned a specific task. Some
have been mentioned in the Qur'an
and the Sunnah, while others have
not, but we must believe in them all.

The Benefits of Belief inthe Angels

Through belief in the angelgje may
benefit in the following ways:

1] We come to know the
Magnificence of Allanh(l), His
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ability, and His AllEncompassing
Knowledge and Will, for indeed the
magnificence of His creation is a
proof of the magtficence of the
Creator.

2] When a Muslim feels that there
are angels closely watching what he
IS saying and doing, and that
everything he does is either for him
or held against him, he is keen to
perform righteous deeds and abstain
from sins, whether heialone or in
public.

3] One is saved from fables and
superstitions held by those who have
Incorrect beliefs in regard to the
Unseen world.
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4] One comes to know the Mercy
which Allah shows to His righteous
slaves.

BeliefinAllah 6 s Books

To believe 1 n Al Il
believe that Allal(|) revealed
Heavenly Books to His Messengers
to convey them to mankind. These
Books, at the time of their revelation,
contained nothing but the truth. In
them was the Message of the
Oneness oAllah (1): that there is no
creator, administrator, or owner
except Him, that all worship should
be directed to Him and no one else,
and that to Him belongs all excellent
Names and Attributes. He is nothing
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like His creation, and none can be
compared to Hn. Allah (1) says

(Indeed We have sent Our
Messengers with clear proofs, and
revealed with them the Scripture and
the Balance (justicahat mankind
may keep up justice[p7:25]

A Muslim must believe in all the
Heavenly Books and he must believe
that the were originally from Allah

(I). However, it is not lawful for him
to abide by its laws, since these
Books were revealed to specific
nations during specific times.

1] The Scriptures of Abrahain)
and Moses: The Qur'an has given a
brief insight about theeligious
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fundamentals found in these
scriptures. Allail) says:

(Or, has he not been informed of
what is in the scriptures of Moses?
And [of] Abraham who fulfilled (the
commandments)lhat no bearer of
burden shall bear the burden of
another; And that man shall have
nothing but what he strives for; And
that his striving shall soon be seen;
Then shall be rewarded for it with the
fullest reward; and that to your Lord
IS the goal.]53:36-42]

2] The TorahThe Torah is the
Sacred Book which was revealed to
Moses(u). Allah (1) says:
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(Verily, We did send down the Torah
[to Moses] therein was guidance and
light, by which the Prophets, who
submitted t hemsel
judged the Jews. And the rablisd

the priestgtoo judged the Jews by

the Torah after those Prophefsi to
them was entrusted the protection of
Al'l ah’s Book, and
witnesses thereto. Therefore, fear not
men but fear M¢O Jews]and sell

not My Verses for a miserable price.
And whosoever does not judge by
what Allah has revealed, such are the
disbelievers.]5:44]

The Qur'an has explained some of the
teachings which were found in the
Torah, and from them is a mention of
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some of the characteristics of the
Messenger Muhammadd ). Allah (1)
says:

(Muhammad () Is the Messenger of
Allah, and those who are with him
are severe against disbelievers, and
merciful among themselves. You see
them bowing and falling down
prostratgin prayer] seeking Bounty
from Allah and/His| Good Plasure.
The mark of thenii.e. of their Faith)
IS on their faces from the traces of
[their] prostration. This is their
description in the Toraflorah))
[48:29]



IslamHouse «com

Allah also mentioned in the Qur'an
some of the religious rulings revealed
In the Torah. AllaK(l) says:

(And We ordained therein for them:

‘“Life for | 1fe, e
nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth, and
wounds equal for

anyone remits the retaliation by way
of charity, it shall be for him
expiation. And whosoever does not
judge by that which Allah has
revealed, such are the wrongdoers.)
[5:45]

3] The Zaboo(Psalms) The Zaboor
IS the Scripture revealed to David).
Allah (1) says:
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(.and to David We
Zaboor.)[4:163]

4] The Injeel(Gospel) The Injeel is
the Sared Book which was revealed
to Jesusu). Allah (1) says:

(And In their footsteps, We sent
Jesus, son of Mary, confirming the
Torah that had come before him. And
We gave him the Injeel, in which was
guidance and light and confirmation
of the Torah thatdd come before it,

a guidance and an admonition for the
Allah-fearing.)[5:46]

The Qur'an has explained some of
what was found in the Torah and the
Injeel; such as the prophecy of
Muhammad ):
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(.and My mercy e
things; so | will ordain ifspecially]
for those who guarfhgainst evil]

and give Zakah, and those who
believe in Our verses. Those who
follow the unlettered Prophet, whom
they find written down with them in
the Torah and the Injediyhich]
enjoins them good and forbids them
evil, and makes lawful to them the
good things and makes unlawful to
them impure things, and removes
their burden and the shackles which
were upon them; so those who
believe in him and honor him and
help him, and follow the light which
has been sent down withnmj these it
IS that are the successfUl7)156]

n

l
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They also encourage that people fight
j1 had i n All ah’ s
make His religion supreme. Allgh
says:

(Verily, Allah has purchased of the
believers their lives and their
properties; for therice that theirs
shall be the Paradise. They fight in
Al'l ah’s Cause, so
and are killed. It is a promise in truth
which is binding on Him in the Torah
and the Injeel and the Qur'an. And
who is truer to his covenant than
Allah? Then rejaie in the bargain
which you have concluded. That is
the supreme succesf)111]
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5] The Noble Qur'an: One must
believe that the Qur'an is the Speech
of Allah which Gabrielu) brought to
Muhammad ) in clear Arabic
language. Allahil) says:

(Whichthe trustworthy Spirit
(Gabriel)has brought down. Upon
your heart [O Muhammad )] that
you may begone]of the warners. In a
plain Arabic languagel/r6:1935]

The Qur'an is different than the
Heavenly Books that precedediit,
the following ways:

a) The Qur'an is the last of the
Heavenly Books, confirming the
previous Books concerning the
Message of His Oneness and the
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obligation to worship and obey Him.
Allah (1) says:

(And We have sent down to you [O
Muhammad ( )] the Book(this
Qur'an)in truth, @nfirming the
Scripture that came before it and a
witness over it).)5:48]

b) All previous Books were

abrogated by the Qur'an. Its teachings
are divine, final, everlasting and
suitable for all times and places.

Allah (I) says:

(This day, | have perfectgaur
religion for you, completed My Favor
upon you, and have chosen for you
Islam as a religion]p:3]
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c) The Qur’ an was
mankind at large; not to a specific
nation, as were previously revealed
Heavenly BooksAllah says:

(And We have not seybu [O
Muhammad ()] except to all of
mankind, as a giver of glad tidings
and a warner, but most people know
not.) [34:28]

Even if the other Books agree with
the Qur'an in the fundamentals of the
religion, they address a specific
people. Due to this,strulings and
regulations are particular to them. It
IS attributed to Jesus) in the Bible
that he himself said:
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“l was sent only
the housdchildren)of | sr ael
[Matthew 15:24]

d) Its recitation, memorization and
teaching are rexyded as acts of
worship. The Messenger of Allgh)
said:

Whoever recili tes
Qur'an, he will receive ten rewards. |
do not mean t hat |
IS one | etter, r af
“Laam’ ' s a | ett el
| et fateTmrmidhi]

e) The Qur'an includes all the
legislations which are needed to
reform society. | |
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under standi mgmans |
says about the Qur'an:

It (the Qur'an]js literal revelation of
God, dictated to Muhammad ) by
Gabriel perfect in every letter. It is
an evepresent miracle witnessing to
itself and to Muhammad ), the
Prophet of God. Its miraculous
guality resides partly in its style, so
perfect and lofty that neither man nor
jinn could produce a single chapter to
conpare with its briefest chapter, and
partly in its content of teachings
prophecies about the future, and
amazingly accurate information such
as the unlettered Muhammad could
never have gathered of his own
accord.
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f) It I1s a historical account explaining
theseries of religions which were
revealed to the various prophets and
messengers. It accounts for what
transpired between them and their
nation, from Adam to Muhammad,
may Allah praise them all.

g) Allah has preserved the Qur'an
from all distortions, adultations,
additions, or impairments. Allah)
says:

(Indeed it is We ourselves Who have
sent down the Remembrance (the
Qur'an)and surely, it is We Who

shall guard iffrom distortion}])

[15:9]
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h) As for the other Books, Allah did
not promise to protethem, for they
were revealed to a particular people
In a particular time. For that reason,
they were distorted. Allali) says:

(Do you (faithful believersgovet that
they will believe in your religion
despite the fact that a party of them
(Jewish rabbisused to hear the Word
of Allah (the Torah) then they used
to change it knowingly after they
understood it?)2:75]

In regards to the distortion of the
Christians in the Gospels, Allah
says:

(And from those who call themselves
Christians, We took thecovenant,
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but they have abandoned a good part
of the Message that was sent to them.
So We planted amongst them enmity
and hatred till the Day of
Resurrection, and Allah will inform
them of what they used to do. O
people of the Scripture! Now has
come toyou Our Messenger
(Muhammad ) explaining to you
much of that which you used to hide
from the Scripture and passing over
(.e. leaving out without explaining)
much. Indeed, there has come to you
from Allah a light and a plain Book
(this Qur'an)) [5:14-15]

Among the things that the Jews and
Christians innovated in their
religions, was the falsehood of
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attributing a son to Allah. Some Jews
claimed that Ezra was the son of
Allah, while the Christians claimed
that the MessialiJesuswas the son

of Allah. Allah(l) says in this regard:

(And the Jews say: Ezra is the son of
Allah, and the Christians sathe
Messiah is the son of Allah. That is a
saying from their mouths. They

Imitate the sayingf the disbelievers

of ol d. All ah’s Ci
how they are deluded away from the
truth!) [9:30]

Allah refuted their claims and
clarified the correct belief one should
hold, saying:
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(Say [O Muhammad ()] ‘'He |
Allah, One. Allah is the Self

Sufficient Master Whom all creatures
need. He begets not, nor was He
begotten; And there is none equal or
comparabl e[llki-4]o HI

From this, it should be clear that the
different versions of the Bible in
circulation today are not the Words
of Allah, na the Words of Jesus!).
Rather, they are the Words of his
followers and students. It includes his
biography, admonitions and
commands, but much distortion has
been made to it in order to serve
specific purposes. Steve Allesgid

In his book:'On the Bile, Religion,

& Morality':
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“The numbdéginmtheof er |
Bible]... amounts to about 6,000! It is
absurd to try to make this factual
reality conform to the popular
Impression that the Bible is totally
errorf r e[¥] ”

The Benefits of B
Books

Through belief in the various
Scriptures that Allah has informed us,
we benefit in the following ways:

1] One realizes the mercy and love
Allah has for His slaves, since He
revealed to them Books which guide
them tothe Path which leads to His
Pleasure. He safeguarded man from
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confusion and from the evil of
Satan.

2] One realizes the great wisdom of
Allah, since He gave each nation a
set of laws that suited them during
their times.

3] To distinguish true believe from
those who are not. It is incumbent
upon one who believes in his own
Book to believe in the other
Heavenly Books as well.

4] To increase the good deeds of the
Believers; for the one who believes in
his Book and the Books that came
after his Book eceive his reward
twice. Allah(l) says:
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(Those to whom We gave the
Scripture]i.e. the Torah and the
Injeel, etc.]before it,- they believe In

it (the Qur'an)And when it is recited
to themthey say! We Dbel | ev
Verily, it is the truth from outord.
Indeed even before it we have been
from those who submit themselves to
Allah in Islam as Muslims. These

will be given their reward twice over,
because they are patient, and repel
evil with good, and spend out of that
which We have provided them.)
[28:52-4]

Belief in the Messengers

One must believe that Allat) chose
the finest amongst mankind to be
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Messengers whom He sent to His
creation with specific legislations: to
worship and obey Allah and to
establish His religionrad His
Oneness. Allalil) says:

(And We did not send any Messenger
before you [O Muhammad ()] but

We inspired hinjsayingt none has

the right to be worshipped but |
(Allah), so worship Mé&Alone and
none else) [21:25]

He orderedHis Messengers to

convey the Message to people, so that
they would not have any proof

against Allah20] after He sent them.

They are bearers of gldaalings of
the Pleasure of Allah and His
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Paradise, which is reserved for those
who believe in them and tine
teachings. They are also sent as
warners to their peoples, to warn
them of the anger of Allah and His
punishment which is reserved for
those who disbelieve in them and
their teachings.

(And We send not the Messengers

but as givers of glad tidings and as
warners. So whosoever believes and
does righteous good deeds, upon such
shall come no fear, nor shall they
grieve. But those who reject Our
verses, the torment will touch them

for their disbelief.)6:48-9]
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There are many Prophets and
Messengers; no ork@ows their
exact number except Allah. Allgh
says:

(And, indeed We have sent
Messengers before you [O
Muhammad ( )]; of some of them
We have related to you their story,
and of some We have not related to
you their story.)40:78]

One must believe iall of them and
that they were human; they were not
supernatural beings. Allal) says:

(And We sent not before you [O
Muhammad ()] but men to whom
We inspired, so ask the people of the
Reminder(Scriptures)f you do not
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know. And We did not create the
(the Messenger$yvith] bodies that
ate not food, nor were they
Immortal.)[21:8]

Allah (I) says about Muhammad ):

(Say [O Muhammad ()] 1 al
a man like you. It has been inspired

to me that your God is One God. So
whoever hopes for the Meegiiwith

his Lord, let him work righteousness
and associate none as a partner in the
wor shi p ofl8hid]s L ol

And He( ) said about Jesus):

(The Messiah (Jesyson of Mary,
was no more than a Messenger; many
were the Messengers that passed
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awaybefore him. His motheiVary)
was a believer. They both used to eat
food (as any other human being,
while Allah does not eatl.ook how
We make the aayagiroofs,
evidences, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etcglear to them, yet
look how they are eluded away

(from the truth)) [5:75]

They do not have any attributes
resembling Allah's. They can neither
extend benefit, nor cause harm. They
have no control over the universe, nor
can they do with it as they please.
They cannot do anything which only
Allah is capable of. Allali) says:
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(Say [O Muhammad ()] N I o I
no power of benefit or hurt to myself
except as Allah wills. If | had the
knowledge of the Unseen, | should
have secured for myself an
abundance of wealth, and no evil
should have touclieme.)[7:188]

They fulfilled the trust and fully
conveyed the message of Allah. They
are the most knowledgeable and most
pious of creation. Allah protected
them from lying and treachery. Allah
(I) says:

(And it was not for a Messenger to
bring a sign egept by Allah's Leave.)
[13:38]
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If one believes in some while he
disbelieves in others, he has
committed an act of disbelief can no
longer be considered a Muslim. Allah
(I) says:

(Verily, those who disbelieve In

Allah and His Messengers and wish

to make dstinction between Allah
and Hi s Messenger
beli eve I n some b
and wish to adopt a way in between.
They are In truth disbelievers. And

We have prepared for the disbelievers
a humiliating torment.4:150-1]

The Qur'an has mepted the names
of twenty-five prophets and
messengers. Allah) says:
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(And that was Our Proof which We
gave Abraham against his people. We
raise whom We will in degrees.
Certainly your Lord is All Wise, All
Knowing. And We bestowed upon

him Isaac and Jacob, each of them
We guided, and before him, We
guided Noah, and among his progeny
David, Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses,
and Aaron. Thus do We reward the
good doers. Zachariah, and John and
Jesus and Elias, eaohe of them

was of the righteous. And Ishmael
and Elijah, and Jonah and Lot, and
each one of them We preferred above
all of the creation.)6:83-6]

Allah says about Adarfu):
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(Allah chose Adam, Noah, the family
of Abraham and the family of Imran
above allof the creation.)3:33]

Allah says about Hoo(l):

(And t o ° Atheir brothere
Hood. He sai d, © 0
Worship Allah! You have no other

god but Him. Certainly, you do

nothing but inventlies)!) [11:50]

Allah says about Salifi):

(And to Thamood (We sentheir
brother SalihHe saildX O my pe
Worship Allah, you have no other

god but Him. He brought you forth
from the earth and settled you
therein, then ask forgiveness of Him
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and turnto Him in repentance.
Certainly, my Lord is Neatrr,
Responsive.)11:61]

Al l ah says (labout

(And to the MedianWe sentjtheir

br ot her HeS&al ‘Oa inmby .
people! Worship Allah, you have no
other god but Him, and give not short
measure or weltg, | see you in
prosperity; and verily | fear for you
the torment of a |
[11:84]

Allah says about Enodh):

(And (rememberlshmael, and Enoch
and Isaiah, all were from among the
patient.)[21:85]
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Muhammad ) was the last and final
Messenger; no Messenger will come
after him until the Final Day. Allah

(I) says:

(Muhammad is not the father of any
man among you, but he is the
Messenger of Allah and the last of
the Prophets[33:40]

The religion of Muhammad )
abrogated the religionshich
preceded it. It is the complete and
final religion of truth which is
obligatory to be followed, and it will
continue to be so until the Final
Hour.

Allah calls some of the Messengers
* U} UAl z (tinbse of strong
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determination) They were the most
determined of the Messengers in
conveying the Message; they were
patient and steadfast. They were
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and
Muhammad, may Allah praise them
all and keep them safe from all evil.
Allah (1) says:

(And (rememberwhen We took

from the Prphets their covenant, and
from you [O Muhammad )], and
from Noah, Abraham, Moses, and
Jesus, son of Mary[$3:7]

Who is Muhammad )?

His name is Muhammad
bin[21]Abdullah bin AbduiMuttalib
bin Haashim. His Kunyah is Abul
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Qaasim(The father of QaasimHe

was from the Arab tribe of Quraish
whose ancestry traces back to
*Adnaan. ‘“ Adnaan
children of Ishmaelu), the Prophet

of Allah and son of Abrahar), the
most beloved chosen servant of

Allah.

The Prophef ) said:

‘Il ndeed AHhelribelof ¢ h o
Kinaanah over other tribes from the
children of Ishmael He chose the
Quraish over other tribes of

Kinaanah; He chose Banu Haashim
over the other families of the

Quraish; and He chose me from Banu
Ha a s h[Musliim]
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He was born in the year 5TLE. Iin

the honored city of Mecca. Mecca

was the religious center of the

Arabian Peninsula, as it housed the
Ka’ bah, built by .
son, Ishmael, may Allah praise them
and keep them safe from all evil.

His whole life exemplified truth and
trustwathiness. He never told a lie,
acted treacherously, or deceived
anyone. Even before he received
revelation, he was known amongst
his people as * Thi
they would entrust him with their
belongings when they intended to
travel. He was alsokmon as * T
Trut hful * . He was
character and manners. He was
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eloquent in speech. He always
wished well for others. Allah
describes himsaying:

(And verily, you are on an exalted
standard of charactefg8:4]

He received his first revelationoim
Allah at the age of forty, and he
remained in Mecca thereatfter for
thirteen years calling to the worship
of Allah alone. He then migrated to
Medina and called its people to
Islam, where they accepted it. There,
Allah revealed the remaining
legislationsHe conquered Mecca
eight years after his migration, and he
died when he was sixithree, after
having received the entire Qur'an
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from Allah through divine revelation.
All the legislations of the Religion
were revealed, completed and
perfected, and the najty of Arabs
accepted Islam.

The Benefits of Belief in the
Messengers.

Through belief in the various
Messengers that Allah semtg
benefit in the following ways:

1] One realizes the mercy and love
Allah has for His slaves; since He
sent to them Messengers who
conveyed to them His religion. They
In themselves were examples whom
people emulated.
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2] To distinguish the believers who
are truthful in their Faith from o#rs;
for it Is incumbent upon one who
believes in his own Messenger to
believe in other Messengers who are
mentioned in his Book.

3] Those who believe in their
Messengers and then believe in
Muhammad ) receive double
reward.

Belief in the Last Day

One must believe that the life of this
world will come to an end. Allafi)
says:

(Whatsoever is on it (the eartWjll
perish.)[55:26]
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When Allah wills this world to come
to an end, Allah will order Angel
Israafeel to blow the Timpet. At that
point, everything on Earth will
perish. Then, He will order him to
blow it again, and upon that, all
people will rise from their graves in
their bodies, all over the world, from
the time of Adanfu). Allah says:

(And the Trumpet will be blow, and

all who are in the heavens and all
who are on the earth will collapse and
die, except him whom Allah wills.
Then it will be blown a second time
and behold, they will be standing,
looking on (waiting)) [39:68]
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Belief in the Last Day constitutes
belief in everything that Allah and
His Messenger, may Allah praise
him, has informed us aboult.

1] To believe in the life of the
Barzakh: The Barzakh denotes the

ti me after one’ s
Day. In it, the believer will live a life

of pleasure, wite the disbelievers

will be punished. Allalil) says:

(The Fire; they are exposed to it,
morning and afternoon41, and on the
Day when the Hour will be
established (it will be said to the
Angelst * Make Phar ao
enter the severest torment)D:46|
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2] To believe in Resurrection: Allah
will resurrect mankind, naked,
barefooted, and uncircumcised. Allah
(I) says:

(The disbelievers claim that they will
never be resurrecte8ay:Yes! By

my Lord, you will certainly be
resurrected, then you will be
Informed of what you did, and that is
easy for Allah.)64:7]

Due to the fact that many do not
believe that Allah will resurrect all of
creation, the Qur'an affirms this fact
by striking many example§)f these
examples are the following:

Contempating how Allah
brings dead earth to life and sprouts
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therein all types of plants. Allal)
says:

(And you see the earth barren, but
when We send down water on it, it is
stirred[to life], it swells and puts
forth every lovely kindof growth].
That is ecause Allah, He is the
Truth, and it is He Who gives life to
the dead, and it is He Who is Able to
do all things. And surely, the Hour is
coming, there is no doubt about it,
and certainly, Allah will resurrect
those who are in the graveRp:5-7]

Pondering over the creation of
the heavens and earth which is indeed
greater than the creation of humans.
Allah (I) says:
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(Do they not see that Allah, Who
created the heavens and the earth, ant
was not wearied by their creation, is
Able to give life tothe dead? Yes, He
surely is Able to do all things.)

[46:33]

Reflecting on how a person
wakes up after sleep, which is similar
to resurrection after death. This is
why sl eep 1 s call
Allah (I) says:

(It is Allah Who takes awathe souls

at the time of their death, and those
that die not during their sleep. He
keeps those (soulfgr which He has
ordained death and sends the rest for
a term appointed. Verily, in this are
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signs for a people who think deeply)
[39:42]

Pondering over his own
creation. Allah(l) says:

(And he (manputs forth for Us a
parable, and forgets his own creation.
He says! Who wi | | gl ve
bones when they have rotted away
and became dust ?’°
life to them Who created them for the
first time! And He is the AHKnower

of every|[3@felati on

3] To believe in the Gathering: Allah
will gather all creation together and
call them to account. Allafi) says:
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(And [remember) the Day We shall
cause the mountains to pass away ,
and you will see the earth as a leveled
plain, and we shall gather them all
together so as to leave not one of
them behind.)18:47]

4] To believe that people will be
brought before Allah in ranks: Allah
(I) says:

(And they shall be brought before
your Lord,standing in ranksNow
certainly you have come to Us as We
created you at first. Nay, you thought
that We had not appointed to you a
time of the fulfillment of the
promise.)18:48]
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5/To beli eve tihHat
bear witness. Allalil) says:

(Till, when they reach it (Hellfire)

their hearingears)and their eyes,

and their skins will testify against

them as to what they used to do. And
they will say to their skins, Wh'y d
you testi fy agal n:
say:* Al Il ah has cause
He causes all things to speakid He
created you the first time, and to Him
you are made to r
have not been hiding yourselv@gs

the world) lest your ears, and your
eyes, and your skins testify against
you; but you thought that Allah knew
not much of what you were doing.)
[41:20-2]
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6] To believe in the Questioning.
Allah (1) says:

(But stop them; verily they are to be
guestioned. ‘' Wh a't
you? Why do you not help one

another (as you &l to do in the

world)? ’ Nay, but t ha
surrender.)}33:40]

7] To believe in the SiraaBridge)
over Hell, which everyone must pass
over. Allah(l) says:

(There is not one of you but will pass
over it (Hell) this is with your Lord a
Decree which must be
accomplished.)19:71]
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18] To believe in the weighing of
deeds. Allah will call people to
account and reward those who did
well with what they deserve, due to
their righteous deeds, their beliahd
adherence to their Messengers, and
He will punish those who did evil.
Allah (1) says:

(And We shall set up balances of
justice on the Day of Resurrection,
then none will be dealt with unjustly
In anything. And if there be the
weight of a mustard seed/e will
bring it. And Sufficient are We to
take account.)21:47]

9] To believe in the handing out of
Scrolls and Books. Allali) says:
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(Then, as for him who will be given
his Record in his right hand, He
surely will receive an easy reckoning.
And he wll return to his family in

joy! But whosoever is given his
Record behind his back. He will
iInvoke (his)destruction. And he shall
enter a blazing Fire and made to taste
Its burning.)[84:7-12]

110] To believe that people will be
rewarded with Paradise btellfire in
an everlasting and eternal life. Allah
(I) says:

(Verily those who disbelieve from
among the people of the Book and
the pagans will abide in the Fire of
Hell. They are the worst of creatures.
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Verily, those who believe and do
righteous deeds, ¢y are the best of
creatures. Their reward with their
Lord is the Paradise of Eden,
underneath which rivers flow. They
will abide therein forever. Allah will
be pleased with them, and they with
Him. That is for him who fears his
Lord.) [98:6-8]

11] To bdieve in the prophetic
reservoif22], intercession, and all
other things of which the Messenger
of Allah ( ) informed us.

The Benefits of Belief in the Last
Day

Through belief in Last Dayye
benefit in the following ways:
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1] It makes one prepare himself for
that Day by performing good deeds,
and competing therein, and
abstaining from sinful acts and
fearing His punishment.

2] It comforts the believers; since
they know if they forgo something in
this world, Allah rewards themvith
something better in the Hereatfter.

3] To distinguish the believers who
are truthful in their faith from those
who are not.

Belief in Qadaa & Qadar

One must believe that Allah knew
everything before it came into being,
aswell as what would occur
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afterwards. He then brought them

Into existence, all in accordance to
His Knowledge and Decree. Allah

says:

(Verily, We have created all things
with Qadar.)[54:49]

Everything which occurred in the
past, which is occurring ithe present
and what will occur in the future is
known to Allah before it came into
existence. Allah then brought it into
being, all in accordance to His Wil
and Decree. The Messenger of Allah
() said:

“A person I s not
believes inte Divine Decree, its
good and its evil consequences



IslamHouse «com

until he knows that whatever
happened to him would have never
missed him, and what missed him
woul d never [htave
Tirmidthi]

This belief does not contradict the
fact that one must strive adtain

things. To clarify this, if a person
wants a child he must do certain
things to achieve this goal, such as
getting married. After he does all that
IS In his power, he may be granted
what he wishes or not. The reason for
this is that a person wourealize that
what he does to achieve his goal is
not in fact the true cause behind it;
rather it is the Will of Allah. These
‘“means to ful fi1 ||
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considered from the Divine Decree of
Allah. The Prophet may Allah praise
him, was asked:

Mlessenger of Allah, do the verses
and supplications we recite and the
medicine we take to cure ourselves
walive the Divine Decree of Allah

()? [Hereplied,]' They ar e
Di vi ne De c aekmakonf .

Hunger, thirst and feeling cold are
from the Divine decree. One seeks to
satisfy hunger through eating, thirst
through drinking and coldness by
keeping warm. They seek to fend
themselves from what was written for
them from hunger, thirst and coldness
by what was written for them from



IsSlamHouse «com

eating, drinkng, and seeking warmth.
They seek to prevent one aspect of
the Divine Decree with another.

The Benefits of Belief in the Divine
Decree

Through the belief in the Divine
Decreepne benefits in the following
ways:

1] Belief in the Divine Measure
results in a clear conscience and
peace of heart. No room is left for
one to feel sad about what results or
does not come to be. Uneasiness and
unrest of the heart leads to many
psychological disorders, such as
depression and stress, diivahich

have a negative result on the body.
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Belief in this concept prevents and
cures these sicknesses. Alldhsays:

(No evil befalls on the earth nor in
your own souls, but it is in a book
before We bring it into existence;
surely that is easy to Allalso that

you may not grieve for what has
escaped you, nor be exultant at what
He has given you; and Allah does not
love any arrogant boastef57:22-3]

2] It encourages knowledge and
exploration of what Allah created in
this universe. Afflictions, sucas
disease, drive humans to seek a cure,
and this i1s done by searching for the
sources of medicine which Allah, the
Most High, created in this universe.
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3] It eases the effects of calamities
and eliminates the feeling of regret. If
someone loses moneyarbusiness,
this is considered a hardship. If a
person is sorrowful after thatis
would lead to two hardshipthe
hardship of the calamity and that of
the feeling of remorse and sorrow. If
one believes in the Divine Decree, he
would be pleased with ¢hresults no
matter what. The Prophét) said:

“The strong bel i e
more beloved to Allah than a weak
believer, and in each one there is
good. Be keen to do what benefits

you and seek Allah's help, and do not
be neglectful in doing so. Anflany

mi shap befall s yol
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onl vy | had only d:
but rather say, L
Divine Decree of Allah, and

what ever He Wil s
|l ndeed, o f opei
Sat an’ s[Mwslomi k s .

41t 1T ncreases one
upon Allah and removes fear of the
creation. ()sadn * Ab|

‘1l was Dbehind the
( ) one day and h¢ ) said to me:

* O vy o u hwll telaah you some
words:Guar d Al |l ah’ s
commandments and he will gada

y OU. Guard Al Il ah’ :
you will find Him in front of you

(with His protection) And If you ask,
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then ask Allah, and if you seek help,
then seek help from Allah. Know that
If the whole world was to gather to
help you, they would never be abte t
help you except with something
which Allah has already written for
you. And if the whole world gathered
to cause you some harm, they would
not be able to harm you except with
something which Allah has already
written for you. The pens have been
ited,and t he scrol | s
[at-Tirmidhi]

Belief in the Divine Decree is not, as
some mistakenly think, a call to put
one's trust in Allah without striving
or fulfilling the means, for the
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Messenger of Allaly ) replied to a
person who asked him:

*Should | ti e my
Allah or leave my camel untied and
trust 1 n All ah?’

t rust i[aTirAibdhi]la h'

The Pillars of Islam

The types of worship which are
performed physically and verbally
are called the Pillars of Islam. They
are the foundations upon which the
Religion is built and by which a
person is regarded a Muslimhese
pillars are as follows:
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The two Testimonies of Faith,
which is a verbal pillar of Islam.

Thesecond and fourth pillars
of Islam are prayer and fasting, which
are both physical pillars of Islam.

The third is Zakaah
(compulsory charity)which is a
physical act of worship wherein one
gives out the obligatory charity.

The fifth pillar of Islam is Hajj
(the Pilgrimage to Meccayhich
combines, physical, verbal and calls
upon one to expend from his wealth.

Islam does not call upon the Muslims
to merely perform these acts of
worship; rather; it wants of them to
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purify their soulsAllah (I) says
regarding Prayer:

(Indeed the prayer prevents from
licentiousness anjather]sins.)
[29:45]

Allah (1) says about the Obligatory
Charity (Zakaah)

(Take alms from their wealth in order
to purify them and sanctify them with
it.) [9:103]

Allah (1) says about fasting:

(O you who believe! Fasting has been
prescribed for you as it was
prescribed for those before you, that
you may become of the pious.)
[2:183]
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Fasting teaches and trains the
iIndividual selfrestrain and discipline,
and not to indlge in one's wants and
desires. This is what the Proplief
meant when he said:

“Whoever does not
speech and deeds, Allah has no need
for him to | eave |
[al-Bukhari]

Allah (1) says about Hajj Pilgrimage:

(The Hajj is (in)the welltknown
months$23]. So whosoever intends to
perform Hajj, then he should not have
sexual relations, nor commit sin, nor
dispute unjustly during the Hajj.)
[2:197]
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In Islam, worship plays a great role in
developing and refining prseworthy
manners, as well as safeguarding the
unity of Muslims.The Pillars of

Islam are as follows:

The First Pillar: The Two
Testimonies of Faith

These are the testimonies that no one
has the right to be worshipped but
Allah, and that Muhammad is His
slave and messenger. This is a verbal
pillar of Islam, but one must also
follow it with belief and action. This

IS the key to enter Islam.

The Meaning of the First Testimony:
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This is the phrase of Tawheéd)|.
For this concept, Alh brought the
creation into being, and for this
concept He created Paradise and
Hellfire. Allah (1) says:

(And | have created neither the Jinn
nor mankind except to worship Me.)
[51:56]

This is the belief to which all

Prophets and Messengers called their
peoples from Adam to the last of
them, Muhammad, may Allah praise
them and keep them safe from all
evil. Allah (1) says:

(And we have not sent before you
any messenger except that We have
revealed to him that there is no god
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that is worshipped in truthxeept Me,
so worship and obey Mg10:25]

The first testimony, that none has the
right to be worshipped but Allah,
Includes the following meanings:

Allah is the Creator of all that
exists. Allah(l) says:

(Such is Allah, your Lord! Nonbkas

the right to be worshipped but He, the
Creator of all things. So worship and
obey Him (Alone) and He is the
Guardian over all things[:102]

Allah is the Proprietor of all that
exists, and the Disposer of all
affairg25]. Allah (1) says:
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(Surely, His is the Creation and
Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the
Lord of all that exists]!]7:54]

Allah i1s the One Who deserves
to be worshippe@26] Allah says:

(Unquestionably, to Allah belongs
whoever is in the heavens and
whoever is on the elr. And those
who invoke other than Allah do not
[actually] follow [His] "partners."
They follow not except assumption,
and they only invent lies[10:66]

To Him belong the beautiful
names and perfect attributes. Far
removed is He from every
impeifection[27]
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Allah (Y) says:

(And all the Most Beautiful Names
belong to Allah, so call on Him by
them, and leave the company of those
who belie or deny His Names. They
will be requited for what they used to
do.)[7:180]

The Conditions of the Testimony:

It is not enough to merely utter this
testimony for it to be accepted by
Allah. It is a key to the gates of
Paradise, but in order for the key to
work, it needs to have the right
ridges.This Testimony must meet the
following conditions for it to be
acceptd by Allah:
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1. Knowledge:This comprises
knowing that all things worshipped
besides Allah are false. There is no
god worshipped in truth except Allah,
even if it be a prophet, a messenger
or an angel. Allah is the only One
Who deserves all types of worship
such as prayer, supplication, hope,
sacrificial slaughtering, making
oaths, etc.

Whoever assigns any act of worship
to other than Allah while that person
Intends to worship or aggrandize the
one who he assigned it to, has
committed an act of disbeliedyen if
he uttered the two testimonies.
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2. Certainty:The heart must be firmly
certain of the meaning of the two
testimonies. Certainty is the opposite
of doubt, so there is no room for a
person to doubt or hesitate in his
belief. Allah(l) says:

(The believers are only those who
have believed in Allah and His
Messenger, and afterward doubt not,
and strive with their wealth and their
lives for the Cause of Allah. Those
are the truthful.}J49:15]

3. AcceptanceOne should accept the
testimony fully, and not reject 28]
Allah (1) says:

(Truly, when it was said to them,
“There 1I's no true
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e x ¢c e pt theylpuffthemsélves
up with pride(i.e. deny it)) [37:35]

4. Submission, obedience and acting
upon all what the testimonies
neceasitate29] A person must do
what Allah ordered and abstain from
what He prohibited. Allalil) says:

(And whosoever submits his face to
Allah, while he is a MuhsiB0] (doer

of good)then he has grasped the most
trustworthy hantdold. And to Allah
returnall matters for decision.)

[37:35]

5. TruthfulnessOne must be truthful
In professing the testimonies.1 |
Allah says:



IsSlamHouse «com

(They say with their tongues what is
not in their hearts[8:11]

6. Sincerity of worshipOne must
sincerely dedicate all acts obwship
to Allah alone32] Allah says:

(And they were not commanded
except to worship Allah, following
the religion purely and sincerely for
Him, turning away from other
religions.)[98:5]

7. Love: One must love the
testimonies and all that they
necessdtes. He must love Allah, His
Messenger, and His righteous slaves.
He must hate and show enmity
towards all who show enmity to

Allah and His Messenger. He must
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prefer what Allah and His Messenger
love, even if it is differs from his
desires. Allal(l) says

(Say: If your fathers, your sons, your
brothers, your wives, your kindred,
the wealth that you have gained, the
commerce in which you fear a
decline, and the dwellings in which
you delight are dearer to you than
Allah and His Messenger, and
fighting in His Cause, then wait until
Allah brings about His Decision
(torment) And Allah guides not the
people who are rebellious and
disobedient to Allah.)9:24]

These testimonies also necessitate
that Allah is the only One Who has
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the right to legislate, whethé be In
matters concerning worship or those
concerning human relations, in both
Individual and public matters.

The act of making something
prohibited or lawful is for Allah

alone. His Messengér ) merely
explained and cl al
commandmentdllah (I) says:

(And whatsoever the Messenger
gives you, take it, and whatsoever he
forbids you, refrain (from it) [59:7]

The Meaning of the second
Testi mony, t hat O |
Messenger o
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To beamwitness that Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah necessitates
the following:

1. To believe that he is a Messenger,

and that he is the best and last of the

Messengers; no Messenger will come
after him. Allah(l) says:

(Muhammad is not the father of any
manamong you, but he is the
Messenger of Allah and the last of
the Prophets[B3:40]

2. To believe that he is infallible in
the teachings he conveyed from Allah
(I). Allah, the Exaltedsays:
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(Nor does he speak fifis own]
desire. It is only an Inspiration that is
Inspired.)[53:3-4]

As for the affairs of this world, he
was a human, and he had his own
opinions. The Prophét ) said:

“I'ndeed | am only
that a claimant comes to me with a
dispute, and due tone of them being
more coercive in speech than the
other, | may rule in his favor.
Whoever was ruled in his favor while
he is wrong[what he is receiving
without right]is only a portion of the
Hellfire, so let him take it or leave

It . "

[Muslim]
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3. To kelieve that he is a Messenger
to all creation; to Jinn and to humans
until the Final Hour. Allak{l) says:

(And We have not sent you [O
Muhammad ()] except to all of
mankind, as a giver of glad tidings
and a warner, but most people know
not.) [34:28]

4.To obey the Prophét ) in what he
ordered, to believe in everything he
said, and to refrain from what he
forbade and warned againstlah
says:

(And whatsoever the Messenger
gives you, take it, and whatsoever he
forbids you, abstain (from 1)) [59:7]
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5. To follow and adhere to the
Pr op k é&3uhnah, without
Innovating matters in it. Allah, the
Exalted,says:

(Say [O Muhammad () to

mankind]: If you truly love Allah
then follow me, Allah will love you
and forgive you your sins. And Allah
Is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.)
[3:31]

The Second Pillar: SalaahPrayer)

It is obligatory upon you to establish
the prayeifSalaahifor it is the
backbone of the Religion; without it,
one’s Islam woul d
Striking an exeple between the
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Religion and a camel, the Proplief
said :

“As for the head
Islam (the Shahadatagmgs for its
backbone, it is the Salaah, and as for
the highest part of its hump, it is

Ji1 h&8d. "~
[at-Tirmidhi]

Salaah is a ten which denotes a

group of words and actions which
starts with Takbeer s ay I ng ° /
Ak b anedning: Al | ah 1 s
Gr e a tamdends with tasleem

| sayi-8gl adAmu ‘ al a\
Rahmatullaah]
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A Muslim performs it out of
obedience to Allah, magnifying and
glorifying Him in it. Through it, one
maintains a continual relationship
with His Creator. Whenever a person
becomes absorbed in the
entertainments of this life and his
faith weakens, he hears the dall
prayer[Adhaan]which would
admonish him.

There are five prayers which must be
performed in the day and night. Men
must observe them in the Masjid in
congregation, except for those who
have a valid excuse. Through this,
Muslims come to know one another
and the bonds of love and unity
which hold them together are built,



IsSlamHouse «com

maintained and strengthened. They
come to know of the condition of

their fellow Muslims on a daily basis.
If someone is not present and thought
to be sick, they visit him, and if it
seens that he is falling short in some
of his obligations, they advise him.

All social differences, such as class,
race, and lineage are disregarded, for
Muslims line up side by side in
straight rows, all facing one direction
[Makkah (Mecca] all at the same

time. All are rendered equal in
regards to their subservience to Allah
and standing before Him.

The Third Pillar: Obligatory
Charity (Zakaah)
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It is a certain percentage of money
which a rich Muslim gives to the
poor and needy tase them from the
humility of begging. It is compulsory
upon every Muslim who possesses
the Nisaaldminimum amount upon
which Zakaah is duepllah (I) says:

(And they were commanded not, but
that they should worship Allah, and
worship none but Him Alone
(abstaining from ascribing partners to
Him), and to establish the Salaah and
give the Zakaahand that is the

correct and upright Religion[98:5]

Whoever rejects its obligation would
have fallen into disbelief, and
transgressed against the weak, poor,
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andneedy. It is not a tax levied by

the Islamic State from its subjects, as
the ignorant believe; for were it so, it
would have been levied from

Muslims and nofMuslims alike!
Among the conditions of Zakaah is
that a person be Muslim, and is not to
be takerfrom nonMuslims.

The following are some of its
conditions.

1. Possession of the minimum
required amountA per son’ s
must reach the limit which has been
set by the Religion of Islam.

2. The completion of one year. If the
weal th I s n®t I n |
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possession for this period, there is no
Zakaah due upon it.

Allah has specified those who are
eligible to receive Zakaah. Allg)
says:

(The SadagaaZakaahlis only for
the fugaraa” and masaakdtre
poor]and those employed to collect
(the funds)and to attract the hearts
of those who have been inclined
(towards Islant)and to free the
captives; and for those in debt; and
for All ah’s Cause.
wayfarer[a traveler who is cut off
from everything] a duty imposed by
Allah. And Allah is AllFKnower, AlF
Wise.)[9:60]
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The amount which is to be paid is 2.5
% of the amount collected over a
period of a year. Through it, Islam
seeks to uproot poverty from the
Muslim society and alleviate the
dangers which result from it, like
theft, murder, and acts
transgression agal
It revitalizes the spirit of mutual
dependence and brotherhood in the
Muslim society by fulfilling the
requirements of the poor and needy.

The difference between Zakaah and
tax is that a Muslim pays it willfully
and on his own accord; he Is the one
who supervises its payment.
Furthermore, its name indicates its
goal34], which is purification of the
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soul of rich Muslims. It also cleanses
a Muslim of greed, selfishness, base
covetousness, and the love of this
tempoal world and drowning in its
desires, all of which make him forget
his brothers from the poor and needy.
Allah (1) says:

(And whosoever is saved from his
own covetousness, such are they who
will be the successful[b9:9]

It also purifies the poor from had
and jealousy which they may have
against the rich. They see them
giving from their wealth as Allah has
ordered, and continuously caring for
them, by giving them money and
treating them well.
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Islam sternly warns those who refuse
to pay Zakaah. Allali) says:

(And let not those who covetously
withhold of that which Allah has
bestowed on them of His Bounty
[Wealth]think that it is good for

them (and so they do not pay the
obligatory Zakaah)Nay, it will be
worse for them; the things which they
covetousy withheld shall be tied to
their necks like a collar on the Day of
Resurrection.)3:180]

The Prophef ) said:

‘I''f any owner of
not pay what is due from him, when
the Day of Resurrection comes,

plates of fire will be beaten out for
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him. These will then be heated In the
fire of Hell and his sides, his
forehead and his back will be
cauterized with them. Whenever
these cool down(the process is)
repeated for a day the extent of which
will be fifty thousand years, until
judgment is prononced upon the
slaves, and he sees whether his path
Il s to take him to
[Muslim]

The Fourth Pillar: The Fast of
Ramadan

A Muslim mustfast one month in the
year, which is the month of
Ramadan. From the first break of
dawn until the sun sets, Muslims
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must abstain from anything that
breaks the fast, whether it be food,
drink, or sexual intercourse. Fasting
IS not an act of worship introded by
Islam; rather it was an obligation
legislated in the previous religions as
well. Allah (1) says:

(O you who have believed, decreed
upon you is fasting as it was decreed
upon those before you that you may
become righteous|?:183]

The objective of fating is not that
one merely abstains from those
material and physical things which
break one’s fast.
also refrain from those intangible
things which reduce the reward of
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one’ s fast, such
tale-bearing, cheating, deckmn,

false talk, and other offensive
behavior. He should keep in mind

that it is obligatory upon him to

abstain from these offensive acts
outside of Ramadan, but more so in
this month, due to the saying of the
Prophet ):

“Whoever does not
false speech and deeds, Allah had no
need for him to leave his food and

d r 1 pakBuKhari]

The Fasting is a struggle between
one’ s soul and It
desires. It has many social benefits
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which the Prophet ) explained in
his saying:

“ Al | tionk ad theachildren of
Adam are for him except fasting, for
it is for Me and | will reward for it.
Fasting is a shield; When one of you
Is fasting, he should not speak evil,
nor should he yell and shout, and if
someone were to curse or fight him,
lethims a vy , ‘I ndeed |
per son. '’ By Hi m 1| |
the soul of Muhammad, the smell
which issues from the mouth of a
fasting person is more dearer to Allah
than the fragrance of musk®ne who
fasts will have two occasions of joy:
upon breaking is fast and when he
meets his Lord."”
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[al-Bukhari and Muslim]

Through fasting, one realizes how his
needy brothers feel who do not find
sufficient food, clothing, and shelter,
and this would entice him to fulfill

his rights and ask about their
conditions ad what they need.

The Fifth Pillar: Hajj

Hajj is the pilgrimage one makes to
the Sacred House of Allglhe

Ka ' ' bimonder to perform certain
rites at specific places at specific
times. This pillar of Islam is
obligatory uporevery Muslim, male
or female, who Is sane and has
reached the age of puberty once in a
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lifetime, if they have the physical and
financial capability.

If a person has an incurable disease
which prevents him from performing
Hajj but has enough money, he must
deputize someone to perform Hajj for
him. If a person does not have more
money than what he needs to fulfill
his daily requirements or those whom
he supports, Hajj is not an obligation
upon him. Allah(l) says:

(And the performing of Hajj to the
House[Kaabalis a duty that mankind
owes to Allah, those who have the
ability; and whoever disbelieves, then
Allah stands not in need of any of the
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‘aal dMaekea, Jinns and all
that exists) [3:97]

Hajj is the largest Islamic gathering.
Muslims from all ovethe world

come together at one place and one
time; they all call upon the same
Lord, wear the same clothes, perform
the same ritualsind recite the same
call:

Lab'baik al'laahum'ma lab'baik,
lab'baika laa shareeka laka lab'baik.
In'nal hamda wun'amatalaka wat
mulk laa shareeka lak.

Meaning:

Here am I, O, Allah; here am I. There
IS no partner with You. Here am |I.
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Surely, all praise and graces are
Yours, and so is the dominion! There
IS no partner with You.

No difference is made between rich
and poor, nble and ignoble, white
and black, Arab and neArab; all are
the same in front of Allah. There is

no difference between them except in
piety (tagwaa) The Hajj is an event
which emphasizes the brotherhood of
all Muslims and the unity of their
hopes and f&ings.

The Political Aspect of Islam

Islamic legislation has introduced
basic principles and general rules in
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political matters which act as the
basis upon which the Islamic State is
built. The rulerof the Muslim State
executes and implements the
commands of Allahl). Allah (I)

says:

(Do they then seek the jJudgment of
(the days ofJgnorance? And who is
better in judgment than Allah for a
people who have firm Faith[$:50]

The ruler ofthe Islamic country is in
fact a deputy over the Ummalhich
obliges him to implement the
following:

1] To do everything in his ability to
Implement the legislations and laws
of Allah, and to provide honest,
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honorable ways of living for the
nation, tosafeguard the Religion,
security, lives, and wealth. The
Prophet ) said:

“No sl ave of AlIl al
after some affairs of the Muslims and
falls to be true and sincere In It,

except that he will not smell the scent
of the Paradise.”

[al-Bukhari]

The ruler of the Islamic State must
have the necessary characteristics, as
described by Umar b.-dhattab(t)

when he said to his Companions:
“Show me a man wh
to take care of certain affairs of the
Muslims which are of concern to
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me .ThHey replid:“ A b eRahman
I bn ‘Hewsdid He 1 s we
They mentioned another man and he

said | have no Theg e d
then asked, What type of
you wlesaid’l want a

who, If he is their leader, he behaves
as If he was onefdhem, and if he is

not their leader, he appears as if he
wer €eysad No one el
more suitablethan ARa b e e ah
u-Haar i Umaf “ ¥audha
S poken tanhdehe dppointedn ,
him.

2. The ruler must not appoint anyone
over the Musling who is not fit for

the post or trust. He should not favor
a friend or a relative over a worthy
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candidate for a certain post. The
Prophet ) said:

“No sl ave 1s gi vel
some people and dies in a state in
which he Is treacherous to them
except that Allah forbids him from
Par adNuslim]. ”

The aforementioned rules and
principles are characterized by the
following:

* They are divine, ordained by Allah
and in their light all are considered
equal ..t he rul er ai
rich and theoor, the noble and
ignoble, the black and whiteno one,

no matter how higiranking he is, Is
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allowed to violate them or pass laws
that contradict them. Allafl) says:

(It is not for a believer, man or
woman, when Allah and His
Messenger have decreedatter that
they should have any option in their
decision. And whoever disobeys
Allah and His Messenger, he has
Indeed strayed in a plain error.)
[33:36]

* All are required to abide, respect,
and implement these rules and
principles; both the ruler and the
ruled. Allah(l) says:

(The only saying of the faithful
believers, when they are called to
Allah and His Messenger, to judge
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between thems that they say: We
hear and we obey.
successful ones (who will live forever
In Paradise) [24:51]

In Islam, no man has absolute power,
Including the ruler for his powers are
restricted by the limits set by the
Islamic legislation; if he opposes
them, people must disobey him and
follow the truth. The Prophét )

said:

“1't 1 s obl i gmtoor y
listen and obeythe authority)n

those things which he likes or does
not, except if he is commanded to do
something sinful. If he is commanded
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to do a sinful act, then do not hear or
0 b e pal-Blkhari]

* Mutual consul t at
system inslam is built upon this.
Allah (1) says:

(And those who answer the Call of
their Lord, and establish the Prayer,
and who (conductheir affairs by
mutual consultation, and who spend
of what We have bestowed on them.)
[42:38]

Allah (I) also says:

(And bythe Mercy of Allah, you

dealt with them gently. And had you
been severe and harsh hearted, they
would have broken away from about
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you; SO pass over (their faultsind
ask( Al | Borgivengss for them;
and consult them in the affairs.)
[3:159]

In the first verse, Allah associates
mutual consultation with prayers,
which is the backbone of Islam. This
iIndicates the importance of mutual
consultation in Islam in all matters
that concern the Ummahation)

The people of knowledge should be
consulted in thesmatters. At the end
of the first ayah, Allahil) praises the
Believers in general because they
mutually consult one another in all
their matters.
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In the second ayah, Allalh) orders

His Messenger, who was the Head of
State, to mutually consult his
Companions in matters that are of
common interest to the Ummah
(nation)if no apparent ruling was
revealed concerning it. There is no
mutual consultation in matters which
have a ruling in Shari'ah. The Prophet
() said:

"No people mutually consult, except
they would be guided to the best
matter. The Messenger of Allah)
then recited:

(and who conduct their affairs by
mutual consultation)[al-Adab at
Mufrad]
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Scholars have stated the obligation
for the ruler to consult the people in
matters relating to #ir interests. If

he neglects their consultation, the
people are required to demand it in
order to say their word and give their
opinion. This is based on the above
mentioned verses, and because the
Religion of Islam considers the ruler
a deputy who is rgmnsible to

perform what was delegated to him.
Thus the people are required to
monitor the ruler
the Law. Islam gives all people the
freedom to voice their opinion and
criticize in the manner they deem
appropriate, in accordance to the
principles set by the Religion. They
should not do so in a manner which
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causes disruption. The Propliet
said:

‘“I'ndeed the Dbest
word of justice before a tyrannical
r u | [&bu Dawood & ibn Majaah]

Abu Bakr, the first Caliph of Islam,
addressed the people saying:

“O peopl e | have
your ruler though | am not the best
among you. So if you find me upon
the truth, help me. But if you find me
In the wrong, correct me. Obey me so
long as | obey Allah in conducting
your affairs. However, if | disobey
Him | have no claim to your

obedi ence.”
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‘ Uma r -Khditab, thelsecond
Caliph,stood on the pulpit one day

and addressed people sayihgO
people! If you find that | have fallen

Il nto corruption.. |
me A’Bedouinrose from amongst

the peopleandsaid:By Al | ah
find you crooked, we will straighten

It with get s wWmad:
not get angry or harbor malice

towards himHe only raised his

hands towards the heaven and said:
“Prai se be todeAl |
among our nation a person who is
able to correct the crookedness of
“Umar .

The ruler i1s even called to account
and questioned. O]
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addressed people while having a two
piece dress onlVhen he said: O
peopl e! L1 samam an
stood up and said: We wi | | n
nor obeWaskdmar “ A
| s tTihemaf dnswered:
“Because VY oeplecelrass e
while we only have a single piece one
(he had allocated one dress for each
Muslim). “ Umar at once
In his loudest voice: Abdul | ah
“Um@isson) Tel | t hem
Abdullahsaid* | 't 1 s my d
g av e tTheman tnen’said:
“Now we wi | | | 1 st

Thus Islam preserves the rights and
freedoms of both the society and the
Individual. It safeguards the sources
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of legislation from the whims and
desires of legislators, since they
shape their legislations with personal
or regional needs and circumstances.
The Islamic legislation does not
discuss other minute details of
government. This aims teave the
door open for Muslims to lay down
proper rules and regulations that suit
their specific conditions and serve
their best interest in any specific
place and time, provided such rules
and regulations do not contradict the
principles and fundamen&bf Islam.

The Economic Aspect of Islam

Wealth is the vigor and basis upon
which life is maintained. The Islamic
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Shari'ah aims through it to establish a
balanced society, wherein social
justice is upheld and one can live an
honaable life. Allah(l) says:

(Wealth and children are the
adornment of the life of this world.)
[18:46]

Since Islam considers money one of
the indispensable necessities without
which individual nor society can
exist, it has ordained that Zakaah be
taken(2.5%) from the capital of the
rich, if the necessary amount from
which it is taken is in that person's
possession for a full lunar year. This
money is to be distributed amongst
the poor. It is a due right of the poor,
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and it is forbidden to withhold it from
them.

This does not mean that Islam
abolishes individual ownership and
private business; rather it sanctions
and respects them. There are many
explicit texts which prohibit
transgression against wealth and
property of others. Allakil) says:

(Andeatum ot one anot
property unjustly.]J2:188]

Islam has enacted laws and
regulations the implementation of
which guarantees the achievement of
l'ts goal ... to provi
life for each individual in the Islamic
society.Some of the regulations are:
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1] Islam has forbidden interest, for it
does not allow people to exploit
others and devour their wealth
wrongfully. Islam has made wealth
and property inviolable. Due to the
fact that interest leads people to
forsake acts of kindness and leads to
the accmulation of wealth in the
hands of a few, Allakil) says:

(O you who believe! Be afraid of
Allah and give up what remains (due
to you)from usury(from now
onward) if you are(really) believers.
And if you do not do it, then talkae
notice of war from Allah and His
Messenger. But if you repent, you
shall have your capital sums. Deal
not unjustly(by asking more than
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your capital sumsand you shall not
be dealt with unjustlyby receiving
less than your capital sumg2:278
9]

2] The Religion of Islam encourages
people to give loans. It also
encourages that one extend the period
(of repayment)f one is having
difficulty repaying a loan. One

should not be harsh to that individual
If he intends on repaying his debt. As
for those wio have the means to pay
the debt off, but choose not to, a
different course of action should be
taken. Allah(l) says:

(And if the debtor is in a hard time
(has no moneythen grant him time
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till it is easy for him to repay.)
[2:280]

The Prophet ) said

“Whoever | oans mol
difficulty, he will receive the reward
of charity for each day he gives them.
And whoever extends the time period
for the debtor who has difficulty
returning a loan will receive the
reward of charity for each day he
does so."’

[lbn Maajah]

3] Islam encourages that the loan be
pardoned altogether if it is difficult

for the debtor to repay it. Allah)

says:
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(And if the debtor is in a hard time
(has no moneythen grant him time
till it is easy for him to repay, but if
you remit it by way of charity, that is
better for you if you did but know.)
[2:280]

The Prophef ) said:

“Whoever wishes t|
from the difficulties of the Day of
Requital let him extend the time

period to a debtor or free him of his
loan ’'[Muslim]

4] Hoarding and monopolizing of

any type of commodity Is forbidden,
because the trader takes into his
possession products which the people
need without selling them until the
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supply decreases, and then he sells
them for whatever price he phkess.
This incurs much harm, both to the
iIndividual and the society, the rich
and the poor. The Prophet) said:

“ Wh o e v e rlcomnmdities] s
woul d [Muslim] . .7

Abu Yusuf, the student of Imam Abu
Haneefah, may Allah have mercy on
him, said:

“* An yd timt i;mhoarded and proves
harmful to the public, it is considered
of the prohibited type of monopoly,
even If(the thing hoarded ig)old or
silver. Whoever hoardsomething

the public is in need of)jould have
certainly misused what he owns. The
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reasm monopoly is prohibited is to
safeguard people from harm, for
Indeed, people have many different
needs, and monopolizing therein
would 1T ncur hards|

A ruler may force one who hoards a
commodity to sell it at a reasonable
profit which is neiher detrimental to
the seller or buyer. If the monopolist
refuses to sell at that profit, the ruler
may take possession of the hoarded
commodity and sell it at a reasonable
price in order to prevent those who
may be thinking of exploiting the
people by moopolizing goods they
are in need of.
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5] It has prohibited taxes that are
taken from a trader to allow them to
sell their goods or to import them into
the country. The Prophét ) said:

“One who col |l ect s
on traders, will not enter Paradis ”

[Ahmad & Abu Dawood]

This tax is considered taking money
unlawfully and giving it to those who
are not entitled to it. All those who
contribute to this tax, including tax
collectors, clerksyitnesses and
recei vers come un
saying:

“No fl esh that gr
things shall be admitted into

(
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Paradise; Hellfire shall have the best
cl ai m t @Tirnnddijn. ”

6] Islam has forbidden hoarding
wealth, and not expending from it the
due right that belongs to Allah; both
the individual as well as society

would stand to benefit from this.
Wealth should be circulated in
society to stimulate the economy, and
with this all individuals within

society would stand to benefit. Allah
(I) says:

(And those who hoard up gold and
silver and spend not in the Way of
Allah, announce unto them a painful
torment.)[9:34]
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As Islam respects individual
ownership, it imposes rights and
duties therein. Among these are
obligations which concern and relate
to the owner himself, such that he
must take caref himself and his
dependants; relatives and those who
he must upkeep. There are other
rights which concern the individuals
In society, such that they must pay
Zakaah, and give out charity, and
help others. Other obligations
concern the society at largewch that
they must expend to build schools,
hospitals, orphanages, mosques, and
other facilities which would benefit
society. What is sought by this is that
resources are not amassed in the
hands of a few within society.
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7] It has been forbidden to givess

In measure and weight, for it is a type
of theft, treachery and deception.
Allah (1) says:

(Woe to those who give less in
measure and weight. * Those who,
when they have to receive by
measure from men, demand full
measure. * And when they have to
give by measure or weight to men,
give less than due.)

[83:1-3]

18] It has prohibited domination of
public domain, such as water and
public pastures, which do not belong
to anyone; and has also prohibited
preventing people from benefiting
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from it. The Messeger of Allah( )
said:

“There are three |
will not speak to on the Day of
Requit al nor | ook
(seller)who falsely swears that he
bought a product for a higher price
than which[the buyer]bought it, a
person who swears to a false oath
after[the sacred time of] A fate
afternoon)so as to usurp the money
of a Muslim, and a man who refuses
to give excess water. On that day,
Allah willsaytohim:* Today |
withhold from you my Grace as you
withheld what was in excess of your
needs, though you are not its

c r e alal-®Bukhafi]
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The Prophet ) said:

“Al'l Musl i ms have
t hree things: pas:
[Ahmad]

9] The Religion of Islam brought
about a just system of iehtance
through which wealth is distributed
amongst a man's rightful heirs;
whether they are young, old, male or
female. No one has the right to
distribute the inheritance in any other
way. One of the benefits of this
system is that it divides the estames
matter how large they may be into
small shares, thus making it
Impossible for the money to settle
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with a certain group. The Prophet)
said:

‘I'ndeed Al l ah has
his due right. So let not one of you
bequeath something to someone who
Is already allotted a portion of the

|l nheri tance.”

[Abu Dawood]

[10] Islam has legislated
endowmentsyhich are of two types:

a) Private endowments limited to the
family and children of the endower;
In order to safeguard them from
poverty and begging. Th@gdition

of its validity is that the endowment
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should serve charitable causes after
the endower's progeny cease.

b) Public charitable endowments
which are used to maintain charitable
causes; such as building hospitals,
schools, streets, public libraries,
Mosques, social welfare homes for
orphans, foundlings, and the elderly,
and all that serve public interest.

[11] The Religion of Islam has
legislated a system of bequeathal,;
therefore, every Muslim has the right
to bequeath a portion of his money to
be wed after his death for righteous
purposes. The Religion has limited
this portion, to a third so that his heirs
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would not be harmed. Aamir bin Sa'd
(t) said:

“The P(r)owpuldeisit me

while | was sick in MakkaliMecca)

| sai d to hiealth, * I
may | bequeath all of [tn charity]? ’
He replied, “No .’
|t ?° He replied,
third?’ He repl i e
If you leave your heirs rich, it would
be better than to leave them relying
upon others beggg them|[for

money] Whatever you spend, it will
act as a charity for you, even a morsel
of food which your hand feeds your
wife. Perhaps Allah will raise your
status and cause some people to
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benefit from you, and cause others to
b e h a fahkBaldari]

[12]. Islam has forbidden all that falls
under the words of Allah:

(O you who believe! Eat not up your
property among yourselves unjustly.)
[4:29]

This includes:

a) Usurpation of anything without
right, for it involves wronging others
and spreading corption in society.
The Prophef ) said:

“Whoever usurps a
through a false oath, Allah makes the
Hellfire obligatory upon him and
Paradise forbidden. A man asked,



IslamHouse «com

‘*Even 1 f 1t were
O Messenger of Allal )? He
replied, Even 1 f 1t we

“Ar ak [NMuslemg ' . ”
b) Theft. The Prophét ) said:

“The fornicator wl
a true believer so long as he commits
it, no thief who steals is a true

believer as long as he commits theft,
and no drunkard who mhks wine Is a
true believer as long as he drinks

| t [Muslim]

For it includes taking people's wealth
without right. Allah(l) says:

(Sever the hand of the thief, male or
female, as a recompense for that
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which they committed, a punishment
by way of examle from Allah. And
Allah is All Powerful, All Wise.)
[5:38]

In order for a man's hand to be
severed as a castigatory punishment,
the following conditions have to be
met:

I. The wealth must have been
In the custody and protection of the
owner.

Ii. The motive behind the theft
must not have been the need for food,
drink, or clothing. If this were the
motive, the hand would not be
severed. This iIs taken from the
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] udgment (f)anfthe yebrmwfa r
the Ramaadah.

lil. The anmount stolen must
meet the minimum required amount
set for the implementation of this
punishment.

Some of the scholars have stated that
the repentance of the thief is not
accepted until he returns what he has
stolen to its owner. If he has no
wealth, the ower of the wealth is
asked to pardon him. Furthermore, if
the owner pardons the thief before
the case reaches the court, then the
castigatory punishment is dropped.

c) Deceit and cheating. The
Messenger of Allalf ) said:
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“Whoever f i1 ghuss u:
and whoever deceives us is not from
u s [Muislim]

d) Bribery. Allah(l) says:

(And eat up not ol
property unjustly, nor give bribery to
the rulers that you may knowingly eat
up a part of the property of others
sinfully.) [2:188]

The Prophef ) said:

‘*May Al l ah curse
a bribe and the one who takes it in
matters of jJardi cil
Tirmidhi]

Allah cursed the one who gives a
bribe because he helps to spread evil
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In society; if he had not offered the
bribe there would neer have been
any bribery. Allah cursed the one
who accepts the bribe because he
takes what is not rightfully his, and
breaches the trust he was given; for
he takes a price for a duty which he
was designated to do in the first
place.

e) It prohibited thaa person sell
something to a customer after his
brother is about to strike a deal with
him, except if he allows him to do so.
This Is because it stirs enmity and
hatred between individuals in society.
The Prophef ) said:
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“Let not any ipgafr s
his brothefseller]is about to strike a
deal, and let not any person propose
to a women for the sake of marriage
whom his brother has already
proposed, except if he gave him
per mi dhMuslimjn . ”

The Social Aspect of Ishm

Islam has introduced social laws
which set rights, and duties of every
Individual to ensure stability In
society. Some of these rights are
specific while others are generait
the specific rights are:

Rights Owed to the Ruér
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[1] Muslims must obey the ruler as
long as he does not order them to do
something forbidden in Islam. Allah
(I) says:

(O you who believe! Obey Allah and
obey the Messenger (Muhammad
(), and those of yoUMuslims)

who are in authority.4:59]

2] They must give sincere advice to
the ruler, in a good and kind manner,
by guiding him and his people to
beneficial things, and to remind him
of the needs of his subjects. All&h
Instructed Moses and his brother
Aaron upon sending them to Pharaoh
to preachthe true Religion to him:
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(And speak to him mildly, perhaps he
may accept admonition or fear
(Allah).) [20:44]

The Prophef ) said:

“*The Religion 1s
“*To whom?’ He sail
His Book, and His Messenger, and to
the leaders athe Muslims and their
c o mmo n [Muslimlk . ”

3] To support him in times of
adversity and crises and not to revolt
against him or forsake him, even if
one was from a group who does not
pledge allegiance to him. The
Prophet( ) said:
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Whoever cwomeysu t o
are all united under a single leader
and wishes to disrupt the unity and
solidarity (of the Muslims) k1 | |
[Muslim]

Rights Owed to the Ruled

These rights fall under five general
fundamentals:

1] Justice. This is achieved by giving
everyone their due right. A ruler is
required to be just, such that he
protects others’
duties, distributes responsibilities,
and implements rules and decisions.
All should stand as equals before
him... no I ndi vi dual
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be favored above others. The Prophet
() said:

“I'ndeed the most |
Allah and the closest one to be seated
to Him on the Day of Requital will be

a just ruler. And indeed the most
detestable person on the Daly

Requital and the most severe of them
In punishment will be a tyrannical

r ul [@dTirndidhi]

2] He must not oppress, deceive, or
behave treacherously towards the
masses. The Prophet) said:

“No sl ave 1 s gl vVvel
some people and dies in a state in
which he is treacherous to them,
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except that Allah forbids him from
Par adNuslim]. ”

3] He must consult them regarding
all affairs pertaining to their political,
social and economic interesiS|. He
must allow themd voice their views,
and he must accept such views if they
prove to be in the best interest of the
public. Allah(l) says:

(And by the Mercy of Allah, you
dealt with them gently. And had you
been severe and harsh hearted, they
would have broken away fronoy;

S0 pass over (their faulisgnd ask

( Al | Borgiveness for them; and
consult them in the affairs.}:159]
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The Messenger of Allah )

encamped behind the wells before the
Battle of Badr, so one of his
CompaniongAl-Hubab ibn &l
Mundhir)asked him“ Ha s Al | a
Inspired you to choose this spot, or is
It strat &e Prophet wa
replied: 't 1 s the str
Upon that, AlHubab said to the
Prophet* Let us go and
the wells in order to prevent the
enemy from then(from drinking). ”

So the Prophet ) took his advice.

4] His laws and constitution should

be in accordance to Islamic Law.
There is no room for him to judge
according to his imperfect whims or
desir es. -Khbttaed,thei b |
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second Caliph of Islam, said to Abu
Maryam asSalooli who killed his
brother, Zaid ibn uKhattaab* By
Allah, 1 will not like you until the
earth | | Heeeplied W d d |
this [hatred]deprive me of my

r i ghtUsna’r “ Blai de t h
said* Then there 1 s
women aralispleased if they are not

| 1 ked. "

5] He should not withdraw himself
from the masses or lock his doors
before them, nor should he belittle
them or assign mediators between
him and the public; who allow some
people to enter and prevent others.
The Prophef ) said:
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“Whoever 1 s gilven
some matter of the Muslims but
withdraws himself while they are Iin
dire need and poverty, Allah will
withdraw Himself from him while he
IS In dire need and poverty on the

Day of RAbughawdod |

6] He should be merciful to his
subjects and not burden them with
unbearable tasks or restrict their way
of living. The Prophet ) said:

*O Al l ah, whoever
something of my nation and makes
things hard for them, then make
things hard for himand whoever
takes command of something of my
Ummah(Nation)and is gentle with
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them, then be gen:
[Muslim]

‘ Uma r -Khditaab explained the
greatness of this matter in his words:

“By Al |l ah, I f a mi
Iraqg, | would fear thaAllah would

ask me why | did not level the road
for 1 t."7

The Muslim ruler must be as-al
Hasan aBasri, may Allah have
mercy upon him, described in a letter
which he sent -to
Azeez,n which he said:

“O Leader of the |
All ah has made the just ruler as one
who straightens the crooked, one who
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restrains the oppressors, one who
reforms the corrupt, one who
strengthens and brings justice to the
weak, and one who brings refuge to
the afflicted.

O Leader of the Faithful! A justter

IS like a kind shepherd who looks for
the best pastures for his flock and
steers them away from areas of
danger and wild animals, and protects
them from harms.

O Leader of the Faithful! A just ruler
IS like a caring father who tolls for
the sake of & children, educates
them as they grow up, and earns
bread for them while he is still alive,
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and leaves for therfwealth)after his
death.

O Leader of the Faithful! A just ruler
IS like an affectionate mother who
has loving care for her son. She bears
him with hardship, and delivers him
with hardship. She cares for him
while he is a little child, staying
awake at night when he does and
sleeps when he does. She feeds him
at times, and weans him at others,
and she feels happy about his good
health and worrieshen he
complains.

O Leader of the Faithful! A just ruler
IS the guardian of orphans and
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sponsor of the needy, he cares for the
young and provides for the old.

O Leader of the Faithful! A just ruler
IS like a heart within the ribs. When
the heart is hatny the ribs become
healthy, but when it is sick they grow
unhealthy.

O Leader of the Faithful! A just ruler
IS the one who listens to the Words of
Allah and makes them listen to it, he
IS the one who seeks the reward of
Allah, and makes his subjects kee
His reward. He iIs the one who
submits to the will of Allah and

makes his subject submit to Him. O
Leader of the Faithful, do not misuse
what Allah has bestowed upon you,
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like a slave who his master entrusted
him with his wealth and family, and
he squanded the wealth and made
his children homeless.

O Leader of the Faithful, know that
Allah has prescribed certain
castigatory punishments to deter his
slaves from doing
one who Is charged with this duty
does a sin that necessitates this?
Castigations would safeguard
people'"s |1 ves .. wl
IS charged with this duty commits
murder?

O Leader of the Faithful be mindful
of death, and what will take place
thereafter, and the little number of
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helpers; so gather whatever
provisions yu can in order to
prepare for it and the horrors that
follow it.

O Leader of the Faithful, know that
you have a different home unlike
your present home. In it your sleep
will last long, and your friends will
part with you, and leave you all by
yourself.Therefore, take those
provisions which may accompany
youl.

(That Day shall a man flee from his
brother. * And from his mother and
his father, *And from his wife and
his children.)80:34-6]
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O Leader of the Faithfutemember
the words of Allah:

(When thecontents of the graves are
brought out and poured forth And

that which is in the breasts (of men)
shal l be maldoe>1Ck n o

On that Day secrets will be revealed,
as well as your record of deeds:

(that leaves neither a small thing nor
a big thing but has recorded it.)
[18:49]

O Leader of the Faithful, there is still
time for you before death comes and
all hopes are shattered and I@st
work righteousness)
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O Leader of the Faithful! Judge
between your subjects with the laws
of Islam, and do ndead them in the
way of the wronedoers. Do not give
the proud power over feeble, as they
do not observe any pacts or honor
towards a believer; and so that you
should not bear the sins of others. Do
not be deceived by those who enjoy
things that lead to yor misery, and
devour the good things while
depriving you of the good things of
the Hereafter. Do not think of your
power today; but think of it tomorrow
when you become the captive of
death, standing on the Day of
Requital before Allah in the presence
of an assembly of angels, prophets
and messengers, W]
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((All) faces shall be humbled before
(Allah,) the Ever Living, the One
Who sustains and protects all that
exists.)[20:111]

O Leader of the Faithful! Although |
havenot attained with this advice the
level of wise men or their reason and
wisdom before me, | have done my
best to be sincere in my advice to

you. So take my message as a
medicine given by a loving person to
his favorite fri el
bittertaste; t woul d ser v

Rights Owed to Parents

Children must obey their parents as
long as they do not command them
with something sinful. Children must



IsSlamHouse «com

treat their parents well and must be
kind to them, and strive to please
them and provide for them. They
must secure for them their necessities
from food, drink, clothing and
shelter. Children must speak to them
softly and should not be harsh, and
they must have patience in serving
them and give consideration to their
feelings They should not speak ill to
them, hurt their feelings, nor do
anything which angers them. Allah

(I) says:

(And your Lord has decreed that you
worship none but Him. And that you
be dutiful to your parents. If one of
them or both of them attain old age in
your life, say not to them a word of
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disrespect, nor shout at them but
address them in terms of honor.)
[17:23]

Islam has regarded their disobedience
to be one of the greatest sins.
Abdul | ah (t)indsrated that enr
Bedouin came to the Prophet) ard
said:

“O Messeng(e)rwha ére Al
I he gr av eHdetesponted:s i |
“To worship or as:
wi t h AMedadhTHen whe
Hereplied, Di sobedi ence
pareHetsaid,“”Then Meh a t
replied, A° s ubmé]r gi ng

(ghamoosp a t He.sdid, And wr
|l S a s ubmeHerepladg o
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“A |1 e which 1 s s
money of anda-her |
Bukhari]

To portray the status of parents in
Islam, the Prophet ) said:

“The Pl easure of 1
through pleasingarents, and the

Anger of the Lord is incurred through
anger i nglatpiad@nt s .

It is obligatory that these rights be
given to parents, even if they are of a
different Religion Asmaa” bint Abi
Bakr said:

‘“*My mot her came t
was a polyheist during the time of
the Prophe{ ) so | sought
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permission of the Messenger of Allah
(). | sai d, My mo
and she desirds maintain relations
with me] Should | maintain ties with
my mot Hesal@tohel’ Ye s,
maintainrelat ons wi t h yo
[al-Bukhari]

Mothers are given priority over
fathers in matters of kind treatment
and good companionship. Abu
Hurairah(t) reported that a man said
to the Prophet ):

“O Messeng(e)rwhohtas Al
the most right for the best
compani daregliedp YO ur
mother, then your mother, then your
mother, then your father, and then
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those after him, and then those after
h i nmMuslim]

The Prophet ) accorded the mother
three rights and the father one right
because the mother bedhardships
and suffering that the father cannot.
Mothers are as Allali) described:

(And We have enjoined on man to be
dutiful and kind to his parents. His
mother bears him with hardship and
she brings him forth with hardship.)
[46:15]

She suffers fronmardship when she
bears him in her womb, taking
nutrition from her, during childbirth,
and when she feeds him after
delivery and stays awake at nights.
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Rights Owed to the Husband

|1] His role of leadership. He has the
right to ke the leader of the house. He
IS not, however, to be a petty tyrant.
He has the right to implement what
he sees as the best interest for the
affairs of the family. Allah(l) says:

(Men are the protectors and
maintainers of women, because Allah
has made onef them to excel the
other, and because they spend (to
support themfrom their means.)
[4:34]

That Is because men generally are

more rational in dealing with affairs,
In contrast to women who are more
emotional. But the husbands should
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still consult then wives and accept
their views in marital affairs.

2] The wife must obey her husband
as long as he does not command her
to do something sinful.

3] The wife must not refuse her
husband when he calls her to bed.
The Prophet ) said:

“I'f a man call s hi
she refuses, and he spends the night
angry with her, the angels will
continuously curse her till the

mo r n i[Nuglim]’

4] The wife should not burden him
with requests he cannot bear. She
should be keen to pleasarhand
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fulfill his wishes. The Prophet )
said:

‘I f | would have
prostrate to another, | would have
ordered a woman to prostrate to her

h us b danTdrmidhi]

5] A woman should protect and
guard her husband’
and howr. The Prophet ) said:

“The best of wome
when you look at her you are pleased,
when you order her she obeys, and
when you are not present, she keeps
your secrets and protects your

we a |l [Nasaa]



IsSlamHouse «com

6] A woman should not leave the
house except if her husband agrees,
and not to permit into his house
anyone whom he dislikes. The
Prophet( ), said:

‘I'ndeed you have |
wives and they have rights over you.
As for your rights over your wives,
they should not permit those whoty
dislike to enter your houses. Indeed
their right over you is to clothe and
feed them ifibna go:t
Majaah]

The Early Muslims used to
| mpl ement such 1| n:
bint Muhlim ashShaybangave this
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piece of advice to her daughter on her

wedding night:

‘*My daughter, you
home in which you were born and
your nest in which you were raised,
to a man you do not know and a
companion you have not been
familiar with. So be his maidnd he
will be your slave. Observe for him
ten qualitiesand he will be a treasure
for you: contentment, obedience,
taking care of your beauty and
pleasant smell, taking heed of the
time of his sleep and meals, taking
care of his money and children,
refraining from disobedience to him,
and keeping his s
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pleasure to him when he is worried or
grief when he 1 s |

A Husbandos Oblig
his Wife

1] The dowry37]: A woman has a
right to dowry whichshould be stated
during the marriage contract. It is an
essential part of the marriage contract
and cannot be conceded by the wife,
even Iif the wife chooses to do so,
until the contract has been concluded.
Allah (1) says:

(And give to the women (whom you
marry)their dowry with a good heatrt.
But if they, of their own good
pleasure, remit any part of it to you,
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take it and enjoy it without fear of
any harm.)4:4]

2] Justice and Equality: If a man has
more than one wife, he is required to
treat them fairlyand justly. He should
treat them equally regarding food,
drink, dress, residence and time
allotted to each. The Prophet)

said:

“I'f a man has two
one of them over the other in fair
treatment, he will come on the Day of
Requital withoe s i1 d e[lAbui | t
Dawood]

3] Providing for wife and children:
A husband is required to provide an
appropriate residence and living
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requirements; such as food, drink,
clothing, as well as money to upkeep
them, in an amount which is within
his means. Alh(l) says:

(Let the rich man spend according to
his means, and the man whose
resources are restricted, let him spend
according to what Allah has given

him. Allah puts no burden on any
person beyond what He has given
him. Allah will grant after hardship,
ease.]65:7]

In order to encourage Muslims to
provide for their family, Islam has
regarded this as a charity which a
person will be rewarded for. The
Prophet ) said to one of his
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companions named .
Waqgqaas:

“ A n eednvidAtever you spend, it

will be regarded as charity, even a
morsel[of food] which you raise to

pl ace I n youla- wif
Bukhari]

The wife has the right to take money
from her husband without his
knowledge if he does not
appropriately provide fothem. Hind
bint *Utbah s(ajid

“O Messeng(e)nndeed Al
Abu Sufyan is miserly, and he does
not give me what my child and | can
suffice with, except what | take from
him without Heasad, k|
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“Take what ndyofirf i c
chil d wi t labBukharip x c «

4] Living compassionately and
special relations: This is one of the
most important things the Religion
has commanded the husband to

of fer .. for a wife
loving heart and a husband who
trifles with her and fulfills her

desires. This will also guarantee that
his wife does not do blameworthy
things. The Prophét ) said to Jaabir

(t):

"Have you gotten |
| replied,” Yes.” He sal
or ot her Irephed,h Ot Ina
thantla t He™said, Why di d
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marry a young virgin so as to sport
with her, and make each other
| augh?”

[al-Bukhari]

5] Keeping her secrets. He should
keep privatéintimate)relationship
secrets, and refrain from exposing her
secrets, shortcomings anther

things he notices or hears from her.
The Prophet ) said:

“The worst of peo]
Allah, on the Day of Requital, is the
man who has relations with his wife
and she has relations with him, and
then he divul ges |
[Muslim]
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6] Treating her with kindness: A
husband should treat his wife with
kindness. He should consult her
about mutual everyday matters,
provide her with the means of
happiness and show to her that he
loves her by joking and playing with
her. The Prophet ) sad:

“The best and mos:
believers are the best of them in
character and manners, and the best
of you are the best of you towards

t heil r [awTirmidhyg . ”

7] The husband should be patient
with her faults, and should not make
a point of seeking #m out. The
Prophet( ) said:
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“Let not a bel i ev]
believing woman. Even if he may

hate one aspect, he is pleased with
anotheft or he sai d ‘o
[Muslim]

18] He should protect her with
jealously and not take her to evil and
corrupt plaes. Allah(l) says:

(O you who believe! Ward off
yourselves and your families against
a Fire (Hell)whose fuel is men and
stones.)66:6]

9] The husband must protect her
wealth. He is not to take anything
that belongs to her unless she gives
him permissio, and he is not to use
her wealth except by her consent.
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The Rights of Relatives

Islam has urged well to do people to
help and take care of their relatives,
financially — by fulfilling their
requirements through obligatory or
voluntary charity, and morally by
Inquiring about their condition,
treating them with kindness and
sympathy and sharing their joys and
sorrows. Allah(l) says:

(And fear Allah through Whom you
demaurml (your mutual rights)and do

not cut the relations of the wombs
(kinship).) [4:1]

Islam urges Muslims to treat close
relatives kindly even if they do not
treat him kindly. It encourages that
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one pardon them even if they have
wronged him, and be friendtp them
even If they are unfriendly to him.
The Prophet ) said:

‘It 1's not he who
his relatives who does so if they do
the same; but rather it is he who
maintains ties with them even if they
cut r el at i[abBukhari t h

Islam has also warned against
severing ties of kinship and
considered it one of the greatest sins.
The Messenger of Allah ) said:

“Al l ah created t hi
he finished, the womb stodés if

asking for somethingHe said,
“What do Itwadd | s ayn?’
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standing seeking refuge in you from
severing t iHesd,of |
“Are you not pl ea:
maintain ties with those who

maintain youties of the womb:
kinship)and cut ties with those who
cut VYreplied” Of cour s
O LoHedsad,' That 1 s f
(Then Abu Hurairah saifgeciting the
verse). “Woul d you tFr
given the authority, do mischief in

the land, and sever your ties of

k i n s [B8]) pl-Bukhari]

The Rights of Chidren

The rights owed to children is that
they must be protected, their affairs
must be taken care of, they must be
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given a proper upbringing, and their
needs must be met, such as food,
drink, dress, and accommodation.
The Prophet ) said:

‘1 t 1 enoughifar & person to be
negli gent PAbu hi s |
Dawood]

One should choose appropriate
names for them. The PropHet)
said:

“I'ndeed on t he Da:
will be called by your names and
your father’s nami
n a me[Abu Dawood]

They should be taught good manners,
such as modesty, respect for elders,
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truthfulness, honesty, obedience to
parents, and that they be kept away
from foul language and evil deeds,
such as telling lies, fraud and deceit,
treachery, dishonesty, robbery,
disobedience to parents, etc.

They should be educated in those
things which help them in this life as
well as the next. They should be
given a proper upbringing, and
iIntroduced to righteous company.
The Prophef ) said:

‘Everyone of you |
responsible for what is in his custody.
The ruler Is a guardian of his subjects
and responsible for them; a husband
IS a guardian of his family and is
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responsible for it; a woman is a
guardian of her hi
IS responsible for it, and a servasnta
guardian of his m:
| S r es pon[al-Bukhae] f o

One should be keen about their
safety. This entails that the parents do
not invoke Allah against their
childrenhj. The Prophet ) said:

‘Do not supplicat
yourselvesdo not supplicate against
your children, and do not supplicate
against your wealtHIt may be that

your supplicationhccords with a

time in which Allah grants those who
ask him, and your supplication be
ans we|[Maskin]| ”
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Children musbe treated equally; one
should not prefer some over others in
gifts and treatment. This is because
unfair treatment will lead to their
disobedience and will rouse hatred
amongstthemNu’™ man | bn
narrated:

“My f ather gave mi
wealth as carity, and my mother,
*Amrah Dbint Rawaal
not agree until the Messenger of
Allah( )bear s witness
father left to the Prophé¢t ) to bear
witness to his giving of charity to me.
The Messenger of Allah ) said,

' Di d yhesamedtaall your
chil dren?’ t o whi
He sai d, ‘Fear Al |l
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regards to your cl
my father returned and took back the
charity[he had given me] [Muslim]

The Rights of Neighbors

Islam has enjoined that one be good
to his neighbors in all respects. Allah
(I) says:

(Worship Allah and join none with
Him in worship, and do good to
parents, kinsfolk, orphans, the poor,
the neighbor who is near of kin, the
neighbor who is a strangehd
companion by your side, the wayfarer
(you meet)and thoséslaveswhom
your right hands possess. Verily,
Allah does not like such as are proud
and boastful.)4:36]
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The Religion has prohibited that one
harm his neighbor, verbally or
physically. Abu Hwairah(t) said:

“Such and such wo
the day and prays during the night,
but she harms her neighbor by her

speech.’ (T)seaiRlr,op|
IS no good in her and she is in the
Hel | fi1 re.’ | t was

woman praysonly that] which is
obligatory, and fastpnly] the
[obligatory] month of Ramadan, and
she gives some pieces of I{piried
yogurt)as charity, but she does not
harm anyone with |
repli ed, “She 1 s |
[Ahmad & alHaakim]
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Islam has givemhe neighbor a great
rank and right. The Prophegt) said:

“Gabri el continue:
In regards to neighbors until | thought
that he would give them a share of

| nher i[d-Bukharg . ”

| sl am regards har
neighbor a negater of Imaan. The
Prophet( ) said:

“By Al l ah he does
Allah he does not believe, by Allah

he does nlheysdde !l | e
*“Who O Messenh)@ér
Hesald He whose neig
safe fr ofa-Bbkhasi] evi |
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The Prophet ) defined what is
owed to the neighbor when he was
asked what their rights were. Ke)
said:

‘The best companions with Allah are
the best of them to his companions,
and the best of neighbors are the best
of them to his neighboiAt-

Tirmidthi]

One must b@atient with the harm
their neighbor may cause and be kind
and lenient with them. A man said to
Ibn Mas'oodt):

C have a nei ghboi
and causes mHe une:
replied, ... I'f he di sob
your regard, then
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IGhazal i, | nudDéen',y a
V.2, p.212]

There are three types of neighbors:

1) A Muslim relative.This neighbor
has three rightsfhe rights of
relatives, neighbors, and Muslims.

2) A Muslim neighborThis type has
two rights:the rights of neighbors
and the rights of Muslims.

3) A nonMuslim neighbor.This type
has one rightthe right of neighbors.
The family of Abd
cooked a whole sheep for him, but
when he arrived he said,

“Did you gilve sSo0mi
neighbor? Did you give some to our
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Jewish neighbor? | heard the
Messengerof Allalf )say: “ Ji
(Gabriel)continued to command me

In regards to neighbors until | thought
that he would give them a share of

| nher i[@a&rmdhg. ”

The Rights of Friends and
Companions

Islam has encouraged that one
consider the needs of friends and has
prescribed certain rights that should
be fulfilled in their regard; such as
helping them and giving them sincere
advice. The Prophét ) said:

“The best of companions in the Sight
of Allah (1) is the best of them
towards his companion, and the best
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of neighbors in the Sight of Allath)
IS the best of them towards his
nei g hd-ormidHhi]

They should receive their rights even
after their compaion's death. A man
from the tribe of Bani Salamah asked
the Messenger of Allah ):

‘l's there any way
my parents aftlker 1
( )replied:* Ye s . Pray t
prayer over them, seek forgiveness

for them, and implemenheir pacts
which they made. Join the ties of
kinship which cannot be so except
through them, and honor and be
generous to [AMolheir
Dawood]
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The Rights of Guests

In Islam, guests have the right to be
shown generosityThe Prophet )
said:

“Whoever believes
Last Day let him be generous to his
neighbor. Whoever believes in Allah
and the Last Day let him be generous
to his guest Aiman wl
sad And what shoul
Messenger of Ath( )” He replied,

“A day and a ni ght
honor his guest for three days.
Whoever does mor e
charity for him. And whoever

believes in Allah and the Last Day let
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him speak faja¥f¥ or
Bukhari]

Islamregardh onor i ng one
a righteous deed for which he will be
rewarded. The Prophét ) said:

“There 1I's no per s
takes the reignf his horsejand

fights for the sake of Allah, avoiding
people’”s evi |, ani
sheep inhe outskirts giving meal to
his guest, honor i |

[Ahmad & alHaakim]

Islam has also described the manner
In which a person should treat his
guest. He should greet him honorably
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with a cheerful face and part with
him in a good way.

The guest, bwever, should also take
the conditions of his host into
consideration, not burdening him
with what he cannot afford. The
Prophet( ) said:

1t |l s unl awf ul fo
with his brother until he makes him
fall | Thay say,s® n . ”

Messenger oAllah ( ), how can he
(the guestinake him(the host¥all

| nt o He(l )meplied,” That h
stays with him while he does not
have[enough moneylo serve him

f o o[Muslim]
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Imam Ghazali wrote in his book,
“1 hy aa -uttd eo(mem
Revival of Relgious Sciencesgbout
Prophet Muhammad ):

“The Messengwauldo f
honor his guests. He would even
spread his garment for a noglative
guest to sit. He used to offer his guest
his own cushion and insist until they
accept it . No one came lhom as a
guest but thought that he was the
most generous of people. He gave
each one of his companions sitting
with him his due portion of his
attention. He would direct his
listening, speech, gaze and attention
to those who were in his company.
Even thenhis gathering was
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characterized by modesty,
humbleness and honesty. He would
call his companions by their kunyah
to honor them.. He
from being angry and the easiest to
be contented.”’

Rights Related to Employment

In regards to work and employment,
Islam introduced principles and
guidelines which define the
relationship between the employer
and the employed.

The Rights of the Employed

Islam enjoins that the relationship
between employema employee
should be based upon principles of
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brotherhood, equality and dignity.
The Prophet ) said:

“Your servants ar
whom Allah has placed under your
authority. Whoever has his brother
under his authority, let him feed him
from what heeats and clothe him

with what he wears. Let him not
burden him with more than he can
bear, and 1 f you

[al-Bukhari]

Islam has guaranteed their right to
receive wages. The Propliet)
narrated from Allahl) that He said:

“1  wi ladainss threenypes of
people on the Day of Requital: a
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person who swears by Me and then
betrays his oath, a person who sells a
free person and eats the money he
gains from it, and a person who hired
a workman, takes his full duef

work] from him but des not give

him his right(his wages) [al-

Bukhari]

It also orders that the wages be
negotiated before work begins. In a
Hadeeth collected by Ahmad, the
Prophet ) forbade hiring a
workman before negotiating his
wages.

Islam alsocommands that wages be
paid immediately after the task has
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been completed. The Prophet)
said:

‘Pay the workman |
hi s s we @§bnMaaah]l es . ”

They are not to be given more work
than they can bear; if he is given
more than he can bedihan he should
be given extra wages or help. The
Prophet( ) said:

‘Let him al so not
more than he can bear, and if you do,
t hen h edl-Bukhlari] m. ”

In order to raise the honor and dignity
of labor, the Prophét ) said that it
was he best and most pure of
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earnings, if done through permissible
means. The Prophét ) said:

“No person has eat
that which[was bought from the

wages whichhis own hands toiled.
Indeed Davidu), the Prophet of

Allah, ate from what hiswn hands

e a r n[a-Bukhari]

To encourage manual labor, the
Prophet ) said:

By Him i n Whose |
If one of you goes and chops wood,
ties it, and carries it on his back, it is
better for him than to beg people,
whether they give him mogeor

n o tlal-Bukhari]
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The Rights of the Employer

As Islam required the employer to

give the employee his due rights; the
employees should also observe the
rirghts of the empl
carry out the work in the best

manney without delay or

shortcomings. The Prophet) said:

“I' ndeed Al l ah 11 ki
performs some work, that he does it
per f ecAbluy .Ya’ | aa]

In order to encourage people to do
their assigned work properly and
sincerely, Islam has made thygpé of
wages from the best of earnings. The
Prophet ) said:



IsSlamHouse «com

“The best of earni
earned by working sincerely and

pr op qgAhmad]. ”
General Rights and Obligations

Islam obligates upon Muslims to
regard the conditianof their Muslim
brothers, wherever they may be. The
Prophet ) said:

“The Dbel il evemexgy I n
and their feeling for each other are

like one bodyif one part feels pains,

all the other parts feel pain through
fever and dMugimlpl e

Islam orders that Muslims strive to
Improve their condition. The Prophet
() said:
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*“*None of you Dbel il
for his brother what he loves for
h i ms gltBtkhatri]

It ordersthat Muslims stand by their
brothers at times of crises and agony.
The Prophet ) said:

“The beli evers ar
structure, each on@rick)

strengthens the othéxnd then he
clasped his hands and intertwined his
fingers) [al-Bukhari]

It ordersthat Muslims come to the
ald of their brothers and assist them
In times of war If they are in need.
Allah (1) says:
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(And if they seek your help in
Religion, it is your duty to help
t h e ni8:)2]

It forbids that they be forsaken In
their time of need. ThErophet )
commanded that the Muslims support
their oppressed brothelsl-Bukhari]

The Moral Aspect of Islam

Islam has perfected the morals and
elevated them to a high standard. The
Prophet ) said:

“ have Dbeedattamdai s
complete righteous character and
mo r a l[asHadkim]

Islam encourages and commands
with every good manner, and
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prohibits and warns against every evil
and lewd manner. Allafl) says:

(Show forgiveness, enjoin what is
good, and turn away frothe
foolish.)[7:199]

The Prophef ) said:

‘Do you know who |
They(his companionsgaid,” T h e
bankrupt among us is he who has
neither mondhe nor
Prophetf )said, The bankr
my nation is he who comes on the
Day of Requital with th¢reward of

his] prayers, charity, fasting; he
comegwith them]but[in his

previous life]he had cursed one
person and falsely accused another,
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killed one person and hit anothen S
this one is given from his reward, and
that one as well. When the reward for
his good deeds will have all been
distributed before he repays his sins,
their sins will be taken and thrown
upon him, and he will be thrown into
t he HeMdslimi r e. ”

The Relgion of Islam defined the
way a Muslim should relate to others
and to his society. The Messenger of
Allah ( ) said:

“Avoil d the prohi bi
be the best worshipper, be pleased
with the sustenance Allah has
provided for you and you will be the
richest of people, be good to your
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neighbor and you will be a true
believer, love for others what you
love for yourself and you will be a
true Muslim, and do not laugh much,
for indeed laughing much causes the
heart [dt-0rmidh]e . ”

He( ) also said:

“A true Musl i m I s
Muslims are safe from his tongue and
his hand, and a true muhagg®] Is

one who has left what Allah has

f or bi daiEukhari

Islam aims tdorm a well knit society
In which the individuals show mutual
love and mercy to one another; this is
accomplished by the implementation
of its commands and abandonment of
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Its prohibitions.The following are
things that Islam has prohibited:

|1]Associatng partners with Allah
(Shirk) whether it be in regard to His
Ruboobiyah, or in acts of worship.
Allah ( ) says:

(Verily! Allah forgives not (the sin
of) setting up partners in worship
with Him, but He forgives whom he
pleases sins other than tha4.)116]

2] Sorcery. Abu Hurairah reported
the Prophet ) as saying:

*Stay far away fr
sins: associating partners with Allah
(Shirk)a n d s o[al-Buklrary] . ”
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3] Oppression, transgression against
others and squandering their rights.
Allah ( ) says:

( Say: théthikgs that my Lord
has indeed forbidden are licentious
sins whether committed openly or

secretly,all other]sins, unrighteous

oppresgB3dnN..)

4] Manslaughter, except if it is
legislated in a castigatory
punishment. Allakil) says:

(And whoever Kkills a believer
Intentionally, his recompense is Hell
to abide therein, and the Wrath and
the Curse of Allah are upon him, and
a great punishment is prepared for
him.) [4:93]
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This prohibition does not include
those who kill or aréilled in the
process of defending their lives,
wealth, or honor. The Prophet)
said:

“Whoever 1s Kkill e
money, he is a martyr, and whoever

IS killed in defending his family, life,
or Religion,[Abhe 1
Dawood]

5] Severingfamilial ties and
relations. Allah( ) says:

(Would you then, if you were given
the authority, do mischief in the land,
and sever your ties of kinship?

* Such are they whom Allah has
cursed, so that He has made them
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deaf and bl i nded 1
[47:22-3]

The Prophet ) said:

“One who severs t|
not ent e fMudbal]r adi s «

What is meant by severing ties of
kinship is that one does not visit his
relatives or is aloof of their needs;
also that one acts arrogant towards
them or does ndtelp the weak and
poor amongst them if he is rich. If
one gives charity to a poor person
who is not related to him, he would
receive the reward for charity, but if
he gives charity to a poor person who
Is related to him, he will receive the
reward for joning ties of relation as
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well as that of charity. If a person
was himself poor, he should maintain
ties of kinship by greeting his
relatives, inquiring about them, and
being kind to them. The Prophet)
said:

Join and maint ai |
evenift be by gr[faet |
Bazzar]

6] Fornication and adultery, as well
as all things which may lead to them.
Allah ( ) says:

(And come not near to the unlawful
sexual intercourse. Verily, it is a
great and licentious sin, and an evil
way.)[17:32]
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Allah (1) clarifies the punishment of
the fornicator in His Words:

(The woman and the man quilty of
llegal sexual intercourse, flog each
of them with a hundred stripes. Let
not pity withhold you in their case, Iin
a punishment prescribed by Allah, if
you beleve in Allah and the Last
Day. And let a party of the believers
witness their punishmen{24:2]

This is the punishment of a fornicator
who was never married before. As for
one who commits adultery, his
punishment is that he should be
stoned to death.

This punishment was also prescribed
In some of the previous religions. The
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Jews of MadinaliMedina)raised the
case of a Jewess and a Jew who had
committed fornication to the
Messenger of Allah.

Sohesaidtothem: Br i ng me
the most knowledgeable gbur

me nThéy came with two sons of a
man from Syriaand he asked them:
“What do you find
matter of these tw{fornicators)in

t he T ®dheywshid?"We f i1 nd
their regards that if four peoplbear
witness that they saw his penis in her
vagina like a koh[40] applicator in

I ts Jar, t hete(ar e
asked Then what pr ey
from st onThaygaidf @e m’
authority has been relinquished and
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we have been forced to prase the
sentence of deatwithout stoning) ”
The Messenger of Allah ) then

called for the witnesses. They came
with four people and they bore

Wi tness that they
In her vagina like a kohl applicator in
Its jar, so the Messenger of AH( )
ordered them to be stonedbu
Dawood]

In order for the verdict of stoning to
be implemented, one of the following
two conditions must be met.

* If the male or female admit to the
crime, he or she will be punished.

Abu Hurairahsaid: A° man fr
people came to the Messenger of
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Allah ( ), while he was in the
mosSqgue. He call ed
of Al |l ah, I have
The Prophet ) turned away from

him. The man came to the side to
which the Prophet ) turned his fae
andsaid; Messenger of
commi tt e dTharaphet e r
() turned away from him. The man
came to the side to which the Prophet
() turned his face. When he had
testified against himself four times,

the Prophef ) called him and said,
“Ar e y olde sand dND”,

Me s s enger Heosaid, AAlrlea |
y ou a mideramswesed. Y'e s |
Me s s enger Heosaid,” Allalkeel
hi m and s faldokbarilhi m.
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* Four equitable men bear witness
that the accused man's penis entered
the woman's vaga. This hardly has
occurred, and would take effect if a
man openly exhibits his crime.
Throughout Islamic history this
castigation has not been implemented
except in a few instances; in these
Instances the castigation was
Implemented because of the
confession of the fornicator. The
punishment demonstrates the severity
of the deed; the reason for its severity
IS that it would safeguard the Ummah
(nation)from corruption and evil, and
would safeguard the Ummah from
breaking down.. | 1
be obscued, and problems related to
Inheritance and marriage would not
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occur. It would also safeguard the
Ummah from diseases and epidemics.
The Prophef ) said:

“O mi dfrom Makkah to
Madinah)if you are afflicted with

five things, and | seek refuge from
Allah that you should see them, no
licentious sin is committed openly in
a society except that Allah causes
diseases and plagues which never
previously existed to spread amongst
t h e njlbn. Madjah]

The worst type of fornication is
Incesf41].

Islam has also prohibited
homosexualityAllah says when
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mentioning the story of the People of
Lot:

(So when Our Commandment came,
We turned (the towns of Sodom In
Palestineupside down, and rained
on them stones of baked clay, piled
up; * Marked from your Lord, and
they are not ever far from the evil
doers.)

[11:82-3]

Lesbianism is also forbidden in
Islam, and certain punishments have
been set to eradicate this sinful act.

7] Islam has forbidden usurping the
wealth of orphans andasiders it as
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squandering the rights of the poor.
Allah (1) says:

(Verily, those who unjustly eat up the
property of orphans, they eat up only
a fire into their bellies, and they will
be burnt in the blazing Firel4:10]

An exception is made from thisesh
admonition; the one who is poor and
looks after the orphan is allowed to
take an amount that suffices him
from the wealth of the orphan under
his supervision, this being in return
for taking care of the child, feeding
him, and giving him clothing. He
may also try to increase the orphan's
wealth, by investing it. Allalil) says:



IsSlamHouse «com

(..and whoever amo.l
rich, he should take no wages, but if
he is poor, let him have for himself
what is just and reasonable

(according to his work) [4:6]

18] False testimony and perjury are
considered destructive sins. This is
due to its detrimental results in
society, since it would lead to
squandering peopl
spreading of injustice. It causes harm
to both the bearer of witness, as it
helps him wih his injustice, as well

as the innocent victim by depriving
him of his due right. The Prophet)
said:
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“*Shall | not tell
t he gr ahheysadtt hadee
Messenger Heosaid, Al | al

“Associating part
[Shirk] andill-t r eat ment o
He was leaningwhile he mentioned
that), but then he sat up straiglats if

he was alarmednd said;, A n d
bear i ng f gThesrmarraton t |
saild He conti nued t
until we wished that he would
stop. ’

[al-Bukhari]

9] Gambling for it wastes monetary
as well as physical efforts and brings
no benefit, neither for the individual
or society. Allah(l) says:
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(O you who believe! Intoxicants,
gambling, alansaab, and -&zlaam
[arrows for seeking luck or decision]
are an abominati ol
handiwork. So avoid (strictly althat
(abomination,) in order that you may

be successful[p:90]

If a person wins while gambling, he
has usurped ot her
without right. The delight felt when
winning may also aase him to

further use deceptive measures to win
again. If one loses, he would have
squandered his money in something
which brings no benefit. This loss
may lead him to steal, if he has no
money left, in order to continue
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playing, so that he would be alite
win back his losses.

110] Highway robbery, pillaging,
murder, and frightening the innocent,
for it spreads terror and fear in
society and disrupts the peace and
security. Allah(l) says:

(The recompense of those who wage
war against Allah and His Mesggar
and do mischief in the land is only
that they shall be killed or crucified

or their hands and their feet be cut off
on the opposite sides, or be exiled
from the land. That is their disgrace
In this world, and a great torment is
theirs in the Hereaftar[5:33]
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The sentence is given in accordance
to the type of cr|
that highway robbers should be killed
and crucified if they kill and pillage.

If they Kkill without stealing, they
should be killed. If they steal, but do
not kill, their hamls and feet are to be
severed on opposite sides. If they
cause fear to wayfarers but do not
steal, they are to be banished from
that locality.[al-Baihaqi]

[11] Taking falseoatlh a * di pp
oath)which is to intentionally take a
false oath in order tosurp the right

of another, thus
Hellfire. Allah (1) says:
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(Verily, those who purchase a small
gain at the cost
and their oaths, they shall have no
portion in the Hereafter (Paradise)
Neither will Allah speak totem, nor
look at them on the Day of
Resurrection, nor will He purify

them, and they shall have a painful
torment.)[3:77]

The Prophef ) said:

“Whoever usurps t|
Muslim by swearing a false oath,

Allah has obligated for him the

Hellfire and pohibited for him

P ar a drhey(kis companions)

sad Even 1 f 1t wer
trivial O Messenger of Allali )? ”



IsSlamHouse «com

Hereplied, Even 1 f 1t v
an Ar adMuslimr ee. ”

112] Suicide. Allah(l) says:

(And do not kill yourselves (nor Kkill
one another) Surely, Allah is Most
Merciful to you. And whoever
commits that through aggression and
Injustice, We shall cast him into the
Fire, and that is easy for Allah.)
[4:30]

The Prophet ) said:

“Whoever kill s hi
somethingwill be punished with that
thing on the Day
[Muslim]
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113] Lying, treachery, deceit, and
breaking promises. Allafi) says:

(O you who believe! Betray not Allah
and His Messenger, nor betray
knowingly thosehings entrusted to
you (the duties which Allah has
ordained for you) [8:27]

The Prophet ) said:

‘1 f four traits al
he is a pure hypocrite, and if he has
one of these trait$ie has a trait of
hypocrisy until he leaves wvhen he

IS entrusted, he proves treacherous;
when he speaks, he lies; when he
makes an oath, he betrays it; and
when he argues, h
[Muslim]



IslamHouse «com

In another narration reported in
Muslim, the Prophet ) said:

“.even 1 f he pray:
himselfo be a Musl I m.

[14] Islam has forbidden that
Muslims boycott or harbor jealousy
against one other. The Prople?
said:

“Do not hate each
each other, and do not turn your
backs upon each other; but rather be
the slaves of Allah and b&others. It

IS Impermissible for a Muslim to
abandon his brother for more than

t hr ee [Muslyn . ”
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115] Cursing and vulgarity. The
Prophet ) said:

‘“I'ndeed a bell evel
Insult and he is not foul and obscene
| n s p RAenad & atTimidhi]

Even 1 n regards t
Islam calls upon the Muslims to ask
Al'l ah to guide th
Allah against them. Abu Hurairdh

said that it was said to the Messenger
of Allah ( ):

*O Messeng(e)r of Al
supplicate against theapg a He .

replied, | was not r al
rather(sent)a s a nMuslim]y . 7
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116] Miserliness. Wealth belongs to

Al l ah..He has entr
humans, to spend on themselves and
their dependants. They must also
expend from it, to help needy

brothers. The Messenger of Allah)
sought refuge with Allah from this

evil trait.

The Prophet ) explained what
would result in a society due to
miserliness:

“Avol d cruelty an
the Day of Requital, injustice will be

a reason that one Wbe cast into
several types of darkness. Guard
yourselves against miserliness; for
Indeed it destroyed nations before
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you. It led them to bloodshed and to
treat unl awf ul as

[Muslim]

The Religion of Islam regards the

rich person who sees his e

brothers seeking his help but does not
help them to be far removed from

true faith. The Prophét ) said:

“The most evi | o f
mi ser |[[Ahmadp s . ”

|17] Extravagance and squandering
money unrightfully. Allanl) says:

(And give to the kindretiis due and
to the poor and to the wayfarer. But
spend not wastefully (your wealtim)
the manner of a spendthriftVerily,
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spendthrifts are brothers of devils,
andSatan(the devil)is ever
ungrateful to his Lord.)17:26-7]

The Prophef ) said:

‘* Ideed Allah had forbidden for you
disobedience or unkindness to
mothers, refusing people charity and
asking for it, burying your daughters
alive, and he has disliked for you
spreading tales, persistent
guestioning, and squandering

mo n e[sl-Bukhari]

18] Fanaticism and extremism in
matters of Religion. Allalil) says:
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(Allah intends for you ease, and He
does not want to make things difficult
for you.)[2:185]

The Prophef ) said:

‘I'ndeed the Reli gl
None shall make the Religion strict
except that it will overcome him. So

be upright and moderate, do those
things which are easy, and give glad
tidings of the reward from Allah.

Seek helgby performing righteous
deeds)n the morning, afternoon, and
In apart of the nighfyour periods of
motivation] ”

[al-Bukhari]
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119] Self-concelt, pride and vanity.
Allah (1) says:

(‘" And turn not Vyol
men with pride, nor walk in insolence
through thesarth. Verily, Allah likes

not each arrogant boasteknd be
moderate (or show no insolenae)

your walking, and lower your voice.
Verily, the harshest of all voices is

the voicelbrayinglof t he as:¢
[31:1819]

About pride, the Propheét ) said:

“Aepson who has a
worth of pride in his heart will not
ent er PAamaasad,s@ . ”
Messenger of Allalf ) what if a
person likes to wear nice clothing and
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ShoeHe?eplied | ndeed A
beautiful and loves beauty. Pride is
that youreject the truth and look
down upofMusimlher s .’

About vanity, the Prophét ) said:

“Whoever dr a(msthehi
ground)out of vanity, Allah will not

| ook at him on t h
[al-Bukhari]

120] Spying on people, searching for
ther faults, thinking ill of them, and
backbiting them. Allahl) says:

(O you who believe! Avoid many
suspicions, indeed some suspicions
are sins. And spy not, neither
backbite one another. Would one of
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you like to eat the flesh of his dead
brother? You wold hate it. And fear
Allah. Verily, Allah is the One Who
accepts repentance, Most Merciful.)
[49:12]

The Prophet ) said:

‘Do you know what
They(his companionssaid, A1l | a h
and Hi s MesseHh@ger
said, Ment i oni n gotherb o
somet hing which h
They said,’ Wh a t [traif] which 1 s
| spoke of was actually present in my
br ot Hesa®”l f Hiee had
trait] you spoke of, you have
backbitten him, and if not, you have
sl ander[Ruwlimhi m. ”
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121] Eaveslropping. The Prophét )
said:

“Whoever |1 stens 1
conversation while they do not like

him to or while they evade him,
(molten)lead will be poured into his
ears on the Day of

[al-Bukhari]

221Gl oati ng over ot
misfortunes. The @phet( ) said:

‘Do not show J oy
misfortune, so that Allah will have
mercy upon him and save you in a

t r i[&-Tirmidi]
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23] Interfering into affairs which do
not concern them. The Prophet)
said:

“From the thi thgs
compl eteness of a
that he does not indulge In affairs
whi ch do notlatconc:
Tirmidhi]

124] Scoffing at others, whether by
giving them nicknames or employing
other types of speech, actions and
signs. Itforbids that one belittle or
ridicule others. Allah{l) says:

(O you who believe! Let not a group
scoff at another group, it may be that
the latter are better than the former,
nor let (someywomen scoff at other
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women, it may be that the latter are
betterthan the former, nor defame

one another, nor insult one another by
nicknames.)49:11]

125] It is forbidden for a judge to be
unjust in his rulings, for in Islam, a
judge is regarded as one who
Implements the law of Allah. He

hol ds an execnebdfi v
legislation. If he is unjust, he betrays
the trust which was given to him.

Allah (1) says:

(And whosoever does not judge by
what Allah has revealed, such are the
disbelievers.]5:44]

The Prophef ) said:



IslamHouse «com

Judges are of t hi
whom aran the Fire, and one who is

In Paradise. A man, who ruled

unjustly while he knows, is in the

Fire. A judge who rules while he is
ignorant and wrongs people is in the
Fire. And a judge who ruled with the
truth 1 s 1 n Paradi

[Abu Dawood & atTirmidhi]

126] Cuckoldry, 1.e. the person is not
protective of his relatives and turns a
blind eye to their promiscuity. The
Prophet( ) said:

“Al Il ah will not |
people on the Day of Requital: one
who is disobedient to his parents, a
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woman who esembles men, and a
c uc k gNasdha iJ

127] Resembling the opposite sex.
| bn * A)sdida a s

“The Messengeursedo f
men who make themselves resemble
women, and women who make

t hemsel ves 1raésembl
Bukhari]

28] Reminding others ofafvors you
have done for them or goodness you
may have showBh t h
says:

(O you who believe! Do not render
In vain your Sadagah (charitiy
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reminders of your generosity or by
| nj ul[R:364]) ”

129] Taking back a gift. The Prophet
() said:

“A person who t ak:
gave is like a dog who vomits and
t hen takes back hi

[al-Bukhari & Muslim]

130] Tale-carrying; which is to

Inform someone about what others
have said about him in order to spoill
the relations or for other evil
Intentions. Allah|) says:

(And obey not everyone who swears
much, and is considered worthless, A
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slanderer, going about carrying tales.)
[68:10-11]

The Prophet ) said:

“One who carri es |
Par adMuslim]. ”

The evil consequences whicesult

In tale-carrying are well known. It
stirs enmity and hatred amongst
people and causes them to abandon
one another, and this is something
which the Messenger of Allah )
forbade .He said:

“I't 1's not per mi s
abandon his brothdéor more than

three nights: they meet, each one
turning away from the other. The best
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of the two Is the first of them to greet
the other(with Salaam) [al-
Bukhari]

Tale-carrying may result in HI

thinking and spying on others in
order to reach the trutbout what
was said. Also, various sins might be
committed which Allail) prohibited

In His Words:

(..indeed some sus,|
And s pyd9diat ...

131] Being arrogant towards the
weak,whether that weakness be
physical, such as the ill, disabled, or
elderly; or financial, such as the poor,
needy, or those over whom he has
authority. Society should be built
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upon mercy, love, and fraternity.
Allah (1) says:

(Worship Allah and join none vt

Him in worship, and do good to
parents, kinsfolk, orphans, the poor,
the neighbor who is near of kin, the
neighbor who is a stranger, the
companion by your side, the wayfarer
(you meet)and thoseslaves\whom
your right hands possess. Verily,
Allah does not like such as are proud
and boastful.)4:36]

132] Intending harm to the heirs by
bequeathing, such as falsely claiming
that he has a loan. Allgh) says:

(.after payment of
she)may have bequeathed or debts,
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so that no loss is causéd anyone))
[4:11]

Prohibitions Regarding Food,
Drink, and Clothing.

1] Islam forbids wine and all types
of addictive drugs, whether they are
Ingested, inhaled or injected. Allah
(I) says:

(O you who believe! Intoxicants (all
kinds of alcoholic drinks gambling,
stone altars on which the polytheists
slaughtered to their idols, arrows for
seeking luck or decision are an
abomination of Sat
so avoid(strictly all) that
(abomination)n order that you may

be successful. Satan wants onlyot
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excite enmity and hatred between you
with intoxicants(alcoholic drinks,
etc.)and gambling, and hinder you
from the remembrance of Allah and
from the Prayer. So, will you not then
abstain?)5:90-1]

In order to prevent those who seek to
profit through ts sale or aid in its
spread, the Prophét ) said:

“Allah has cursed
pours it, the one who drinks it, the

one who squeezes It, the one who it
was squeezed for, the one who carries
It, the one it is carried to, the one who
sells it, theone who buys it, and the
one who pr ¢Mouts f
Dawod]
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With this, Islam preserves the mind
and other senses from anything which
would harm or damage them. It also
seeks to safeguard mankind from
falling to the level of creation which
has no awareiss. As is welknown,
those who drink alcohol or take drugs
would become addicted to them.
Therefore, he would try to appease
this urge by acquiring money by any
means; even if it means stealing and
Killing. One must keep in mind, the
atrocious crimes petgpcommit

against other's honor and chastity on
account of these substances. For this
reason, Islam refers to it being the
‘mot her'’ of all g
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2] Islam has forbidden the
consumption of carrion, pigs, and all
ot her things ment |
Words:

(Forbidden to you (for foocgre: ai
maytah(dead animals cattle beast

not slaughteredblood, the flesh of
swine, and that ol
Name has not been mentioned while
slaughteringthe meat of which has
been slaughtered as a sacrifice for
others than Allah, or has been
slaughtered for idols, et¢and that
which has been killed by strangling,
or by a violent blow, or by a
headlong fall, or by the goring of
horns- and that which has been
(partly) eaten by a wild animal
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unless you are ablto slaughter it
(before its deathand that which is
sacrificed(slaughteredon stone
altars.(Forbidden)also is to use
arrows seeking luck or decisiofa|l)
that is disobedience of Allah and sin.)
[5:3]

It is not lawful to eat things which
were slaugtered, and over which the
Name of Allah was not mentioned, or
iIntentionally left aside. Allakil) says:

(Eat not (O believerg)f that(meat)

on which Al l ah’ s |
pronouncedat the time of the
slaughtering of the animalfor sure it

IS a $n and disobedience of Allah.)
[6:121]
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It has forbidden the meat of animals
which have canine teeth; such as
lions, leopards, wolves and the like. It
has also forbidden birds that have
talons such as eagles, falcons, hawks
and other birds of prey.

It has brbidden all types of food or
drink which are h;
body, such as cigarettes and similar
things. Allah( ) says:

(And do not kill yourselves (nor Kkill
one another)Surely, Allah is Most
Merciful to you.)[4:29]

3] It has forbidden men from

wearing silk, gold, and silver, but has
deemed them permissible for women.
The Prophef ) said:
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‘“I'ndeed Al l ah mad:
silk and gold permissible for the
women of my Ummah, but forbidden
for 1 tNasaaign. ”

It is not allowed for both males and
females, though, to eat or drink from
utensils made from either gold or
silver, for the Prophet ) said:

“Do not drink fr ol
utensils and do not eat from its plate
for indeed it is for then(the
disbelievers)n this life and for us in

t he ifpakBukhari]

The Commandments of Islam

The following are examples of what
Islam has commanded:
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|1] Justice and equity. Allah ) says:

(Verily, Allah enjoinsjustice and
doing deeds of righteousness
perfectly, and giving (hel@p kith
and kin; and forbids all licentious
acts, evil, and oppression, He
admonishes you, that you may take
heed) [16:90)

Abu Bakr(t) the first Caliph of Islam,
said the following wails when he
took command:

“Those who you r e:
weak in my sight until | take the

rights they owe, and the weak are
strong until | give them their right.
Obey me as long as | obey Allah in
your regards..
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One must be just in regards to both
relatives as well as those who are not
related to him. Allahl) says:

(And whenever you give your word
[l.e. judge between men or give
evidence, etc,]say the truth even if a
near relative is concerned, and fulfill
the Covenant of Allah, This He
commands gu that you may
remember.}6:152]

Justice should be shown in times of
pleasure and in times of anger, to
Muslims and disbelievers. Alla)
says:

(O you who believe! Stand out firmly
for Allah and be just witnesses and
let not the enmity and hatred of
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others make you avoid justicBe
just:that is nearer to piety, and fear
Allah. Verily, Allah is Well
Acquainted with what you do[%:8]

Allah states that justice may be
Imposed by force. Allali) says:

(Indeed We have sent Our
Messengers with clear prapfand
revealed with them the Scripture and
the Balancgjustice] that mankind

may keep up justice. And We brought
forth iron wherein is mighty power

(in matters of war)as well as many
benefits for mankind.)67:25]

In explaining this verse, Sheik Islam
b. Taymiyyah said:
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“The goal of send
and revealing Books is that humans
stand for justice, which is achieved
through fulfilling the rights of Allah
and the rights of His creation.
Whoever deviates away from the
Book, he is straightened withi r o n

2] It enjoins preferring others over
oneself, for it is an indication of true
love and weHlwishing of which its
results can be clearly felt in society.
It builds and strengthens individual
bonds and is indicative of their love
to help and servene another. Allah
(I) says praising those who prefer
good for others over themselves:
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(..and they give o0
over themselves, even though they
were in need. And whosoever Is
saved from his own covetousness,
such are they who will be the
succeshll.) [59:9]

3] It commands that one seek
company with the righteous and
forbids that one seek euvil
companionship. The Prophet)

gave an excellent example explaining
the consequences of keeping
company of both good and evil
people. He ) said:

T hxampée of a righteous and evil
companion is like one who carries
perfume and another who is a
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blacksmith. As for the one who
carries perfume, he will either give
you some perfume, you might buy
some, of(at leastyou will find a
pleasing scent with him. #Afor the
blacksmith, either hghe blacksmith]
will burn his clothes, or he will find a
hi deous odor from

[al-Bukhari]

4] It orders that Muslims strive to
reconcile between people at times of
dispute or disunity. Allakil) says:

(There is no god in most of their
secret talks save (ilmim who orders
charity, righteous acts, or conciliation
between mankind, and he who does
this, seeking the good Pleasure of
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Allah, We shall give him a great
reward.)[4:114]

Reconciling between people has a
great eward, similar to the reward of
prayer, fasting, and other obligatory
acts of worship. The Prophet)

said:

“Shall I not I nf ol
even better than the Fast, the Prayer,
and charity? Reconciling between
people, for indeed disunity between
pepl e I s what wupro
[Abu Dawood & atTirmidhi]

Islam has legalized lying in this
regard..to make pe:
prevent division. The Prophét)

said:
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‘O do not regard
tries to reconcile between people
saying somethingot intending what
was understoodwhether to)

reconcile between people, at times of
war, or a husband or wife in order to
pl ease t hlAbubawsog|o u

The Prophet ) also said:

*“He 1 s not a |1 ar
reconcile between people by saying
good t hi ng Rl-Bakbaoiju t

(5] It commands that Muslims enjoin
virtue and righteousness and prevent
evil and vice with all means possible,
each according to his ability. Ths

the basis for security in society which
prevents the spread of injustice,
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moral corruption, and ensures that
rights are maintained and the law that
IS Implemented is the Shari‘ah, not
laws of pandemonium. The Prophet
() said:

“Whoever ofvigcglet s
him change it with his hand, if he is
not able, then with his tongue, and if
he is not able, then with his heart, and
that is the weake$evello f | ma a
[Muslim]

Through this, those who are ignorant
of some aspects of Islam would learn
them, and those who are heedless
would be admonished. The morally
corrupt are rectified while those who
are righteous are helped, and the Law
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of Allah is upheld and implemented.
Allah (1) says:

(Help you one another in
righteousness and piety; and do not
helpone another in sin and
transgression. And fear Allah. Verily,
Allah is Severe in punishmen{y:2]

The Prophet ) explained the
consequences If people stop
enjoining the good and forbidding
evil. He( ) said:

“The |1 kes of tho:
the limits set by Allah and those who
trespass them is like a group of

people who divided their places on a
ship (before setting out to seéome

of them were on the top deck while
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others were on the lower deck. When
those on the lower deck required
water, theyhad to pass by those on
top. So they sai d
In our part, we will not have to bother

t hose on (thas@antop)l f
left them to do as they pleased, they
would all be destroyed, and if they
were stopped they would all be

s a v gatdBuRhari]

Allah also mentions the punishment
related to forsaking this act. Hig
says:

(Those among the Children of Israel
who disbelieved were cursed by the
tongue of David and Jesus, son of
Mary. That was because they
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disobeyed (Allah and the
Messenges) and were ever
transgressing beyond boundsl tey
used not to forbid one another from
the evil which they committed. Vile
Indeed was what they used to do.)
[5:78-9]

Islam, however, has prescribed some
guidelines and principles which must
be followed wlken enjoining good and
prohibiting evil.From them are the
following:

1. The one who takes up this task
must be knowledgeable about what
he enjoins or prohibits, so that he
would not cause the person he is
talking to stray away from the
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Religion. Sufyaanibn Abdullah ath
Thaqgafi said:

‘1 sail d: 'O Me)ss el
advise me with something which |

can abide byHe said:Say My Lord

Is Allah, and then stay upright.said:

'O Messenger of Allalh ), what do

you fear for me the most?' He then
took hold of his tongue and said:

" T h i[as-Tirmidhi]

Ibn Hibban, may Allah have mercy
on him,said:

‘The reason the Prophet) held his
tongue with his handind said'this'
when he could have said 'the tongue'
without holding it with his hand was
that he Prophet ) knew well the
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knowledge he was teaching people;

so he wanted to apply the knowledge
he was teaching..h
knowledge because he told the one
who asked: 'the thing | fear most, Is
that it would lead you through many
trial s' ..exlbimtoesfracr d
from talking much. Therefore, the
Prophet( ) applied what he knew, to
clarify the difference between places

a person should seek knowledge and
when he should give knowledge.'

2. Prohibiting an evil should not lead
to a greater one b# committed.

3. He should not engage in what he
prohibits nor should he neglect what
he enjoins. Allal{l) says:
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(O you who believe! Why do you say
that which you do not do?Most
hateful it is with Allah that you say
that which you do not do[§1:2-3]

4. He should be gentle and kind when
he enjoins or prohibits. The Prophet
() said:

*“Not hing I's done
except that it is beautified, and

nothing is devoid of kindness except

t hat 1t i[Muslin] sf i g

5. He should also bear any
Inconvenence resulting from this
task. Allah(l) mentions that Lugman
said in his great advice to his son:
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(O my son, establish prayer, enjoin
what is right, forbid what is wrong
and be patient over what befalls you.
Indeed that is of the matters
(requiring)detemination.)[31:17]

6] Islam has enjoined good manners.
The Prophef ) said:

“The most compl et
terms of faith are those who have the
best manners, and the best of you is
t he best tlaTirmdhg f

The Prophe{ ) also pointed out the
reward of good mannerisie said:

*The most bel oved
to me on the Day of Requital are the
best of you in character. And indeed
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the most hated and farthest of you to
me on the Day of Requital are those
who talk with afectation, boast, and

t he * Mut a fTlaey daid,/q@® o |
Messenger of Allalt ) We

understood those who talk with
affectation and those who boast, but
who are the ‘Nat al
said:* T he ar[at-oirgnam]t . 7

7] Islam has enjoined acts of
kindness. The Prophet ) said:

“I' ndeed Al Il ah 1 s |
loves benevolence, and excellent
manner s, and di s |
[Tabraani in alAwsat]

18] Islam has legislated that one
confirm reports before issuing a
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judgment concerning them. Allah)
says:

(O you who believe! If a rebellious
evil person comes to you with a
news, verify it, lest you harm people
In ignorance, and afterwards you
become regretful to what you have
done.)[49:6]

9] Islam has enjoined that people be
sincere towards others. The Prophet
() said:

“The Relil gl Me 1 s
asked, To whom?” He r
Allah, to His Book, to His

Messenger, and to the leaders of the
Musl i ms and their
[Muslim]
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Being sincere to Allah is achieved by
believing in Him, worshipping Him
alone, negating any partners that are
associated with him, and declaring
Him far removed from any
Imperfection in His Names and
Attributes. One should believe that
He is the Disposer of all affairs of
this universe. Whater He wills

must come to pass, and whatever He
does not, will never be. One must
comply with all His commands and
avoid His prohibitions.

Sincerity towards His Book is

realized by believing that it is the
Word of Allah, revealed by Him, and
that it is thdast of the Heavenly
Scriptures. One must apply and abide
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by its commands, and hold as lawful
all that it has declared as such, and
refrain from all that is prohibited
therein.

Sincerity towards His Messenger
entails that one obey his orders,
believe eveything He informed us
of, and refrain from that which He
prohibited. He must be loved and
respected, and his Sunnah must be
followed and disseminated amongst
the masses.

One must show sincerity to the
leaders of the Muslims by obeying
them unless they amn sin, by
guiding them to that which is best
and helping them in it, and by
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abstaining from rebelling against
them. Rather, they must be advised
gently and reminded of the rights of
the people.

Sincerity towards the Muslim masses
IS achieved by guidindghem to what

IS good and beneficial, both in
matters concerning their Religion and
worldly life. One should help them in
fulfilling their needs, and protect
them from harm. One should love for
them what he loves for himself and
dislike for them what he digles for
himself, and he should treat them in
the same manner he would like to be

treated.
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110] Islam has enjoined generosity
due to the affection and love it
spreads. The Prophet) said:

“Not hing 1 s heft]
good manner s. '’

[Abu Dawaod]

Allah (1) set a guideline in the
following verse defining the limits of
generosity. Allal(l) says:

(And let not your hand be tied (like a
miser)to your neck, nor stretch it
forth to its utmost reacfike a
spendthrift) so that you become
blamewortly and in severe poverty.)
[17:29]
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11] Islam has enjoined concealing
people’s faults ail
their distress and to ease their affairs.
The Prophet ) said:

“Whoever eases SO0
Muslim in this world, Allah will ease
some distrses of his on the Day of
Recompense. Whoever eases the
burden of a loaifby repaying It,
pardoning it, or extending the time
period for paymentlor one for

whom it is hard to repay it, Allah will
make things easy for him in this life
as well as the next. Wbever covers
the fault of a Muslim, Allah will
cover his faults in this life and the
next. Allah continues to help his
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slave as long as he helps his
br ot hMusli®]. ”

[12] Islam has enjoined and
encouraged patience, whether In
doing deeds of obedience o
refraining from prohibitions. Allalil)
says:

(So wait patiently for the Decision of
your Lord, for verily, you are under
Our Eyes.]52:48]

It has also enjoined patience in facing
the different trials through which
Allah tests His slaves, such as
poverl, hunger, disease, and fear.
Allah (1) says:
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(And certainly, We shall test you

with something of fear, hunger, loss

of wealth, lives and fruits, but give
glad tidings to the patient.Who,

when afflicted with calamitysay:
*Truly! To Al kdyh
to Him we sTheylare r
those on whom are the blessings from
their Lord, and receive Mercy, and it

IS they who are the guidemhes.)
[2:155-7]

[13] Islam commands that one
suppress hianger and pardon others
while having the abllity to take
revenge. This strengthens the bonds
between the members of the society
and distances those things which may
raise enmity and sever ties. All&h
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has promised a great reward and has
highly praisedhiose who try to

acquire this characteristic. Allah
says:

(And race to forgiveness from your
Lord, and for a Garden as wide as the
heavens and the earth, prepared for
the pious. Those who spend in times
of prosperity and adversity, who
repress their argg, and who pardon
others; verily, Allah loves the doers

of good.) [3:1334]

Islam orders that one return an evil
act with goodness in order to join the
hearts and remove hatred as well as
to deter one from taking revenge.
Allah (1) says:
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(The good deednd the evil deed are
not equal. Repel (the eviith one
which is better. Then verily he,
between whom and you there was
enmity, (will become)as though he
was a close friend[}1:34]

A Glimpse at some Islamic
Etiguettes

TheReligion of Islam has introduced
various manners which Muslims are
encouraged to abide by in order to
form a complete Islamic personality.
From them are the following.

v Dining Etiquettes
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1] One should begin their meal by
mentioning the name of Allah by
sayli ng: .8 | begmiwlthl a
the Name of Allahfand conclude by
praising and thanking Him by saying
Al-hamdu lillaah{i.e. All praise and
thanks are for Allah]|One should eat
from the nearest side of the dish to
him and use his right hand, for the
left hand is generally used for
cleaning unpleasant thingslmar bin
Abi Salamah said:

“When | was a you
leating]in the room of the Messenger
of Allah () and my hands were
reaching(for food) all over he plate

(to eat) The Messenger of Allah )
said to me:
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“*O young boy, me n |
Allah, eat with your right hand, and
eat from what J[al-s |
Bukhari]

2] One should never complain or
criticize the food however distasteful
It may be. Abu Hurairalt) said:

“The Messengeaverof
criticized any food. If he liked it he
would eat 1 t, 1 f |
[al-Bukhari]

3] One should avoid eating or
drinking in excess. Allalil) says:

(..and eat wastenodoyi |
extravagance, certainly He (Allah)
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likes not those who waste by
extravagance))/:31]

The Prophet ) said:

*Man does not f i ||
than the stomach. It is enough that a
human takes a few morsels with

which he can straighten hiatk, and

If he must[eat more] then[let him
keepla third for his food, a third for
his dri nk, and a |
[at-Tirmidhi]

4] One should not breathe or blow
|l nt o vessel s. | b n

the Prophet ) forbade breathing
intovesse s or Dbl owi ng
[Abu Dawood & atTirmidhi]
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5] One should not soil food or
beverage for others.

6] One should eat with others and
not individually. A man said to the
Messenger of Allaly ):

“Il ndeed we eat Dbut
sati BHdsadd“. Do you ga
eat or eat Hasadli v i
“I' ndi viHdsad! Gyt Rer
eat together and mention the Name of
Allah, and yourffood] will be

bl e s gAbdDawood & ibn

Maajah]

7] One must seek permission to take
others to an invitan. A person from
the Ansar named Al
five people from which the Prophet
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() was one of them. Another person
came with them. The Prophet)
said.:

“Thi s man has c¢com
allow, he will come In: if not he will
go b dhehstsaid” No, r af

| give him nmay per |
Bukhari]

v Manners of Relieving Oneself

When one enters the toilet, they
should supplicate. Anas said that the
Prophet( ) upon relieving himself
would say:

‘“Bi smi Il Il ah Al |l ahul
bika min atkubthi watk h a b a a i
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(“ | begin with the
Allah, indeed | seek refuge in you
from the male) and

[al-Bukhari]
A'ishah(t) said:

“When the Mes(seng
would leave the place where he
relieved himselfhe would say:

*Ghufraanak’
(‘1 seek yoldr for

[Abu Dawood, at-Tirmidhi & ibn
Maajah]

One should not face the Qiblah
(direction of Meccahor give it his
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back while relieving himself. Abu
Hurairah(t) said:

“I'ndeed | am onl vy
his son. You should not face the
Qiblah nor give it your backisvhen

one of you goes to relieve himself)

nor should they wipe themselves with
less than three rocks, while not using
a pilece of |[&bung o]
Dawodl & ibn Maajah]

One should conceal himself when he
answers the call of nature. Jaaljr
said:

Whenever the Pr o]
relieve himself he would retreat to a
pl ace where no on:
[Abu Dawood]
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One shouldot use his right hand in
order to clean filth. The Prophet)
said:

“When one of you
should not breathe in the vessel,

when he goes to relieve himself, he
should not touch his private part with
his right hand, and he should not

wipe himselfwi t h hi s r i g

[al-Bukhari]
v Manners of Seeking Permission

1] A person is outside a house and
seeks permission to enter. Alléh
says:

(O you who believe! Enter not houses
other than your own, until you have
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sought permission and greeted those
in them,)[24:27]

2] A person is inside a house and
seeks permission to enter a room.
Allah (1) says:

(And when the children among you
come to puberty, then let them (also)
ask for permission, as those senior to
them(in age)) [24:59]

This is intended tgafeguard the
households and protect the privacy of

homes, as i1 ndicat
() words:
“A man was | ookl ni

the Prophef ) from a hole in the
door, and the Prophét ) had a tooth
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of a comb with which he was
scratching hishvead. He said to him,

I had known vy
would have poked your eye with it.
Indeed seeking permission was
legislated so that one would not see
|t he private aff al
[al-Bukhari & Muslim]

One should not be persistent in
seeking permission. The Prophet)
said:

*One should seek |
If you are granted permissigtinen
enterland 1 f n oMuslimg o

The person seeking permission
should make himself known. Jaabir
(1) said:
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“ came t d )inregard® r «
to a loan of my father. | knocked on
the door and he said, Wh o 1 s t
lsaid:* | He'replied,
am!!* as | flwhaté di
said] [al-Bukhari]

v Manners of Greeting

Islam has encouraged that members
of society greet eachludr with
Salaamdue to love and friendship
which it produces. The Prophet)
said:

“You wi | | never el
you believe, and you will never

believe fully until you love each

other. Shall | not lead you to
something that if you do it, you wil
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love each other? Spread the greetings
of ‘“Salaam’ among:
[Muslim]

It is obligatory that one replies if he
IS greeted with Salaam. Allgh
says:

(When you are greeted with a
greeting, greet in return with what is
better than it, or (at lesd) return it
equally.)[4:86]

Islam has also clarified who must
Initiate the greeting. The Prophet)
said:

“A ri1 der shoul d g
pedestrian should greet one who is
seated, and a smaller group of people
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shoul d gr ¢aeBukhamr & | a |
Muslim]

v Manners that relate to the Sitting
Place

One should greet those who are
present in the gathering, upon
entering as well as exiting. The
Prophet ) said:

“I'f one of you col
let him greet them with Salaarhf it
seems to him that he should sit, then
let him sit. When he stan@i® leave]
then let him greet thefagain]with
Salaam, for indeed the first one is no
more | mport anfAbut h
Dawood & atTirmidhi]
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People shoulthake room for others.
Allah (1) says:

(O you who believe! When you are
told to make room in the assemblies,
(spread out ananake room. Allah
will give you (ample)room
(hereafter) And when you are told to
rise up, rise up. Allah will exalt in
degree thaos of you who believe and
those who have been granted
knowledge. And Allah is Well
Acqguainted with what you do.)
[58:11]

One should not ask others to stand for
them to be seated in their place. The
Prophet( ) said:
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A person shoul d |
to stand from his place and then sit in
It, but rather, you should spread out
and mak éMuslimjom. ”

If a person stands and leaves from his
seat, he has more right over it if he
returns. The Prophét ) said:

“1'f a person stani
returnsta t he has mo
[Muslim]

One should not part two people
sitting together except after seeking
permission from both. The Prophet
() said:

“I't 1's not per mi s
separate two peopl(ey sitting
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between themiinless they give
per mi s [@Abu®awodd & at
Tirmidhi]

One should not talk to someone

privately in the presence of a third
person. The Prophét ) said:

‘1l f you are three.
not privately speak without the third
until you mix with other people, for
thatw | | g r i[adBukharh& m.
Muslim]

One should not sit in the middle of a
circle or group of people. Hudhaifah
reported that the Messenger of Allah
() said:
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“He who sits 1 n t|
gat herings I s cur

[Abu Dawood & atTirmidhi]

People in ajathering should not busy
themselves with nonsense or talk
void of the remembrance of Allah or
useful discussions of worldly and
religious affairs. The Messenger of
Allah ( ) said:

“No people rise f
which the name of Allah was not
mentianed, except that they are like
those who rise from around a
donkey’s carcass,
wi | | be a source

[Abu Dawood]
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A person should not do anything
which his companions in the
gathering dislike.

v Manners of Gathering

Islam gves consideration to the
general feeling of people who gather
at any place; so people would desire
to gather. Therefore, Islam instructs
its followers to be clean; they should
not come with a bad odor that bothers
others, and they should come well
dressedo that people would not be
harmed by his sight. Islam also
Instructs people to pay attention to
the speaker without interrupting him
and to sit where they find room
without crossing people or causing
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them any inconvenience. The Prophet
() said about thgathering of the
Friday Prayef J u mu ‘ a h)

“Whoever takes a |
applies some scent on if any, wears
the best of his clothes, then attends
Friday prayer without crossing over
people’”™s necks ani
what ev e (42] heaskablegg &éind
then keeps quiet when the Imam
mounts the pulpit until he concludes
prayer, his prayer will be an
atonement for the whole week
precedi ng [AbhRaiwoop r
& Ibn Maajah]

If someone sneezes, he should say,
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“ Al h a md u(Alliptaiseasadbhe. ”
to Allah)

Those who hear him should say,

“ Y ar h-Allew kmay Allah have
mercy on you) ”

The one who sneezes should again
reply to them by saying,

“Yahdeekumul | aah
baalakum

(may Allah guide you and improve
your heart, youhving, and your
affairs). ”

The Prophet ) said:

“When one of you
say, “Al hamdul 1 | |
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his brother or companion say to him,
“Yar h-Aimu&hu, ’ and
(the one who sneezed)a vy , “Ya
kumullaah wa yuslinbb a a | a k u m
[al-Bukhari]

From its manners is what Abu
Hurairah(t) related, that the Prophet
() said:

“When one of you
place his hands on his face and lower
hi s v[a-Haalem]”

*When someone feels like yawning,
they should try to sfpit as much as
possible. The Prophét ) said:

‘I'ndeed All ah | ov
yawns. When one of you sneezes and
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then thanks and praises Allah, it is his
right that every Muslim that hears
him says -AlYlaadfta mu |
yawning, it is from Sata so let a
person try to suppress it as much as
possible. And if one of you sighs,

“ A a h[Wwhilg'doing so] Shaytaan

| a u g[&l-BukHhari]

One should not belch in public. 1bn
U m@) said:

“A man Dbel ched whi
company of the Messenger of Allah

( ),andsohesadtohim:Save I
from your belching, for the most
satiated in this life will be hungry for
the longest time on the Day of
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Resur r elat-Timalm & lon ”
Maajah]

« Manners of Conversation

The person should always be
attentive to themeaker, without
Interrupting him, until he finishes.
The Messenger of Allah ) started
his speech during the Farewell
Pilgrimage by saying to one of his
companions:

“"Ask the peoplale t
Bukhari & Muslim]

One should speak clearly and
adeqguately explain his intent so that
the |1 stener may |
t he Propdsnet’ s wi f
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“The Prophet’s wol
that anyone who heard him could
under st dAbwDawopdpn. ”

The speaker as well as the listener
should be cheerful andgasant in
their expressions and speech. The
Prophet( ) said:

‘Do not underestii |
deed, even meeting your brother with
a cheer[Muslimface.”

The Prophet ) also said:

“There 1's a chari
every joint of the human bodysa

sign of gratitude to Allah¢veryday

the sun rises. To judge justly between
two persons is regarded as charity,
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and to help a man concerning his
riding animal by helping him to ride

It or by lifting his luggage on to it, is
also regarded as charity, afs@ying)

a good word is also charity, and
every step taken
offer the compulsory prayé€mn the
mosqgue)s also a charity and to
remove a harmful thing from the way

| s al so [@-Bughargr i t vy .

v Manners of Joking

Life in Islam is not asome
Incorrectly believe; that it must not
have any entertainment whatsoever.
A companion of the Prophét )
named Handalah-alsaidi said:
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“Abu Bakr met me
are you O Handal al
*Handal ah has bec:
He replied, Far removed is Allah

from every imperfection! What are
you sayliling?’ ' Wheard
we are with the Messenger of Allah

( ), he reminds us about the Hellfire
and Paradise as if it is before our
eyes, but when we leave the company
of the Messenger oflRh ( ), we
become involved with our wives,
children and property and we forget
much. Abu BaBy ARkl 4
|l ndeed the same h;
Abu Bakr and | left until we entered
upon the Messenger of Allgh ). |

sai d, “*Handal ah h;
hypacrite O Messenger of Allah )!
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The Messenger of Allaq ) replied,
*And how iIs that ?°
Messenger of Allalf ), when we are
with you, you remind us about the
Hellfire and Paradise as if it is before
our eyes, but when weave your
company, we become involved with
our wives, children and property and
forget much.’™ To
of Alah( J)comment ed:
Whose Hand is my soul, if you stay

In that state you are when you are

with me, the angels wouldescad
and]shake your hands in your beds
and when you walk, but rather, O
Handalah, there is a time for this and
a time for tha(and he said this three
times) ' [MuSslim]
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Here the Prophet explained that
permissible enjoyment and self
refreshment is somethgrdesirable so
that man would regain his activity

and liveliness. The Prophet)

taught his companions the manners of
joking when they asked him:

O Me s s eng(e)ryougdke A |
wi t h Heisal@" Y e s |, but
speak except that which is correc
and tatTuraidhi]

One may joke with his actions as well
as with his speech. Anas bin Malik
reported that

a Bedouin called Zaahir used to bring
presents from the desert to the
Prophetl ), and the Prophét )
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used to supply hinwith provisions
upon leaving. The Prophét ) said:

“I' ndeed Zaahir 1 s
ar e hi ©ne'day,the Prophéet

( ) came to hin{unsuspectingly)

while he was selling his goods and
grasped him from behindaahir
exclaimed! Rel e a shenheme !’
looked behind him and recognized
the Prophe( ), so he pressed his
back against his chest. The Prophet

( )called out* Who wi | | P
I hi s Zaahrsad:? O
Messenger of Allah, you will find me
wo r t hThe Braphet )

answered: Btuo Allah, you are not
worthlessor he saidRather you are
val uabl e 1 n Aflohah"
Hibbaan]
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One should not joke in a way to harm
or ill-treat another Muslim. The
Prophet( ) said:

‘1t 1s not per mi s
scare another Mush . [Abu
Dawood]

He( ) also said:

“Let not anyone t;
things(to anger him}eriously or

] o ki rAbu Bawdod & at

Tirmidhi]

A person should never lie while

joking. The Prophet ) said:

“Woe to the one wl
speech to makegople laugh. Woe to
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hi m! Wo e [Ahinad &Abun! 7
Dawood]

v Etigquettes of Visiting the lli

Islam strongly encourages that one
visits the 111 ...an
right a Muslim owes to his brother.
The Prophet ) said:

“The right of a M
are five: returning greetings of

Salaam, visiting the sick, following

the burial ceremony, answering his
Invitation and saying yarhamukAllah

t o one wh [@al-Bekhagile z e

As for the reward a Muslim receives
for visiting his sick brother, the
Prophet( ) said:
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“Whoever VI sits a
would receive continuous reward
unt i | h fMudline]t ur ns .’

One should show love and sympathy
when he visits them. A'ishah Ba'd
said that her father said:

'l was sick in Makkah, so the Prophet
came to visit me, and he put his hand
on my forehead and wiped over my
chest and stomachnd supplicated
Allah saying' O Al | ah, h e
[Abu Dawood]

One should supplicate for the sick.
The Prophef ) said:

“ Whewer visits the sick whose time
was not written and says seven times.
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Asalullaahal Adheem,- Rub
‘' Ar shAdihleem an yas

(I beseech Allah, the Magnificent, the
Rubb of the Magnificent Throne, that
He cures you)

And Allah will cure him of that
SsiI ckness. "’

[Abu Dawood & atTirmidhi]
v Etiquettes of Condolence

Condolence has been prescribed to
console the decea:
lighten their pain and distress. The
Messenger of Allaly ) said:

“No bell ever cons:
time of distressxxept that Allal(l)
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will clothe him with ornaments of
honor on the [Dmay
Maajah]

One should supplicate for the family
of the deceased and encourage them
to have patience and think of the
reward they will receive from Allah
for doing so irthis time of distress.
Usaamah bin Zaid said:

“We were wi t{ hwherh e
a message was sent by one of his
daughters saying that she is calling
him and that a child of hers was
dying. He said to the messengérG o
back to her and say that whatlai

took back(the child)was His(to

begin with)and His is what he gave,
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and everything with Allah is for a
prescribed time. Order her to have
patience and seek reward from

Al l ah.’” The messe
Prophef J)and sai d: * S
anoathhat you come t
Prophef{ )st ood al ong
bin ‘Ubaadah and |
| set off with them, an@when we
arrived)he lifted up the young boy

and his soul was leaving his body
[known by his shakingljke (the

sound madeyvhen(pouting water or
other things)nto a empty gourd. His

(t he Pr P eybsaveré wet, (
and Sa’d “éMhcaltaiinse
Messenger of Allalf )? 'He replied,
“This 1's mercy whi
In the hearts of his slaves. Indeed the
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only people who Alah shows mercy
to from his slaves are those who also
s how mfa+Beklgari & Muslim]

One should supplicate to Allah that

He shows mercy to the deceased.
Imam AshiShaaf | * | | 1 ke
to the family of the deceased:

‘*May Al l ah give y
grant you patience, and forgive your
deceasefrelative]. ”

It is desirable to prepare food for the
family of the deceased. The
Messenger of Allalt ) said:

‘“Prepare food for
for indeed a matter sacome which
has preoccupi ed t |
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[Abu Dawood & atTirmidhi]

v The Etiquettes of Sleeping

When one wishes to sleep, he should
mention the Name of Allah and lie
down on his right side, making sure
that there is nothing present which
might harm him. The Prdwt( )

said:

“When one of your
bed, let him take the side of his
garment and dust off his bed with it
and mention Al |l ah’
Indeed he does not know what
entered it after he left. If he wishes to
lie down,let him lie down on his

right side and say:
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“* Su b h-Alehumrka Rabbi bika
wada’'tu janbi, wa
amsakta nafsi, faghfir lahaa. Wa in

arsaltahaa, fahfadhaa bimaa
tahf adhu bitshaial‘iihbe

(‘* How perfect You
Rubb | lie down and with Youname

| rise, so If You should take my soul
then have mercy upon it, and if You
should return my soul then protect it
In the manner You do so with Your
ri ght e o J ql-Bskhaike s °
Muslim]

Upon rising, one should recite the
supplications made by theddsenger
of Allah (). Hudhaifah(t) said:
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“When t he )wouldgptoe t
his bed he would say:

Bi smi ka amootu w;:
(‘*With your Name |
Upon rising,he would say:

“ Al h a md-illadhi dhyaanaah
ba’ da maa amait an
nushoor .’

(" Al prai se and
who brought us to life after having
caused us to dieand to Him will we
be resutrtrected’ )

One should try to retire to bed early
at night, except in cases of neshy.



IsSlamHouse «com

The Prophet ) hated to sleep before
the Night( * | s Prayer and to
speak &FBuleari&r t .7
Muslim]

't 1 s disli ked to
stomach. Abu Hurairafi) said that

the Messenger of Allah ) passed by
a person lying on his stomaand
kicked him hardHe said to him:

“I'"' ndeed Al |l ah di s|
| y i [glirmiidhi]

One should be careful and take
precautions from things which might
bring harm. The Prophét ) said:
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‘“I'ndeed this fire
so when you sleepxet 1 n g ulal-s h
Bukhari & Muslim]

s Manner of Appr oa
Spouse

Before having marital relations with
your spouse, one should mention the
Name of Allah in the manner the
Prophet( ) describedHe said:

“1 f s o mdébeforesexsiad y S
Intercourseywhen he approached his
wi f e, “Wi th the N;
Allah, keep Satan away from us, and
keep Satan away from what you grant
us [from offspring], t hen, |
grants them a child, h&atan)will

not h arfanrBukharijn. ”
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One should sport with hspouse.
The Prophet ) said to Jaabir:

‘“Did you get nrarr |
said, Yes . ” “Hleo saaivd,r
a previously married woman? Jaabir
answered:To a previously married
woman. He said!Why didn't you get
married to a virgin, so that yaport

with her, and make her laugh and she
makes vyolal-Blklzau& h . ”
Muslim]

A'ishah(t) said:

“The Messengwauldo f
ki ss me whil eal-he
Bukhari & Muslim]
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They may enjoy each other in any
way they like, with the conditiothe
Prophet J)ex pl ai ned to
he came to him saying:

*O Messeng(e)damof Al
destr Heysaid!'A’'nd what
destr oyHledeplhed ul?”
changedthe positionjof my mount
(wife)i n t h eThenMesgsenger ”
of Allah () did notanswer him. He

(" Umsaari)d: “ Then th
revealed to the Messenger of Allah

()

(Your wives are a tilth for you, so go
In unto your tilth as how and when
you wish.)[2:223]
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Go to them front or behind, but avoid
the anus and menstruat[dB]. [at-
Tirmidhi & ibn Maajah |

One should not withdraw after
ejaculation until she has fulfilled her
desire. One should keep whatever
takes place between them and their
partner private. The Prophet) said:

“ 1 n d e ethle wbrst stahons of
people on the Day of Resurrection is
one who has marital relations with
his wife and then spreads her private
mat t Moussm] ”

v Etiquettes of Traveling

Before one sets out on a journey, he
should make sure that he returns all
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truststo their owners, settles any
debts, and leaves his family sufficient
provisions. He should also return
anything he has taken unjustly to its
rightful owner. The Prophét ) said:

Whoever has some:!
took unjustly from his brother, let

him freehimself from it, for indeed
there is no Dinar nor Dirhalfthat
someone takes without righgkcept

that it will be taken from his good
deeds and given to his brother, and if
he had no good deeds, bad deeds will
be taken from his brother and thrown
upon hm. [al-Bukhari]

It is disliked that one travels alone,
except in cases of necessity in which



IsSlamHouse «com

he cannot find anyone to accompany
him. The Prophet ) said to a person
who arrived from a journey:

“Who accompldeni ed
replied, No one accomp
Upon that, the Messenger of Allah

() said: "A lone traveler is a deuvil,
two are two devils, and three is a

travel | mEgHaakimpbup. ”

One should choose good company
and there should be one person as
leader among them. The Prophel
said:

“ | f pedple gskout on a journey,
one of them should be made a
| e a dAbu Dawood]
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Before returning from a journey, one
should inform his spouse of his
expected arrival. The Prophet)
would say this, and he would enter
upon them at night. The Prophiet)
said:

“I'f one of you 1 s
while, let him not enter upon his
spousdupon hisreturnat ni g hf

[al-Bukhari & Muslim]

One should bid his friends and family
farewell. One should not delay
returning to his family after he has
finished his lisiness. The Prophet
() said:
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Travel Il S a port |
such that a person would be

prevented from eating, drinking, and
sleeping. If one of you finishes his
busi ness, |l et him
[al-Bukhari & Muslim]

v The Manners of Dealing iti
Public Property

There are certain manners which
should be observed when one deals
with public property. The Prophet
() stated the way one should act
when traversing roads or walkways.
He said:

“*Be careful and
Si tti ng olnhetyh es ap ad
Messenger of God, we have no other
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pl ace to gather ail
replied, ‘1 f you I
the path 1 ts right
what 1 s the ri(ght
repl i ed, “Lowetr i n

looking at members ohe opposite

sex) not bringing harm to others,
replying to salutations, and enjoining
good and forbiddi

[al-Bukhari & Muslim]
In another narration he said:

‘“.that you help t|
gui de the | ost .’

[Abu Dawood]
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One shouldake care of the roads and
not vandalize public property. The
Prophet( ) said:

‘Fear the two thi!
cur s e [bBlisGoeparions]
asked,' What are the t
which people will curse others, O
Messenger Heoréplied,| | al
“That he reli eves
where peopl e wal Kk
[Muslim]

One should not carry with him things
which may be harmful to others. The
Prophet( ) said:

“When one of you |
Masjid or marketplace and he has an
arrow, let hm hold its(metal)head
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(or he said: let him grasp it with his
hand)so that no Muslims would be
har med by 1t."7

[al-Bukhari & Muslim]
¢ Manners of Trade

In general, trade is lawful and
permissible in Islam, for it is an
exchange of products between the
buyea and seller. But when harm may
be incurred to either of the two
parties, the trade is deemed unlawful
and prohibited. Allahil) says:

(O you who believe! Eat not up your
property among yourselves unjustly.)
[4:29]
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Islam has deemed the profits made
from trade of the purest and best
means of earning a living. The
Prophet ) was asked about which
earning was best and most pursd
he replied:

“Work done by a p
own handsgi.e. manual laborand
every truthful an

[Ahmad]

Islam has enjoined that the individual
be truthful while conducting
business. The Prophget) said

“A Musl i m mer chant
and trustworthy will be with the
martyrs on the Da



IsSlamHouse «com

[al-Haakim]

One should explain any faults which
may not beapparent in the product.
The Prophef ) said:

‘1t 1's 1T mper mi ssi |
anything except if he clarifies any

fault that may be found in it, and
anyone who knows of it shou(dlso)

cl ar i[Ahmad]i t .~

One should not cheat. Abu Hurairah
narated that the Prophét ) passed
by a pile of food. He put his hands
Inside it and felt water on his fingers.
He said:

“What 1 s t [hisgf,o od ?:
He said: 'lIt was left out in the rain, O
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Messenger of AlIl al
“*Coul d youitondopofh a:
the food so that people could see it?
Whoever deceive@eople)is not

f r om[Musim]”

A person should be truthful in his
dealings and not lie. The Propliet)
said:

“The t wonvopvedrnntthe e s
trade)have an optioiito cancel the
trade)as long as they have not parted.
If they have both told the truth and
clarified all aspects, their trade will

be blessed for them. But if they
concealfaults and other aspect&nd

lie, the blessings of the trade will be
wi p e d [aldBukhari andMuslim]
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One should be easygoing while
buying and selling, for it is a means
to form and strengthen relations
between the buyer and seller and
does away with the causes of
materialism which destroy human
and brotherly relationships. The
Prophet( ) said:

“May Allah have mercy on a person
who is easygoing when he buys,
sells, or asks the repayment of a

| o a[al-Bukhari]

One should not swear oaths when he
trades. The Prophét ) said.

‘Be careful and s
swearing many oaths when trading,
for [if he does so falselyhe buyer
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will buy, but then its blessing will be
wi p e d[Maslin]. ”

It encourages that one take back the
sale if a person is regretful of the
purchase. The Prophget) said:

Whoever takes bai
brother, Allah will ke bacKthe
punishmentpf his slips on the Day

of Re s ujAbweDawobodo&n . ”
Ibn Maajah]

These are some of the manners and
etiquettes which Islam has
prescribed. There are maathers,

but due to brevity, we cannot mention
them here. It is sufficient to know
that there is no matter in life, except
that there i1s a Qur'anic verse, or
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Prophetic tradition which addresses
it. The reason for this is that a
Muslim's entire life would b@ome an
act of worship, and a means to
Increase his good deeds.

Conclusion

We will conclude this book with the
statements of two people who

embraced Islam. F. Filwedsl]
asserts:

“The West 1 s suff
spiritualvoid which no principle or

faith could fill and bring about
happiness. Despite the affluence, the
so-called economic prosperity, and

the satisfaction of the physical needs
of people, the Western man still has a
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sense of worthlessness of his life
wondes: Why am | alive? Where am

| heading? Why? No one as of yet

has given him a satisfactory response.
Unfortunately, he has no idea that

this remedy is found in the right
religion about which he knows

nothing more than doubts and
misconceptions. However,dlrays of
light have started to shine and dawn
has started to appear after groups of
Westerners, even if they be a few,
have started to embrace Islam and the
Western man began to see with his
own eyes, both men and women
Implementing Islam and living up to

Its teachings. Everyday some people
embrace the true Religion, and it is
just the beginnini
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Deborah Pott¢45] asserts:

“I'sl am, which 1 s
evident in nature around us.
Mountains, oceans, planets and star
move I n orbit by A
They are in a state of submission to
the command of Allah, their Creator,
as are characters in a story, and to
Allah is the best example. They do
not speak nor act except with what
the author decides for them. Like

this, evey atom in this universe, even
of inanimate objects, is also in a state
of submission. However, humans are
an exception to this rule, for Allah

has granted him the freedom to
choose. He has the option to submit
to the command of Allah, or to lay
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down his avn laws and Religion he
pleases. Unfortunately, he has chosen
the second option most of the time.
People in Europe and America are
embracing Islam in large numbers
because they are thirsty for peace of
mind and spiritual security. Rather,
even a number dhristian
Orientalists and preachers, who
originally commenced their work in
order to destroy Islam and bring out
Its alleged shortcomings, have
themselves become Muslims. This is
because the evidence of the truth is
decisive; there is no way to refut€ it.

All Praise is due to Allah alone, the
Lord of the Worlds
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And may Allah exalt the mention of
His Prophet and render him safe from
every derogatory thing

1] i.e Jews and Christians.

2] Mina: a valley within the sacred
precincts of Makkah.

3] The last and only Pilgrimage, or
Hajj, of the Prophet ).

4] Hadeeth: The narration of the
speech, actions, charaas#ics, or
tacit approvals of the Prophet).

5] The reason for this is that Jesus
did not die, as the Christians and the
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Jews believe; rather, he was raised up
to the heavens and the Jews thought
they killed him. See Qur'a@:157)

6] The jizyah is dax paid by non
Muslims who choose to reside in a
Muslim land in exchange for
protection.

7] The fixed punishment for stealing
In Islam is cutting off the hand. There
are conditions that must be met
before this punishment is
Implemented.

18] Jihad: To &ive in the way of
Allah so that His Word and Religion
may be made supreme.
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9] Ansaar: Literally, the 'Helpers'.
The Muslims of Madinah who
received the Prophet and His
companions from Makkah.

110] The arabselied on dates when
there was nothing else to eat.

[11] Abu Dawood.

112] Ihsaan: The level a person
reaches when his deeds are done
perfectly for Allah alone, knowing
that He is watching him.

[13] This type of narration is called
Hadeeth Qudsi: a Hadeathwhich
the Prophet ) narrates from Allah
(I) in the first persorl).
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114] A level of faith higher than that
of a Muslim.

115] In the period of Ignorance before
the advent of Islam, the disbelievers
had a custom of prohibiting
themselves from their wes and vice
versa as a result of a fight, etc. They
would say, " You are like the back of
my mother," and they would
discontinue having marital relations.

16] I.e. women are similar to men in
various religious rites.

17] Those who do not know how to
patake in financial transactions and
may be taken advantage of.
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18] The smallest chapter in the
Qur'an has only three verses, yet
none In the history of mankind
has brought something like it.

119]'On the Bible, Religion, &
Morality' pg.52.

120] They will not be able to say,
"Had Allah sent us messengers, we
would have followed His verses and
became of the believers."

121] Bin pl. Banu:'the son of..","the
chidren of .."

122] The pool which Allah granted
the Prophet ); whoever drinks from
It once, will never feel thirsty
thereafter.
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23] I.e. the 10th month, the 11th
month and the first ten days of the
12th month of the Islamic calendar,
l.e. two months and ten days.

124] Tawheed: The concept of the
Oneness of Allah.

125] Points one and twar@a known as
Tawheed aRuboobiyyah, or the
Oneness of Allah. This is the belief
that there is no Creator, Provider,
Sustainer, and Owner except for
Allah.

126] This is concept is known as
Tawheed alUloohiyyah, or the
Oneness of Allah in His worship.
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127] This concept is known as
Tawheed aAsmaa” wasSifaat, that
Allah has the Best Names and
Attributes, and that there are none
equal, comparable to, or like them.

128] It is not sufficient that a person
knows what the Shahaadah means
and believes it with ctainty. Rather

he must accept it by pronouncing it,
and accepts to become a Muslim.

129] It is not sufficient that a person
knows what the Shahaadah means
and believes it with certainty, accepts
It by pronouncing it and accepts to
become a Muslim, rathelng must act
according to it.
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130] Muhsin: Literally, a person who
does something well. Here it means
one who does righteous deeds
sincerely for Allah, according to the
method the Prophét ) taught us.
Allah mentions both submission to
Allah along with aing righteous
deeds, and if a person does these he
has grasped the Shahaadah.

131] Even though a person may be
doing all these things on the outside,
he might be hiding disbelief in his
heart, like the Hypocrites.

132] It may be that one fulfills all the
previous conditions, but he directs
worship to other than Allah at times,
like supplicating to the dead, etc. He
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has not made his worship purely for
Allah.

133] Jihad: To strive in the way of
Allah so that His Word and Religion
may be made supreme.

34| Zakah comes from the verb
'zakkah' which means to purify and
cleanse.

|35] Consultation is limited to those
matters for which there is no text
from the Qur'an or Sunnah.

136] One which submerges its
swearer into sin or Hellfire.

137] Dowry: In Islam, the dowy is
brought by the husband to the bride.
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138] Surah Muhammag!7:22]

139] Muhaaijir: A person who has
migrated from a land of disbelief to a
land of Islam for the sake of Allah.

140] Kohl: A black powdery
substance used as medicine for the
eyes as wellabeautification. It is
kept in a jar and applied with a stick
dipped in it, much like mascara.

[41] Sexual activity between two
people, who are so closely related
that their marriage is illegal.

[42] Rak'ah: Unit of prayer.

[43] Also included in this ruling Is
postpartum bleeding.
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[44] A British Naval officer who
participated in World War One and
World Two. He was raised in a
Christian emironment and its culture
was deeply engrained in him. In spite
of this fact, he embraced Islam after
coming across the Noble Qur'an and
various Islamic literature in the Year
1924 CE. Taken from the book
"What they say about Islam", by
Imad-ud-Deen Khatel.

[45] Born in 1954 CE in Traverse
Michigan, she graduated from the
University of Michigan in the field of
Journalism. Taken from the book
"What they say about Islam", by
Imad-ud-Deen Khaleel.



